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World Religions and Cults 
Course Description and Objectives 
 

Course Description 

This course explains the basic beliefs and histories of eighteen selected cults 
and religions, contrasting them with historic Christianity and evaluating their 
doctrines and practices by the Bible. The student will be prepared to respond 
to the errors of wrong religions and to protect Christians from deception. 

Course Objectives 

(1) To help Christians understand the basic doctrines of some of the most 
influential cults and religions. 

(2) To help Christians understand why certain false doctrines are harmful. 

(3) To equip pastors to protect their congregations from the influence of 
cults. 

(4) To train Christians with biblical answers to the errors of cults. 

(5) To give practical directions for evangelizing members of cults. 
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Categories of Religious Groups Studied  

 

Cults that Profess Christianity 
Mormonism 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Iglesia ni Cristo 
Eastern Lightning 
Prosperity Gospel 
Apocalyptic Cults 
 
Non-Christian Religions 
Hinduism 
Buddhism      
Taoism    
Islam       
Judaism       
New Age Religion 
Animism 
Voodoo 
 
Churches with Diverted Tradition 
7th-day Adventism 
Roman Catholicism 
Eastern Orthodoxy 
United Pentecostalism 
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World Religions and Cults 
Directions for the Class Leader 
 

The lessons about religious groups (lessons 3-20) follow the pattern 
described in these directions. The first two lessons are on special topics and 
have different directions with them. 

These directions describe how the class can be taught with the highest level 
of quality. The class leader must keep this standard for students who desire 
to have a certificate from Shepherd’s Global Classroom. For other kinds of 
groups who are not able to meet these requirements, a teacher may adapt 
the requirements to their ability, and give a different certificate. 

We estimate that each lesson will take two hours to cover well. If the group 
meets for a shorter time, the lesson can be divided for two meetings. 

Directions are printed throughout each lesson in italics.  

Order of Group Activities 

(1) Students who have finished a conversation assignment from a previous 
lesson should report. They should simply tell the story of their conversation. 
Other students may offer suggestions for the future. Do not allow students 
to be too critical of the one reporting (Estimated time: 20 minutes if several 
report). 

(2) The class leader should ask the review questions for the previous lesson, 
then a few review questions from other lessons already covered. The 
purpose is to build their long-term memory and correct misunderstandings. 
The review questions help them remember the most important facts. The 
instructor can make the course very effective by using the review questions 
(Estimated time: 5-10 minutes). 

(3) Someone should read the paragraph entitled “First Encounter.” This 
should be done without much comment discussion. The stories are mostly 
without conclusions in order to create curiosity about the group being 
studied. In a few cases, the testimony at the end of the lesson is about the 
same person mentioned in the first encounter. 
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(4) Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Then have a few minutes of silence for students to 
write the summary paragraph and list of statements. After they write, let 
several students tell what they wrote so that each can learn from the others 
(Estimated time: 15 minutes). 

(5) Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Different students could read and explain the quotations in the boxes. 
During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Scriptures 
marked with &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the 
end of the lesson (Estimated time: 20 minutes). 

(6) Whenever you come to the sign ? ask the question that follows it, and 
let students discuss the answer. There will be several of these in each lesson 
(Estimated time: 10 minutes). 

(7) Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked 
&. Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group 
(Estimated time: 10 minutes). 

(8) Next go to the block with material entitled “Using the Handbook.” The 
“Handbook of Doctrine” is a section of material in this course printed after 
the lessons. Look at the sections of the “Handbook of Doctrine” listed in this 
block. Students should look at the Scriptures together and make sure they 
understand how the verses prove a point. Every student should show that he 
is able to prove a point from the Scripture. Some points are used in several 
lessons. It is not necessary to repeat practice of the same points if the 
students seem to be learning well (Estimated time: 20 minutes). 

(9) Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block 
provides some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. In some lessons this block is combined with the 
block about the Handbook (Estimated time: 10 minutes). 

(10) Someone should read the block of material entitled “A Testimony.” The 
testimonies are all real cases, though sometimes the names have been 
changed. 
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(11) At the end of the study session, read the assigned scripture passage 
again. Wait a few minutes for each student to write a paragraph explaining 
the message the passage has for a member of the religious group they 
studied. Let several students share with the group what they wrote 
(Estimated time: 20 minutes). 

(12) Remind the students to schedule an opportunity for a gospel 
presentation. The student should have a conversation with a member of the 
religious group being studied, if possible. He should try to present the gospel 
and other Christian truth. If it is not possible for him to find a member of the 
particular religious group, he should find someone else who would be 
interested in hearing the material. He should describe the basic beliefs of the 
religion, then give the biblical response. He should prepare to tell about his 
conversation to the class.  

Each student should report conversations about 10 different religions 
through the course. The report of each conversation should describe 
characteristics of the religion that are important for an evangelist to know. 
He should explain what he presented in the conversation, and how the other 
person responded. The report of each conversation should make two pages. 

The ten conversations and writing assignments are the primary assignments 
of this course. A form is printed near the end of this book for the instructor 
to use for keeping records. 

The instructor should explain this assignment several times during the first 
few lessons. Good papers written by the students could be shown to the 
group as examples. 
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Lesson 1 
Understanding Religious Conflict 
 

In this lesson, discussion questions are marked like this: ? 

When you come to a discussion question, ask the question and let students 
respond. Let them discuss their answers briefly. After brief discussion, the 
class should study the material that comes after the question. 

 

? Why does religious conflict exist? Is religious conflict necessary, or can it 
be avoided? 

 

After brief discussion about these questions, the class should look up the 
following Scripture references: 1 Timothy 3:15, Jude 3, 2 Timothy 2:17, 
Matthew 16:6 and 16:12, Titus 1:9, and 1 Peter 3:15. Discuss briefly what 
these verses imply about religious conflict. Then cover the introduction 
below. 

 

Introduction 

Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well that a problem with the 
Samaritans' worship was that they did not know whom they worshipped 
(John 4:22). A man's concept of God is his most important characteristic and 
certainly the foundation of his entire religion. There can be no more serious 
error than to be wrong about what God is like. 

It is impossible to worship God without believing something about him. 
If a person has the wrong concept of God, he will honor characteristics that 
God does not have and fail to honor the characteristics that God does have. 
The worshipper’s own character will change to match the character that he 
thinks God has. 
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A person cannot put his faith in Jesus for salvation without believing 
something about him. If a person believes the wrong things about Jesus, he 
has a doctrine that does not support the gospel. He may believe a false 
gospel that cannot save him. 

The church has the responsibility to establish truth. The Apostle Paul 
said that the church is “the pillar and foundation of truth.”1 

To establish truth, the church has the responsibility to explain and 
defend it. The Apostle Jude tells us that when people are teaching wrong 
doctrines, we are to “contend for the faith that was once delivered to the 
saints.”2 

False doctrine is like a disease that spreads its results.3 Doctrine is 
compared to yeast, which gradually affects a loaf of bread.4 

God calls pastors to be leaders in the defense of truth. Paul said to 
Titus that a pastor is supposed “to be able by sound doctrine both to exhort 
and to convince those who contradict.”5 He also said that because of 
deceivers, whole families were being taken away from the truth. 

This course is not about the doctrines that divide different Christian 
churches into categories like Methodist, Baptist, or Pentecostal. This course 
looks at what different religious groups believe about doctrines that are the 
foundation of the Christian faith. 

In this lesson we will study seven important parts of preparation for 
Christians to face religious conflict. 

 

I. Personally Experience Salvation 

? Why is it important for a person to be saved before he gets into religious 
arguments? 

                                                             
1 1 Timothy 3:15. 
2 Jude 3. 
3 2 Timothy 2:17. 
4 Matthew 16:6. 
5 Titus 1:9. 
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If a person has not personally experienced the grace of God, he will 
(1) lack spiritual understanding of truth, (2) he will not have the power and 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit in his efforts, and (3) he will have the wrong 
motives for religious conflict. 

 

II. Understand the Danger of Error 

We must prepare to argue against religious errors. Religious errors 
have serious results.  

Religious errors have serious results because (1) Not every religion 
tells you to believe in God and go to heaven. Some religions do not believe 
in a supreme God who is a person (Buddhism). Millions of religious people do 
not believe they can go to a heaven where they will continue to exist as a 
person (Buddhists and most Hindus). 

Religious errors have serious results because (2) Some religions 
produce bad character and evil actions. Religion has sometimes justified 
mankind’s worst actions, such as Hitler’s murder of millions of Jews. Religion 
motivates Islamic terrorists to murder thousands of people. 

Religious errors have serious results because (3) Religious opinion is 
not a matter of personal taste. A person should not choose his religious 
opinions like he chooses his favorite candy. Every religion claims to define 
reality. If people are real, and if the universe is real, and if God is real, then 
some religions are wrong in the way they explain reality. For example, if 
there is a supreme God who will judge the world, then people who worship 
spirits and let spirits control their lives (Animism and Voodoo) will not be 
prepared for the judgment. A person should not just choose the religion he 
prefers, but the one that fits reality. 

Religious errors have serious results because (4) It matters how a 
person describes God. If a person is talking about something that is not real, 
it doesn’t matter how he describes it. But if God is real, some ideas about 
him are right, and some are wrong. Just as it would be wrong for some 
statements to be made about you, some statements are wrong about God, 
because he is real. Because Jesus is God and should be worshipped, it would 
be a terrible mistake to say that he is only a man, like many religions do. 
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Religious errors have serious results because (5) A person’s eternal 
destiny depends on the truth. When people are trusting something for 
salvation that cannot really save them, we must try to change their minds 
before they are lost forever. 

 

Review the list of five reasons that religious errors have serious results. See 
how many reasons the students can remember without looking at the page. 

 

The house of a wealthy man was on fire. Inside were many valuable 
things that he wanted to save. When men came to help, they were afraid to 
go inside the burning building. The home owner quickly gave them all plastic 
rain coats. He told them that the coats were specially designed to protect 
them from the fire. Trusting him, they entered the building and tried to bring 
out the things he wanted. Some of them died because the coats could not 
protect them. Their faith did not save them because they believed something 
that was not true. 

God is real, and heaven and hell are real. There will be a final 
judgment on all sin, and every person will go to either heaven or hell for 
eternity. If a person has a religion that causes him to trust the wrong thing, 
the results will be terrible and eternal. His religion will not save him if it is 
not true. That’s why there must be religious argument. 

 

III. Understand Cult Members 

It is important to understand how cult members think and feel. If we 
ignore their needs, we may fail to offer the gospel in a way that gets their 
attention. 

Think about how you first came into the church. It probably was not 
because someone beat you in an argument. Therefore, we should not think 
that we will convert a cult member only by beating him in an argument. 

Reason is important as a means of proving truth, but reason alone 
does not change a person’s commitments. 
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This section provides some characteristics of people who have chosen 
to join a religious cult. These characteristics do not necessarily describe 
someone whose religion is part of his culture.  

? What do you know about people who have joined a cult? What character-
istics do they usually have? 

(1) The cult member believes his leaders are the only source of 
truth. 

He believes what his leaders tell 
him. He may think he is also getting 
his beliefs from the teachings of the 
founder and from the cult’s 
scriptures, but he actually interprets 
those by what the leaders tell him. 
That’s how he can ignore 
contradictions in the cult’s writings 
and revelations. 

Cult leaders purposely teach 
unique doctrines that are not found elsewhere for the purpose of becoming 
the only source of truth for their members. They provide a final authority, 
either written or living, that supersedes the Bible in practice, even if they 
claim to believe the Bible. 

(2) The cult member distrusts the Christian church in general. 

Cult members are taught that Christian churches are apostate, do not 
have the truth, and do not have God’s blessing. In contrast, real Christian 
churches acknowledge that other churches also have the truth that is 
necessary for a person to know God and get to heaven. 

Cult leaders may constantly ridicule Christian churches. 

Some cult leaders keep up a steady flow of new revelation, so their 
people think they are the primary source of truth. 
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(3) The cult member is ignorant of church history and tradition. 

Cult members have little knowledge of how the church has faced 
issues of the past. They do not understand how the Bible was preserved. 
They do not know what doctrines were the foundation of the gospel and 
essential to Christianity. They think the church has been wrong on its most 
important doctrines for most of its history. They do not realize that by 
rejecting the foundational doctrines they have become part of a new religion. 

(4) The cult member expects persecution and conflict. 

If you argue with a cult member, he assumes that you are deceived, 
ignorant, following wrong motives, and maybe controlled by Satan. 

Cult members expect to be persecuted by other religious people. If 
someone treats them rudely, that confirms to them that they are right. 

(5) The cult member has beliefs that contradict each other. 

It’s as though the cult member keeps his beliefs in several different 
compartments. He does not compare beliefs from one compartment to 
beliefs in another. He is surprised when people point out the contradictions, 
and he does not feel the need to resolve them. 

(6) The cult member was convinced by experience more than by 
reason. 

Cult members seem to use reasoning when they present their 
doctrines to outsiders. However, their reasoning is based on a blind trust of 
the cult. The reasons are contrived to support what they already believe. 

He accepted the cult because he felt loved and accepted by the 
members, or because of the way he felt in their worship time, or because of 
a personal spiritual experience. After he entered a relationship with the cult, 
he began accepting their teachings without evaluating them. When outsiders 
argue with the doctrines, he feels that they just don’t understand what he 
experienced. He thinks if he could get them past the arguments and into the 
experience, they would be convinced. 

 

 

This SGC course is licensed to Engelbrecht Riaan with email avishuaministries@gmail.com.



15    
 

(7) The cult member believes a different gospel. 

To get people to be loyal, a cult can’t be unique only in minor 
doctrines; it has to be unique in something essential. That’s why a cult’s 
distinctive doctrines include a different gospel. Cult members believe that 
salvation is only through the cult. 

(8) The cult member is spiritually unsatisfied. 

Because he is not saved, he does not have assurance of forgiveness; 
he does not have victory over the power of sin; he does not have the joy 
that comes from a relationship with God; and he does not have true 
Christian fellowship with his fellow cult members. He needs to hear the 
gospel. 

 

IV. Understand the Origins of False Religion 

? Where do false religions come from? 

To think that a religion comes only from a profit motive, or from false 
experience, or from demons is to misunderstand the complexity of religion. 
In responding to false religions, we must understand several elements of 
their origins. 

(1) Human Reasoning 

False religions are developed and explained by intelligent people who 
reason about religious beliefs without God’s revelation and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:6-9). 

(2) Personal Profit Motive 

Not all religious teachers are sincere. The Bible tells us that false 
doctrines are taught by people who have violated their consciences, have 
rejected truth, and are hypocritical (1 Timothy 1:5-6, 19, 4:2). Some 
religious leaders have become wealthy with their false doctrines (2 Peter 
2:1-3). 
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(3) Spiritual Blindness  

People who are not in relationship with God are spiritually blinded. Not 
only do they lack spiritual perception, but even their natural perceptions are 
not right (1 Corinthians 4:3-4). 

(4) Rejection of Truth 

The Holy Spirit is faithful to convict the world of sin, righteousness, 
and judgment (John 16:7-11). The person who rejects truth is making a 
willful choice. Therefore, persuasion and explanation are not enough to 
change his mind. The Bible says that a person who persists in error on 
essential doctrines should be rejected from the church because he is 
committing sin (Titus 3:10-11). 

(5) Spiritual Experience  

False religion is not just empty ritual. Demons are involved in false 
worship. The Bible tells us that people who worship idols are worshipping 
demons (1 Corinthians 10:20-21). That means that people in false religions 
have spiritual experiences. 

(6) False revelation 

The doctrines of false religions are not all of human invention. The 
Bible tells us that there are doctrines that come from demons (1 Timothy 
4:1). 

 

After covering the six points above, see how many points the students can 
name and explain without looking at their paper. 

 

V. Share the Gospel 

It’s good to learn the special characteristics of a cult and how to refute 
the errors. However, whether you can do that or not, it is most important to 
share the gospel. 

To make sure you get a chance to share the gospel, don’t waste time 
arguing about minor points. Don’t offend the cult member by arguing about 
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historical facts about his cult that you cannot prove. Focus on points that are 
essential to the gospel, and don’t let him avoid those points without 
answering. 

When the conversation is over, it is most important that they have 
heard the message of how to be saved. Argument about other things will not 
save them even if you argue better than they do. 

When talking to a cult member, it is important for a Christian to show 
honesty and concern for the person. The Christian should be like a person 
who is concerned about a friend. A Christian should be angry only the way a 
friend is angry for a person who is being harmed. If the cult member sees 
you as an enemy, he will refuse to be convinced. If the discussion feels like a 
competition, he will refuse to be defeated. 

A Christian must show love, acceptance, genuine concern, and 
openness to truth – showing that he sincerely wants to understand. 

 

VI. Demonstrate the Church 

A healthy local church is the ultimate victory over cult influence in a 
community. 

Evangelism of cult members cannot be done only by individuals 
persuading individuals. A person does not usually change his religion without 
thinking about the community of faith he will leave and the one he will enter. 
If a cult member begins to be attracted by the witness of an individual 
Christian, he wants to see the community of faith that the Christian 
represents. He wants to see how the faith is really lived out. He assumes 
that the message he is hearing has already created a community of faith 
that he will enter if he is converted. 

That means that the nature of the local church is absolutely important. 
To be attractive to a person who is considering switching from a different 
community of faith, the local church must have certain characteristics. 

? What are the characteristics of a church that could attract people away 
from a cult? 
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Characteristics of an Attractive Local Church 

(1) The members show that their relationship with God is real and satisfying. 
(The cult member does not have a relationship with God.) 

(2) The church presents doctrines both as a description of reality and as 
terms for the relationship with God. (The cult’s doctrines contradict each 
other and do not bring a person to God.) 

(3) The church demonstrates that they enjoy worshipping God. (The cult’s 
worship is human, fleshly, and demonic.) 

(4) Church members show purpose for life with the perspective of eternity. 
(Cults claim to work for eternal priorities. The church must show how to live 
today with eternity’s values.) 

(5) The church shows the priority of ministry instead of worldly goals. (Cults 
call for commitment to ministry, but their leaders have worldly goals.) 

(6) The message of the church satisfies deep spiritual needs. (The cult does 
not have the gospel that meets spiritual needs.) 

(7) The church is a family of faith that loves and cares for its members. (The 
cult may claim to take care of its members, but cannot have true Christian 
fellowship.) 

? What are specific actions you would expect to see at a church that has the 
characteristics listed? 

 

VII. Depend on the Holy Spirit 

Always remember that only the Holy Spirit can cause sinners to know 
their guilt, understand truth, and desire God. An evangelist cannot be 
effective unless he is guided and anointed by the Holy Spirit. 

? How would you describe the difference between a person who depends on 
the Holy Spirit and a person who does not? 
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Lesson 2 
Essential Points of the Gospel 
 

This session does not cover a particular religious group. At the beginning of 
this session, the class leader can give students a chance to report gospel 
presentations, then ask review questions as usual before going into the 
lesson material. 

For each point, have someone to read the Scripture referenced, then let 
someone read the explanation of the point. Then let the class briefly discuss 
each discussion question. 

 

The following points are essentials of the gospel. It is possible for a 
person to be saved without fully understanding them. However, denial of 
any of these points takes away the foundation of the gospel. A person or 
organization that denies any of these essentials will tend to develop another 
gospel, trusting a false means of salvation. 

When you share the gospel with someone, certain points will be 
especially important because of errors that he believes already. For example, 
if he believes that salvation is only through a certain organization, he will 
believe that the organization’s membership requirements are necessary for 
salvation. He needs to know that a person individually receives forgiveness 
and comes into direct relationship with God. 

 

(1) God created man in his own image so that he could have 
relationship with him (Genesis 1:27, Acts 17:24-28). 

This truth shows the purpose of our existence and the goal of salvation. This 
truth is contradicted by religions that do not believe in a God with 
personality who loves all people. This truth shows the real problem with the 
world; people are not in relationship with God. 

? What if a person did not believe that God loves him? 
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(2) The first people sinned and became separated from God (Genesis 
3:3-6). 

This shows the origin of sin and the real reason for the world’s condition. The 
world is a place of suffering and sorrow because of sin. There is still joy and 
purpose because of God’s design, but the world is not like God planned it to 
be. 

? What if a person did not believe that sin is the real problem with the 
world? 

 

(3) Each of us has committed sin against God (Romans 3:10, 23). 

Each person is guilty of willful sin against God. There is not a person who 
has always done what is right. 

? What if a person thinks he can justify the things he has done? 

 

(4) Every sinner who does not find mercy will be judged by God and 
be condemned to eternal punishment (Hebrews 9:27, Romans 14:12, 
Revelation 20:12). 

This shows the seriousness and urgency of the sinner’s need for salvation.  

? What if a person does not believe that there is a righteous God who is 
angry about his sins? 

 

(5) A person cannot do anything to pay for the sins he has 
committed against God (Romans 3:20, Ephesians 2:4-9). 

Good works and gifts cannot pay for sin because sin is against an infinite 
God and because everything already belongs to him. 
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? What if a person believes that he must make himself worthy of 
forgiveness? 

 

(6) There must be a basis for forgiveness because sin is serious and 
God is just (Romans 3:25-26). 

God desires to forgive, but if he forgave 
without a basis, sin would seem trivial, 
and God would seem unjust. 

? Why was the death of Christ 
necessary? 

 

(7) Jesus, the Son of God, lived a perfect life and died as a sacrifice 
so our sins can be forgiven (John 3:16, Romans 5:8-9). 

Because Jesus is the Son of God, his sacrifice has infinite value and provides 
a basis for forgiveness of anyone in the world. If he were just a man, his 
sacrifice would have limited value. If he were not God, he would not be able 
to completely save us, and we must find another way of salvation. 

? Why do some religions teach that 
people must be saved by works? 

 

(8) Jesus rose physically from the 
dead, proving his identity as the 
Son of God and demonstrating his 
power to give eternal life (John 
20:24-28, Revelation 1:18). 

Cults that deny the resurrection of Jesus usually also deny his deity and the 
sufficiency of his sacrifice for salvation. Then they invent another means of 
salvation. 

? What are the things that we know because Jesus rose from the dead? 
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(9) The sacrifice of Jesus is sufficient for the forgiveness of all sin (1 
John 1:9, 2:2). 

If a person denies this truth, he will believe a gospel of works. Many 
religions teach that a person can partially earn his salvation. This puts 
people under the control of a religious organization that tells them what to 
do to be saved. 

? Why do some people think that they cannot be saved without their 
religious organization? 

 

(10) God forgives every person who admits he is a sinner, repents of 
his sin, and believes God’s promise to forgive (Mark 1:15, 1 John 
1:9). 

No human organization has the right to add to the requirements for 
salvation or to offer a different means of salvation. 

? What kind of person has the right to believe that he is saved? 

 

(11) Repentance means that a person is sorry for his sins and willing 
to quit his sins (Isaiah 55:7, Ezekiel 18:30, 33:9-16, Matthew 3:8). 

Repentance does not mean that a person must make his life perfect before 
God will accept him. Only God can deliver the sinner from the power of his 
sins. Repentance does mean that a person is sorry enough for his sins that 
he is ready to quit his sins. If a person is not willing to quit his sins, he 
cannot be saved. If a person is still living in sin, he is not saved. 

? Why can’t a person be forgiven without repentance? 

 

(12) A repentant, believing sinner receives forgiveness when he 
asks God to forgive him (Romans 10:13, Acts 2:21). 
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Every person has access to God’s mercy because of Jesus. No institution or 
human agent is necessary for a person to receive God’s forgiveness. A 
person receives it individually and begins a direct relationship with God. 

? How do we know that a person can become a Christian in a moment of 
time? 

 

Recommended Books 

The Master Plan of Evangelism, by Robert Coleman 
 
Hell’s Best-Kept Secret, by Ray Comfort 
 
How to Give Away Your Faith, by Paul Little 
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Lesson 3 
Mormonism 
 

 

Someone in the class should read the paragraph below entitled “First 
Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

John met them the first time as he was going through a park on his 
way home. They were two young men dressed in black pants and white 
shirts, wearing name tags. They were friendly and wanted to talk to him 
about their religion. John listened and did not ask many questions. They 
seemed to be from a normal church and seemed to say the same things he 
had heard in church. They said they were from the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, also called Mormons. 

 
 

 
Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: Isaiah 41 
 Write a paragraph that summarizes this scripture passage. 
 What does this passage tell us about God? Make a list of statements. 
 

Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

Whenever you see this sign ? ask the question that follows it and let the 
class discuss it for a few minutes. 
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During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 
Origin and History 
 

Mormonism started with a man named Joseph Smith. Smith was a 
treasure hunter. He claimed to have a special gift for finding treasure, using 
a peeping stone. He was hired by a farmer to look for treasure, but never 
found any.  

 Joseph claimed that one day in 
1820, he prayed that God would show 
him which church was right. While 
praying, he saw a vision. He saw two 
men in white robes, who were Jesus 
and God the Father. God told him that 
none of the churches were right and 
that all of their beliefs were 
abominations.  

? What are some things that are 
biblically wrong with this vision? 

Joseph claimed a later vision that showed him where to dig up some 
golden plates with writing on them. He translated this writing with the help 
of magic eyeglasses and published it as the Book of Mormon. Nobody else 
ever saw the plates or spectacles since the angel took them back to heaven 
for safekeeping.  

 Joseph was a member of the Masonic lodge, and copied the secret 
rituals of Mormonism from the manuals of Masonry, including the blood 
oaths, passwords, and secret handshake. & 6 

                                                             
6 The Mormons have many secret rituals copied from the Masonic Lodge. The Bible tells us that the Apostles did 
not have a secret religion, but were open with everything they believed. See 2 Corinthians 4:2 and 2 Timothy 2:2. 
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 The Mormon church was organized in New York in 1830. In 1839, they 
moved to Nauvoo, Illinois, then later moved to Missouri. Smith said that 
Missouri was the Promised Land for the Mormons, and that the temple would 
be built in Independence, Missouri.7 The temple was never built, and the 
Mormons moved again. Smith made many prophecies that never came true. 
& 8 

Smith said, “I have more to boast of than ever any man had. I am the 
only man that has ever been able to keep a whole church together since the 
days of Adam. A large majority of the whole have stood by me. Neither Paul, 
Peter, nor Jesus ever did it. I boast that no man ever did such a work as I. 
The followers of Jesus ran away from him; but the Latter-Day Saints never 
ran away from me yet.”9 

 
 Joseph attacked and destroyed the printing press of a newspaper that 
denounced his polygamy. &10 While Joseph was in jail waiting for trial, a 
mob attacked the jail and killed Joseph and his brother Hiram. 

Smith had named his son as his successor, but after Smith’s death the 
majority of the movement followed Brigham Young and moved to Salt Lake 
City, leaving the "promised land." 

Mormons believe that real Christianity ended with the death of the 
apostles and did not exist on the earth again until Smith started the Mormon 
church. 

? What are some early events in the Mormon church that should make us 
doubt that it is true Christianity restored on the earth? 

 
 
Present Influence 
 

There are many different Mormon denominations that have split off of 
the original movement started by Joseph Smith. Some of them are very 
small. 
 

                                                             
7 Joseph Smith, Doctrine and Covenants, Section 57. 
8 The Bible says that if a person’s prophecy does not come true, he is not to be trusted as a prophet. See 
Deuteronomy 18:22. 

9 Joseph Smith, Doctrine and Covenants, Section 57. 
10 The Bible says that a pastor should not be self-willed and violent. See Titus 1:7. 
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The largest church of Mormons claims a world-wide membership of 
14,700,000. They publish materials in 177 languages. They have almost 
80,000 full-time missionaries.11 
 

The missionaries are usually young adults who volunteer for 1.5 or 2 
years. They can be sent anywhere that Mormons have ministry in the world 
without being able to choose. They work without any salary. 
 

The headquarters of the largest Mormon church is in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 
 
 
Difficult Mormon Doctrines 
 
Polygamy 
 
 Joseph Smith claimed that polygamy was commanded by God as the 
way for men to become gods after death. &12 Men were supposed to have 
many wives for eternity, so they could populate new worlds the same way 
that God populated the earth.13  
 
  Smith married 27 wives. The youngest was 14 years old. Several of 
them were already married to other men, but Smith said that previous 
marriages were not valid if they were done outside of Mormonism. &14 The 
leader after Smith, Brigham Young, had 57 wives and 165 children.  
 

Smith said that polygamy was God’s everlasting covenant, and that it 
was established before the foundation of the world. Later apostles of the 
Mormon church said that polygamy is the only way to reach godhood15 and 
would never be changed. 

 
 The Mormons continued to practice polygamy until 1890, when the 
United States government threatened to confiscate the church’s land 
because they were breaking the law. At that time, Mormon prophet Woodruff 
claimed to receive a revelation from God that polygamy was finished. 
 
? Most Mormons do not practice polygamy now. Why is the history of their 
polygamy still a problem for their credibility? 
                                                             
11 Reported in 2014. 
12 The Bible says that a pastor should have only one wife. See Titus 1:6. 
13 Joseph Smith, Doctrine and Covenants, Section 132. 
14 The Bible says that a person who marries a divorced person commits adultery. See Matthew 5:32. 
15 Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, V. 11, p. 269. 
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Racism 
 
 According to Mormon doctrine, every human was a spirit in heaven 
before being born. There was a war in heaven, and those who did not fight 
their best for God were cursed with dark skins. The men quoted in this 
paragraph were all presidents of the Mormon church and are still considered 
prophets of God by the Mormons. Joseph Smith said that if dark people 
believe the Mormon doctrines and do right, 
their skins will get lighter after several 
generations. Brigham Young said black skin 
and flat noses are the curse of Cain. He said 
it is an eternal principle from God that a 
man with African blood cannot hold the 
priesthood. He also said that black slavery is 
a divine institution. Joseph Fielding Smith 
said that black people are getting what they 
deserve in the world because of what their 
spirits did before they were born. David 
McKay said that the discrimination of the 
church against the Negro did not start with 
man but with God. &16 
 

In Mormonism, every male member is 
supposed to become a priest. For most of 
their history, Mormons did not allow black 
men to be priests, which meant they were not really members. In 1978, the 
Mormon church claimed to get a new revelation that changed everything 
they had said about black people from the beginning, and they now allow 
black men to become priests. 
 
? The Mormons claim to accept black people on equal terms with other 
races. Why is the history of their racism still a problem for their credibility? 
 
 
Underwear 
 
 All Mormon members are required to wear special clothing under their 
outer clothing. The special clothing is white and covers most of the body. It 

                                                             
16 The Bible says that in Christ there are not distinctions of nationality and ethnicity. See Galatians 3:28. 

 

A statue of the angel Moroni is at the 
top of every Mormon temple. 
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is supposed to provide them spiritual protection. It represents their promise 
to be faithful to the church. They are supposed to wear it day and night. 
 
 
 
Heretical Mormon Doctrines 
 

Every Mormon member must believe that Joseph Smith was a prophet 
of God and that the Book of Mormon is another Testament of Christ, equal to 
the Bible in authority. They also have a book of revelations called The 
Doctrine and Covenants that they believe is inspired just like the Bible. They 
believe the Bible is not enough to establish their most important doctrines. 

 
Mormons claim that their religion is true Christianity. Many of their 

doctrines contradict the biblical, historic doctrines that support the gospel. It 
is difficult to find out the heresies when talking to Mormon members because 
many of them do not know what their prophets taught. 

 
The Mormon church believes that God was once a man like us, but 

developed until he became God as he is now.17 They believe that God the 
Father has a physical body. He has many wives. His children are born first as 
spirits, then are sent to the earth to be born as humans. 
 

Mormons say they believe that Jesus 
was born from a virgin, but the Mormon 
church teaches that God the Father made 
Mary pregnant the natural way using his 
body, and that Jesus was born the same way 
any other human is born.18 
 

Mormons believe that before Jesus was 
born on earth he was a spirit, like other 
angels. They believe he was not God. & 19 
 

Mormons believe that the Holy Spirit 
and Jesus are beings separate from the 
Father, and that they are not equal to the Father. They do not believe in a 
Trinity. 
 
                                                             
17 Joseph Smith in History of the Church, Vol. 6, p. 305. 
18 The Bible says that Mary conceived a child by the Holy Spirit. See Luke 1:35 and Matthew 1:18. 
19 The Bible says that Jesus was the Word of God and that he was God before he came to be born on earth. See 
John 1:1, 14. 

As positively as language 
could say it, the Old 

Testament affirms that 
God is the eternal one, 

without beginning or end, 
transcending the 

limitations of time” (W.T. 
Purkiser, God, Man, and 

Salvation, 151).  
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? In a few words, how would you explain the problem with the Mormon’s 
view of God? 

 
 
Mormons believe that a male 

Mormon can grow to eventually be just like 
God. They believe that many have done 
this already, so that there are many gods. 
Apostle Lorenzo Snow said, “As man is, 
God once was; and as God is, man may 
become.” 

 
Joseph Smith said, "Here then is 

eternal life – to know the only wise and 
true God; and you have got to learn how 
to be Gods yourselves, and to be kings and 
priests to God the same as all Gods have done before you." 

 
Mormons believe that only a few 

people will go to an eternal hell. &20 Most 
people will be given a chance to accept 
Mormonism after death. Faithful Mormons 
will go to the highest level of heaven. 
 

Mormons believe that salvation is a 
reward given for a life of faithful service 
to God. & 21 Mormons do not claim to 
have personal assurance of salvation. 
 

Mormons believe that all other 
churches are Satanic, and that there is no 
salvation except through the Mormon 
church. No real fellowship is possible 

between Mormons and Christians. 
 
? Why is fellowship between Christians and Mormons impossible? Give 
several reasons. 
 
 
                                                             
20 The Bible says that many people will be sent to hell with the devil and demons. See Matthew 25:41. 
21 The Bible says that salvation is a gift of God, not earned by works. See Ephesians 1:8-9. 

“We have the sacred oracles, 
at least in sum and 

substance, as they were 
delivered to Moses and the 

prophets and to the church of 
Christ by Jesus, his 

evangelists, and apostles, 
and nothing in the Hebrew or 

Greek manuscripts can be 
found to strengthen any error 

in doctrine” (Adam Clarke, 
Christian Theology, 51). 

“The foundation of true 
religion stands upon the 
oracles of God. It is built 
upon the prophets and 
apostles, Jesus Christ 

himself being the Chief 
Cornerstone” (John Wesley, 

in sermon “The Case of 
Reason Considered.” 
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Mormon Tactics 
 

Mormons ask people to pray that God will show them if the book of 
Mormon is true and if Joseph Smith was a prophet. Many people claim to feel 
a burning in their heart as an answer to that prayer. They think that the 
burning feeling confirms that Mormonism is true. The feeling does not 
confirm to them that they are personally saved. & 22 

 
Mormons claim to believe the Bible, 

but the Bible contradicts their doctrines. 
They say that the Bible has errors because 
of mistakes in copying and translations. 
They say that further revelation was 
needed because of errors in the Bible. & 23 
For a Mormon, the highest authority is the 
revelation of Joseph Smith. Because they 
believe he was a prophet of God, they 
accept all the beliefs of Mormonism that 
contradict the Bible. 
 

Mormons use the same words used by Christians, but they mean 
different things. They say that Jesus is the son of God, but they don’t mean 
that He is God. They say that the Holy Spirit is the third member of the 
Godhead, but they don’t believe in the Trinity. 
 

They say that Jesus was born of a virgin, but they believe that God the 
Father has a physical body and used it to impregnate Mary in the natural 
way. 
 

They say that Jesus suffered and died as an atonement for our sins, 
and that we can pray to be forgiven, but they believe that heaven is a 
reward for a faithful life. 
 
 
Mormons claim to be real Christianity. They claim that all other churches are 
false. But if a person understands and believes all the doctrines of 
Mormonism, he does not believe the scriptural gospel and is not a Christian. 
 

                                                             
22 The Bible says that we should not believe a different gospel even if an angel tells it. See Galatians 1:8. 
23 Jesus said that heaven and earth would pass away, but his words would not pass away (Matthew 24:35). He said 
that nothing of God’s Word would be lost before it was all fulfilled (Matthew 5:18). Peter said that the Word of 
God remains forever (1 Peter 1:25). God expects us to trust his Word instead of looking for new revelation. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
(written in the first century 
to summarize the apostles’ 
doctrine) says, “I believe in 
... Jesus Christ, his only 
Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy 
Ghost.” 
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Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next go to the block with material entitled “Using the Handbook.” Look at 
the sections of the “Handbook of Doctrine” listed in this block. Students 
should look at the scriptures together and make sure they understand how 
the verses prove a point. Every student should show that he is able to prove 
one of the points from the Scripture. 

 
 
Using the Handbook 
 
The doctrines in the list below are all denied by Mormons. 
 
Look at the “Handbook for Doctrine” to see the importance of each doctrine 
and the evidence for it. 
 
#1 The Bible is sufficient for doctrine. 
#2 There is only one God. 
#3 God the Father is not a man. 
#4 God has never changed. 
#5 Jesus is God. 
#7 The Holy Spirit is God. 
#8 God is a Trinity. 
#9 Salvation is only by the atonement of Christ. 
#11 We receive salvation by faith. 
#12 We can have personal assurance of salvation. 
#13 The unsaved will suffer eternal punishment. 
 
 
Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. 
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Evangelism 
 

It may seem impossible to change the mind of a Mormon, but the fact 
is that thousands of Mormons leave the Mormon church every year.  
 

Try to show the Mormon that his most important beliefs are contrary 
to the gospel. Use the evidence provided in the “Handbook of Doctrine.” 
Provide this evidence for anyone who seems to be getting interested in 
Mormonism. 
 

Do not agree to pray that God will show you if Mormonism is right. You 
should never ask God to show you something if you already know the truth. 
Praying like that gives Satan the opportunity to give you an experience that 
will confuse you. 

 
Mormons do not have personal assurance of salvation. Many of them 

live in fear that their life will not be accepted by God. Make sure that you 
share the gospel with them and tell them how they can have assurance of 
salvation. That is more important than anything else you can tell them. 
 

You may not see the results of your debate. The Mormon may not tell 
you at the end of the conversation that he has changed his mind. However, 
you don’t know the long-term effects of the conversation. The Holy Spirit will 
continue to use the truth that you gave. 

 
 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

A Testimony 

Kris grew up in the Mormon church and participated in everything they 
did. She was considered a good example of a Mormon girl. When she left 
home to attend the University of Idaho, she was invited to attend a Christian 
Bible study. She went with the hope that she could persuade someone to 
convert to Mormonism. In the Bible study, she learned things about God 
from the Bible that she had never realized. She also saw that the Christians 
there had a relationship with God like she had never had. She left the 
Mormon church and is living for God even though her family and most of her 
Mormon friends rejected her. God gave her a new Christian family and more 
friends than before. Kris says, “To those who have left the Mormon church 
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and are thinking about giving up on God altogether, don’t ... God still has a 
purpose for you.” 

 

Now read Isaiah 41 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a follower of Mormonism. Let several students tell what they 
wrote. 

If possible, the student should have a conversation with a member of the 
religious group being studied. He should try to present the gospel and other 
Christian truth. If it is not possible for him to find a member of the particular 
religious group, he should find someone else who would be interested in 
hearing the material. He should describe the basic beliefs of the religion, 
then give the biblical response. He should prepare to report his conversation 
to the class. Each student should report conversations about 10 different 
religions through the course. 

 

Recommended Books 

The Kingdom of the Cults, by Walter Martin and Ravi Zacharias 
 
From God to Us Revised and Expanded: How We Got Our Bible, by Norman 
Geisler and William Nix 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Iglesia 
ni Cristo, and Eastern Lightning are also relevant to this lesson. 
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Lesson 4 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let various students answer. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

They knocked on Sam’s door and offered him a copy of Awake 
magazine. The visitors were a woman with two of her children. They were 
well-dressed and friendly. The magazine’s cover article was about how to 
help children do better in school. The woman read a verse of Scripture, 
made a comment on it, and then asked Sam if he would be interested in 
being visited for a Bible study. Sam said he would think about it. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: Hebrews 1 

 Write a paragraph that summarizes the scripture passage. 
 What does the passage tell us about Jesus? Make a list of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you see this sign ? ask the question that follows and allow a few 
minutes of discussion. 

 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson. 

 

History 

Charles Russell started Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society in 1881 to 
publish his distinctive teachings. The organization changed its name to 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1931. 

Russell wrote a six-volume set of 
Scripture studies. He said that people 
would be better off to read his books 
without the Bible than to read the Bible 
without his books. He said that if a 
person stopped reading his books and 
read only the Bible, he would be in 
darkness within two years, but if he 
would read only his books without the 
Bible, he would be in the light. &24 

Doctrines of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have been changed many 
times. 

                                                             
24 The Bible says that God’s Word is a light that guides us (Psalm 119:105). The Holy Spirit teaches us even if we 
have no human teacher (1 John 2:27). 

 

The Witnesses emphasize a future life on 
the new earth. 
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Leaders of the Jehovah’s Witnesses have made many prophecies that 
did not come true. For example, the second leader, Rutherford, predicted 
that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob would be resurrected in 1925 and live in a 
luxurious house that he prepared for them. They did not come, but he lived 
in the house himself. & 25 

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe 
that all other churches are Satanic, 
and that there is no salvation except 
through their organization. & 26 

? What are some things you can see 
already that indicate that the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are not 
scriptural Christianity? 

 

Present Influence 

Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that that they work in 239 countries, and 
publish in 595 languages. In the last 10 years they have printed 20 billion 
pieces of literature. They have 111 thousand congregations, and a 
membership of more than 7 million active members.27 

Headquarters for the Jehovah’s Witnesses are in Brooklyn, New York. 

 

Difficult Doctrines of the Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not participate in government elections or hold 
any government office, because they believe they are separate from the 
kingdoms of this world. & 28 

                                                             
25 The Bible says that if a person’s prophecy does not come true, he is not to be trusted as a prophet. See 
Deuteronomy 18:22. 
26 Jesus told the disciples that not all servants of God would be in the same organization (Luke 9:50). 
27 Reported in 2014. 
28 Men like Nehemiah, Mordecai, and Daniel served God but also worked for heathen nations (Nehemiah 2:7-8, 
Esther 2:21, Daniel 6:2). 

 

The Witnesses predict judgment on all 
churches. 
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They do not serve in the military and do not believe that war is ever 
right.  

They do not celebrate any holidays, whether national holidays, 
Christian holidays, or birthdays, because they believe that all the 
celebrations follow pagan customs. 

They do not accept blood 
transfusions, even to save life, because 
of the Scriptures that forbid the eating of 
blood. 

They do not pay tithe, and their 
pastors do not get salaries.  

Any member who does not turn in 
reports of witnessing is taken from the 
list of active members and is not 
considered saved. & 29  

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe 
that a person gets saved quickly. He 

must join the organization and begin studying their doctrines. Salvation is a 
process, and the moment when one can know he is saved is not definite. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not accept the cross as a Christian symbol, 
and believe that Jesus died on a stake. 

? Why should these doctrines be called “difficult doctrines”? 

The most serious doctrinal error of the Jehovah’s Witnesses is denying 
the deity of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses claim to be real Christianity. They claim that all other 
churches are false. But if a person understands and believes all the doctrines 
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, he does not believe the scriptural gospel and is 
not a Christian. 
 

                                                             
29 The Bible says that God has a list in heaven of those who are saved. That list does not belong to an earthly 
organization (Luke 10:20, Revelation 21:27). 

The Nicene Creed (written by 
the church in AD 325) says, 
“I believe in ... one Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God; 
begotten of his Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light 
of light, Very God of very 
God, begotten, not made; 
being of one substance with 
the Father.... And I believe in 
the Holy Ghost, the Lord and 
Giver of Life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and Son 
together is worshiped and 
glorified.” 
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Tactics of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

A person who is interested in joining the Witnesses goes through a 
Bible study for several months. He has to make changes in his life to follow 
what he is learning. Then he is baptized and becomes a “publisher,” and is 
supposed to distribute literature from the organization. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses do not 
believe a person becomes a Christian 
immediately by putting his faith in Christ. 
They believe he must first learn their 
doctrines and begin practicing the 
requirements. & 30 

Every member is required to turn in 
monthly reports of witnessing activity. A 
member who does not turn in reports is 
taken from the list of active members and is 
not considered saved. 

? According to the Jehovah’s Witnesses, how is a person saved? 

 

On average, the Witnesses spend 8,000 hours of witnessing to gain 
one new member. 

Each member buys printed materials from the organization to 
distribute. 

They do not call their congregations churches. They believe all 
churches are Satanic. They call their buildings “Kingdom Halls.” &31 

They say that the doctrine of the Trinity should be rejected because it 
is illogical and impossible to understand, as if there should not be anything 
in God’s nature that is beyond our understanding. 

                                                             
30 In the New Testament, people became Christians in the moment when they repented and put their faith in 
Christ (Acts 2:41, 8:26-39). This is possible because we are saved by grace and not by works. 
31 The New Testament is written to churches (Revelation 1:4, 1 Corinthians 14:33). 
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They try to prove their doctrines by Scripture to people who trust the 
Bible without knowing much about it. They have published their own version 
of the Bible, called The New World Translation, with changes that support 
their doctrine. They changed many verses that imply the deity of Christ. This 
version was not produced by real biblical language scholars. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that the Holy Spirit is an impersonal force 
that comes from God, comparable to the power of electricity. 

They claim to believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus, but they believe that 
only his spirit rose, not his body. 

They say Jesus is Son of God and 
Savior of the world, and that he made 
salvation possible. They do not believe that 
He is God. They believe he is the first thing 
God created. 

 

? In Colossians 1:16-17, the New World Translation added the word other, 
so that the verses say that Jesus created all other things, is before all other 
things, and for him all other things exist. Why do you think the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses added that word? 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next go to the block with material entitled “Using the Handbook.” Look at 
the sections of the “Handbook of Doctrine” listed in this block. Students 
should look at the scriptures together and make sure they understand how 
the verses prove a point. Every student should show that he is able to prove 
a point from the Scripture. 

 

 

 

“The Resurrection was and 
is the vindication of Jesus. 
By it the identity of Jesus 

and the truth of his mission 
were forever established” 
(Willard Taylor, God, Man, 

and Salvation, 361). 
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Using the Handbook 

The doctrines in the following list are all denied by Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Each doctrine is numbered as it appears in the “Handbook of 
Doctrine.” 

#5 Jesus is God. 

#6 Jesus rose bodily from the dead. 

#7 The Holy Spirit is God. 

#8 God is a Trinity. 

#9 Salvation is only by the atonement of Christ. 

#11 We receive salvation by faith. 

#12 We can have personal assurance of salvation. 

#13 The unsaved will suffer eternal punishment. 

 

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. 

 

Evangelism 

Do not treat Jehovah’s Witnesses rudely. Because they believe they 
are persecuted for the truth, they expect evangelical Christians to treat them 
badly. Instead, show the love of Christ and a genuine concern for them.  

Don’t argue about smaller issues, like celebration of holidays or 
serving in the military. It is much more important to talk about the basics of 
the gospel and assurance of salvation. 

The priority is to share the gospel. Jehovah’s Witnesses do not have 
assurance of salvation and a personal relationship with God. 
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Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

A Testimony 

Robert was raised a Jehovah’s Witnesss, and many of his relatives are still in 
the cult. As an adult he drifted away from the organization, but still believed 
they were right. His wife became a Christian, and he decided to prove to her 
that the Jehovah’s Witnesses were right. In his study he found that they had 
made many false prophecies. He began to read the Bible and realized that 
Jesus is God, and not an angel like he had been taught. He read the verse 
where Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life,” and realized that 
what he needed was not just religious beliefs, but a relationship with Jesus. 

 

Now read Hebrews 1 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a Jehovah’s Witness. Let several students tell what they 
wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 

Recommended Books 

The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for 
Jesus, by Lee Strobel 
 
Fast Facts on False Teachings, by Ron Carlson and Ed Decker 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Mormonism, Iglesia ni Cristo, 
and Eastern Lightning are also relevant to this lesson. 
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Lesson 5 
Iglesia ni Cristo 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer.  

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Theo was a Roman Catholic and had once been a priest, but left the 
priesthood. One day he was starting a new job. As a man was showing him 
how to do the job, Theo found out that he 
was a member of Igesia ni Cristo. Theo 
said, “I just hold to Jesus; He is my God.” 
The man said to him that Jesus was not 
God, and that his pastor could prove from 
the Bible that Jesus was only a mediator. 
They showed Theo many scriptures, and he 
was confused, but they convinced him that 
Jesus is not God. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote.  

Assigned Passage: Revelation 1 

“At the heart of the Christian 
faith is the declaration that 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

eternal Son of God, became 
man for our salvation” 

(Willard Taylor, God, Man, 
and Salvation, 341). 
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 Write a paragraph that summarizes this scripture passage. 
 What does this passage tell us about Christ? Make a list of statements. 
 
Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  
 
When you see the sign ? ask the question that follows and give the students 
a few minutes for discussion. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson. 

 

Origin and Influence 

The name of this organization is translated Church of Christ. There are 
other organizations that use the same words in their name. 

Iglesia ni Cristo was started in the Philippines in 
1914 by Felix Manalo, a former Seventh-Day Adventist. 
At his death, his son became the leader, then a 
grandson after him. 

Iglesia has more than 5,000 congregations in 112 
countries.32 Most are in the Philippines. They are the 
largest professed Christian organization in the 
Philippines except for the Roman Catholic Church. Their 
approval is sought by political leaders. They own radio 
stations. They work for community improvement. They 
are building the largest indoor domed auditorium in the 
world. 

The cult is very involved in politics and tells its members who to vote 
for in elections. They supported the Marcos regime in the Philippines. 

                                                             
32 Reported in 2014. 

 

Felix Manalo 
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Iglesia is a wealthy organization. They emphasize elaborate church 
buildings. Though many of their members are poor, many of their leaders 
are professionals such as doctors or lawyers. 

They publish two magazines, Pasugo and God’s Message. The 
magazines constantly attack Roman Catholics and evangelical churches.  

Many of their converts are former 
Roman Catholics who already believed 
the Bible is true but did not have good 
knowledge of the Bible. Iglesia members 
show them Bible verses that make them 
give up the doctrines they were taught. 

Iglesia has congregations in major 
cities around the world. Most of their 
converts outside of the Philippines are 
Filipinos who have immigrated to those 
countries. 

? Why are most of the converts to Iglesia from the Roman Catholic Church? 

 

Doctrine of the Church and the Atonement 

The most important belief of Iglesia is that they are the true church, 
restored by Felix Manalo. This doctrine is so emphasized that their gospel 
seems to be the doctrine of their church and its origin. 

Iglesia believes that Felix Manalo was God’s last special messenger. 
They believe Manalo is mentioned specifically several times in biblical 
prophecy, such as Isaiah 41:9-10, 43:5-7; 46:11, and Rev. 7:2-3.  

Isaiah 41:9-10 is about the specially anointed servant of God. 
Christians believe that it refers to Jesus, the Messiah, but Iglesia says that it 
refers to Felix Manalo. They say that the phrase “ends of the earth” means 
the last times of the earth. They believe Manalo fulfilled that prophecy 
because he registered his church on the same day that World War I began, 
which they call the beginning of the last times of the earth. The term ends of 
the earth in the Bible actually means a place that is geographically distant. 
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In Isaiah 46:11, God said that he would call for a bird of prey from a 
distant country of the East that would accomplish his purpose. Christian 
scholars have usually understood this verse to refer to God’s use of foreign 
powers to punish Israel, which is consistent with the symbol of a bird of 
prey. Iglesia believes that the ministry of Felix Manalo was predicted by that 
verse. 

Iglesia believes that the Christian church became apostate soon after 
the death of the apostles. They believe that all churches except their own 
are apostate, and that Manalo restored the truth that was lost after the 
apostles died.  

? How would you answer the claim of Iglesia that Manalo fulfilled specific 
Bible prophecies? Look at the verses they use and consider their contexts. 

 

Iglesia has a unique doctrine of the atonement. It is based on the Old 
Testament command that a person should not be punished for another 
person’s crime. They say that Jesus could not die for the sins of others 
because that would violate God’s law. But, because the Bible says that the 
church is the body of Christ, if a person joins the church he is not another 
person, but part of Christ. Therefore, Jesus was not dying for anyone else 
when he died for those who are in the church. This doctrine of the 
atonement makes their church absolutely necessary for salvation, because 
they are the only true church. They do not believe that a person is saved by 
putting his trust in Christ after hearing the gospel preached or reading the 
Bible. According to their doctrine, a person is not saved without joining their 
church. 

? Explain how Iglesia claims that Jesus died only for the members of their 
church. 

 

Many of their hymns are about the church. Here is an example of a 
hymn entitled “The True Church of Christ.” 

The glorious and divine truth 
Only in the church of Christ 
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Embrace in our hearts the gospel 
Words of God so powerful 
 
We are the members of the true church 
Oh the church of God prophesied 
Be steadfast abiding firmly 
In the teaching we receive 
 
Brethren dear do not abandon 
The true church loved by the Lord 
Cast away all doubts from our minds 
And be faithful evermore 
 

Other Beliefs and Practices 

Iglesia is very zealous to convert people to their religion. They urge 
their people to work at spreading the message of the church. 

Men and women are seated on 
separate sides of the sanctuary during 
worship services. The door is locked at 
starting time. 

Subjects emphasized in their hymns 
are the church, enduring the hardships of 
life, and prayers for forgiveness. They pray 
that God would help them to keep the 
commandments and become worthy of 
receiving forgiveness. 

Iglesia claims that the Bible is the 
source of their beliefs. Their usual style of 
teaching is to use many verses throughout 

the Bible that seem unrelated. They use a variety of versions of the Bible 
and may quote from six different versions in one sermon. They try to answer 
any question with Scripture. Many of their members claim that they were 
persuaded to join by the cult’s use of Scripture.  

The Chalcedonian Creed 
(written by the church in 
AD 451) says, “We, then, 
following the holy Fathers, 
all with one consent, teach 
men to confess one and 
the same Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the same 
perfect in Godhead and 
also perfect in Manhood; 
truly God and truly man.” 
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Iglesia does not believe in the Trinity or in the deity of Christ and the 
Holy Spirit. 

Iglesia constantly attacks the doctrine of the deity of Christ in their 
publications. They say that if a person thinks that Christ is God, he really 
does not know Christ and is not saved. 

They believe that at death the soul dies and will not continue to exist 
unless God resurrects and recreates the person. They do not believe in hell. 

Iglesia does not believe that faith alone is the condition of salvation. It 
is necessary for a person to be baptized into their church and keep their 
requirements. However, they do not guarantee that a person is saved by 
church membership. They believe that salvation is a process. They believe 
that a person must keep God’s requirements to be worthy of forgiveness. 
They believe a person will lose his salvation if he does not live right. Because 
of these doctrines, many of their members are in fear that they are not 
saved. 

? Why does Iglesia ni Cristo not offer immediate assurance of salvation? 

 

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next go to the block with material entitled “Using the Handbook.” Look at 
the sections of the “Handbook of Doctrine” listed in this block. Students 
should look at the scriptures together and make sure they understand how 
the verses prove a point. Every student should show that he is able to prove 
a point from the Scripture.  

 

Iglesia ni Cristo claims to be real Christianity. They claim that all other 
churches are false. But if a person understands and believes all their 
doctrines, he does not believe the scriptural gospel and is not a Christian. 
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Using the Handbook 

Because they do claim to believe the Bible, the Bible can be used to respond 
to their doctrines. 

Use the following doctrinal sections from the “Handbook of Doctrine” to 
respond to this cult. 

#5 Jesus is God. 
#7 The Holy Spirit is God. 
#8 God is a Trinity. 
#9 Salvation is only by the atonement of Christ. 
#11 We receive salvation by faith. 
#12 We can have personal assurance of salvation. 
#13 The unsaved will suffer eternal punishment. 
 
 
Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. 

 
Evangelism 
 
You may have noticed that the doctrines of Iglesia ni Cristo are very similar 
to the doctrines of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Their members live in fear that 
they are not yet saved. 
 
It is important to emphasize basic gospel truth. Remember that you are 
talking to people who are depending on the doctrine that they will be saved 
by being in the right church. Emphasize the scriptures that teach personal 
assurance of salvation. Show them that unless they can put their trust in 
Christ for salvation, they can never know for sure that they are saved. 
 
 
Someone should read the testimony below to the class. 
 
 
A Testimony 
 

Miguel was a minister in Iglesia ni Cristo. As he became acquainted 
with many other pastors in the church, he was disappointed to find that they 
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did not live by the standard of holy living that they preached. They preached 
to their people that they must live pure and righteous lives. It seemed to 
Miguel that the worse a preacher lived, the stronger he preached about 
righteous living. Miguel said that many of the pastors want to leave the cult, 
but do not know how to do it. They are afraid of persecution. Miguel made 
the decision to leave the church and hold to evangelical doctrine. 
 
 
Now read Revelation 1 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a follower of Iglesia ni Cristo. Let several students tell what 
they wrote. 

The student should have a conversation with a member of the religious 
group being studied, if possible. He should try to present the gospel and 
other Christian truth. If he is in a place where this religious group does not 
exist, he should find someone else who would be interested in hearing the 
material. He should describe the basic beliefs of the religion, then give the 
biblical response. He should prepare to report his conversation to the class. 
Each student should report conversations about 10 different religions 
through the course. 

 

 
Recommended Reading 
 
The Case for Easter: A Journalist Investigates the Evidence for the 
Resurrection, by Lee Strobel. 
 
Beyond Belief to Convictions, Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Mormonism, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and Eastern Lightning are also relevant for this lesson. 
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Lesson 6 
Eastern Lightning 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Shang Hui was a pastor in China. He began to hear of people leaving 
the church to join the Church of Almighty God. Even his parents had joined 
them. When he met the cult members, they said, “God’s name was Jehovah, 
but then it was Jesus on earth. God can do a new thing again, and be 
another Christ on the earth.” Shang was confused by their teachings. He was 
discouraged in his ministry because the cult was growing so rapidly. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote (Estimated time: 15 minutes). 

Assigned Passage: Read 2 Timothy 3. 
 Write a paragraph that summarizes this scripture passage. 
 What does this passage tell us about false Christian religions? Make a 
list of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes. 

When you come to the sign ? ask the question after it, and let the students 
discuss answers for a few minutes.  

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 
Origin and Influence 

The official name for the cult called 
Eastern Lightning is Church of Almighty 
God. The religion was started in 1989 in 
China. Estimates of their membership 
range from 100,000 to 1,000,000. 

They believe that God revealed 
himself during Old Testament times as 
Jehovah, then came to the earth as Jesus, 
and has revealed himself now in the form 
of a woman who calls herself Lightning 
Deng. Her real name was originally Yang 
Xiangbin. Deng does not appear publicly, 
and it is not publicly known what she looks 
like or where she is. &33 The visible leader 
of the cult is Zhao Weishan who may be 
Yang’s husband. 

They claim that the Bible is now out of date, and that new revelation is 
necessary. &34 The cult has published several books, including Lightning 
from the Orient, which claims to be revelation from God to the female Christ. 
The books speak to Christians and threaten them with detailed punishments. 

                                                             
33 The Bible says we should not believe it when people say the Messiah is hidden on earth (Luke 17:23). 
34 Jesus said that his words would never pass away. A new messiah is not needed (Mark 13:31). 

“This revelation [of the 
Bible] is now complete. God 
will add nothing more to it, 

because it contains 
everything necessary for 
men, both in reference to 

this world and that which is 
to come, and he has 

denounced the heaviest 
judgments against those 

who shall add to it or 
diminish anything from it” 
(Adam Clarke, Christian 

Theology, 50). 
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They say that the name of Jesus is now obsolete and powerless, and 
that Deng is now the Christ. 

They predicted the end of the world for December 21, 2012. 

? What are some things you see already that show that this organization is 
not Christian? 

 

Activities and Strategy 

They especially target Christian churches, even selecting the strongest 
Christians. They are less interested in people of other religions or sects. &35 
They send members to pretend to join churches.  

They use prostitution to attract 
potential converts. People who join are 
separated from their spouses and are 
required to engage in sexual activities. 
&36 

They offer large amounts of money 
to Christian pastors to convert. 

They use torture, kidnapping, and 
murder. &37 They physically attack 
leaders of Christian organizations. They 
refuse to let a convert leave their 
membership.  

If a person seems interested in joining, they give gifts, but they 
threaten violence if a person does not convert. &38 They try to get 
Christians into sexual sin, then blackmail them.  

They claim that they are falsely accused of violence, but many 
Christians and missionaries in China have witnessed their actions. 

                                                             
35 The Bible speaks of those who hate what is good (2 Timothy 3:3). 
36 Christians maintain purity and protect marriage commitments (Ephesians 5:3). 
37 The Bible says that a Christian is to be gentle, obeying the law, and not violent (Titus 3:1-2). 
38 Wisdom from God is peaceable, merciful, and pure (James 3:17). 

“He [Jesus] descended into 
hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and 
sits on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and 
dead” (The Apostles’ 
Creed). 
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They have hundreds of stories of people that they claim received a 
fatal disease from God for resisting the cult.  

Members are required to give everything they have to the cult. They 
are encouraged to leave their families and live with the cult and work at 
spreading the message. They have stories of many people who were in 
Christian ministries before leaving the church to join them. 

They have started expanding their 
organization in several other countries. They 
start by giving printed material to people at 
Chinese churches. 

? How is the true church contrasted with the 
actions of Eastern Lightning? 

 

Beliefs 

They acknowledge that Christ died for our sins, but do not believe a 
person can be saved by Christ without their organization. They deny the 
resurrection and the second return of Christ. 

They believe that anyone who does 
not accept the message of Deng (the 
female Christ) will be condemned by God. 

“Now the responsibility of man is to 
follow the female Christ, and only if he 
forsakes his faith in Jesus Christ, tears his 
Bible in public, calls himself a "son of the 
devil," is "conquered" by fully submitting 
himself to the spoken words of the female 
Christ and thus becomes a "victorious one," can he enter the Kingdom that 
will be established on the earth by the female Christ.” (From an article about 
the cult written by “China for Jesus”). &39 

                                                             
39 The Bible predicted people who would resist truth and try to divide the church (Jude 17-19). 

“The pivotal proposition of 
atonement teaching is that 
the death of Christ is the 

procuring, enabling cause of 
salvation. Christ’s death 

makes our salvation 
possible” Thomas Oden, The 

Word of Life, 347-348). 
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? How do we know that Jesus Christ and the Word of God are still necessary 
for the Christian? 

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next go to the block with material entitled “Using the Handbook.” Look at 
the sections of the “Handbook of Doctrine” listed in this block. Students 
should look at the scriptures together and make sure they understand how 
the verses prove a point. Every student should show that he is able to prove 
a point from the Scripture. 

 

The Church of Almighty God (Eastern Lightning) claims to be real 
Christianity. They claim that all other churches are false. But if a person 
understands and believes all their doctrines, he does not believe the 
scriptural gospel and is not a Christian. 
 

Using the Handbook 

Eastern Lightning denies the doctrines listed below. They are numbered as 
they occur in the “Handbook of Doctrine.” 

#5 Jesus is God. 
#7 The Holy Spirit is God. 
#8 God is a Trinity. 
#9 Salvation is only by the atonement of Christ. 
#11 We receive salvation by faith. 
#12 We can have personal assurance of salvation. 
 

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. 
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Evangelism 

Even though the violent, immoral, and deceptive strategies of this cult make 
them seem like a terrorist organization, many of their followers do not know 
about the leaders’ activities. Especially in countries other than China, people 
impressed by the cult may not believe the accusations against them. 
Therefore, it is important for a Christian to be able to respond to their 
doctrines.  

It is not possible that a person who fully participates in the cult and believes 
their doctrines is a Christian. Therefore, they have a spiritual hunger that is 
not satisfied. The priority of a Christian should be to share the gospel with 
them.  

Many people join Eastern Lightning because of fear. We must preach that 
faithfulness to the truth is more important than any earthly condition. We 
also know that the kingdom of God will triumph. 

 

Below is a special block of material added for this lesson. 

 

Special Warning: Don’t leave historical Christianity. 

Christianity from ancient times until now has had a great variety of beliefs. 
However, the foundational doctrines about the nature of God and the nature 
of Christ were established and defended by the church in all ages. Early 
councils that represented all churches wrote statements of biblical doctrine, 
and all gospel-preaching churches have considered these doctrines 
necessary. Biblical churches look very different from one another, and 
disagree on many things, but they agree on certain essentials. 

Some cults say that all churches but their own are wrong on the essential 
doctrines and are not truly Christian. They disagree not just on small 
doctrines, but on the doctrines that are necessary to the gospel. They deny 
the things that distinguished Christians from other religions. A cult that 
denies essential Christianity is another religion and should not claim to be 
Christian. 
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When a cult says that it is right and that all other churches are wrong, we 
need to realize what they are implying. They are saying that the ancient 
councils that represented all churches were wrong. They are saying that the 
millions of Christians who lived in all ages were wrong. They are saying that 
the godly people you knew who were examples of Christ were wrong. They 
are saying that all the men and women around the world who love God, 
pray, worship, testify to the grace of God, suffer persecution, follow the 
Bible, and share the gospel are all wrong. The cult says that all these were 
wrong on even the basic truth that makes a person a Christian. 

If the cult is right, God did not choose to guide his church in essential gospel 
truth for centuries. If the cult is right, it is strange that sincere, godly people 
everywhere still reject their doctrines. It is true that religious organizations 
may become worldly, powerful, and rich and not really be interested in truth, 
but godly and spiritual people in churches everywhere hold to essential 
biblical truth. 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

Testimony 

Lia joined the Eastern Lightning cult because she thought they were 
Christians, but soon realized they didn’t believe in the Bible or Jesus. She 
decided to leave, but they beat her legs with an iron bar, so she could not 
walk. They said they would kill her if she left. Later she did escape with the 
help of a Christian. She is now in a church and seeking God’s help. She is 
still crippled from the injuries from Eastern Lightning. 

 

Now read 2 Timothy 3 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a follower of Eastern Lightning. Let several students tell 
what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to people from the various religious groups studied. This cult may not exist 
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in the country where you are studying. If not, the student can present the 
material to someone else and get their response. 

 

Recommended Books 

The Case for the Real Jesus: A Journalist Investigates Current Attacks on the 
Identity of Christ, by Lee Strobel 
 
China’s Christian Martyrs, by Paul Hattaway 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Mormonism, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and Iglesia ni Cristo are also relevant to this lesson. 
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Lesson 7 
Prosperity Gospel 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

Someone in the class should read the paragraph below entitled “First 
Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

William was watching Benny Hinn on television. Hinn told about how 
he and another preacher had held a healing service. He said that so many 
people got healed and left their wheel chairs that the empty wheel chairs 
were in the way. William wondered if miracles like that really happened and 
if they were a sign of real Christianity. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote (Estimated time: 15 minutes). 

Assigned Passage: 2 Corinthians 11 
 Write a paragraph that summarizes the scripture passage. 
 What contrasts do we see in this passage between Christian faith and 
false faith?  
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you come to the sign ? ask the question that follows and let students 
discuss the answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the section entitled “Responding to the 
Prosperity Gospel.” 

 
Introduction 

Those who believe a prosperity gospel are not united in one 
organization. The religion is also called the “Faith Movement” or “Word of 
Faith Movement.” 

Ministries based on the 
prosperity gospel are usually started 
by individuals who gain attention with 
unusual doctrines and talented 
preaching. Each ministry is built on a 
person who becomes a religious 
celebrity. Examples are Benny Hinn, 
Kenneth Copeland, Morris Cerullo, 
Myles Munroe, and Kenneth Hagin.40 

Many people believe that these 
teachers are renewing churches to a 
level of spiritual power that has rarely been experienced since the first 
generation of the church. They are charismatics, but they teach new 
doctrines that do not represent all charismatic and Pentecostal Christians.  

The prosperity teachers attract people out of other churches. They say 
that every believer will be rich and healthy if he learns how to use faith. 

                                                             
40 Others include Oral Roberts, Frederick Price, Robert Tilton, Charles Capp, and John Avanzini. 

 

Benny Hinn 
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They claim that many miracles happen in their ministry, but most of 
the miracles do not have good evidence. The people who are getting rich are 
the ones who are getting donations from their followers. 

? What examples of prosperity preachers do you know? 

 

Doctrines of the Prosperity Gospel 

The teachers of the prosperity gospel emphasize new revelation, and 
many of their doctrines are not in the Bible. 

They are most known for their teachings about faith, emphasizing that 
every person can have health and wealth. They promise that every person 
can be healed. They say it is God’s plan for every Christian to be rich. &41  

They believe that faith is a universal 
force that man can use, just as God uses it. 
&42 They think man can use it without 
depending on God and without trying to 
know God’s will. Hinn said, “Never pray thy 
will be done.” &43 Hagin said, “I pray by 
demanding my rights.” 

Their doctrines about faith are based 
on doctrines of God that are different from 
historical Christianity. Their doctrines do not 
make a consistent system. For example, 
they would claim to believe in the Trinity, 
but they make statements that contradict 
that claim. 

They believe that God the Father is a 
physical man who made Adam as a copy of himself. They believe that faith is 
the impersonal power and substance of the universe. They believe that God 
uses the power of faith to create and do miracles, and that we can use it the 

                                                             
41 The Bible warns us that there will be teachers who teach what people want to hear (2 Timothy 4:1-4). 
42 The Bible tells us that faith is what causes us to believe God and seek what he gives (Hebrews 11:6). 
43 But Jesus said for us to pray for the Father’s will to be done (Matthew 6:10). 

 

Statue of Oral Roberts’ Hands 
60 Feet High (19 Meters) 
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same way. They believe that just as God spoke the world into existence, 
believers can speak things into existence. 

Kenneth Hagin said that every believer is as much an incarnation as 
Jesus Christ. Kenneth Copeland said that Adam was not almost like God, but 
an exact copy. They emphasize that 
because people are copies of God, they 
should be able to do what God does. Hagin 
said that any believer with knowledge of 
the Word could have defeated Satan in hell 
like Jesus did. Hagin said that man before 
the Fall could stand in God’s presence 
without any inferiority, and lived on terms 
equal to God. Copeland said man was not 
created to be the servant of God but an 
associate of God. 

Benny Hinn said that the believer 
does not need to depend on Jesus because 
the believer is everything that Jesus is, or 
was, or ever will be. 

They believe that God gave authority 
over the earth to man, and man gave it to Satan. They believe that God 
cannot do anything in the earth unless people give him permission. &44 
They believe that God does not own the earth or rule over it. &45  

? What is wrong with the prosperity teachers’ view of God? What is wrong 
with their view of faith? 

 

International Replication of the Religion 

Many new churches with the prosperity gospel have begun in various 
countries. Many of them imitate things they see of American teachers on 
television. Some use books and videos from prosperity preachers in America. 

                                                             
44 The Bible says that God is the Judge of the whole earth and takes action in it (Genesis 18:25). 
45 The Bible says that the earth and everything in it belongs to God (Psalm 24:1). 

“Among the sins to which 
the human heart is prone, 
hardly any other is more 
hateful to God than idolatry, 
for idolatry is at bottom a 
libel on his character.... A 
god begotten in the 
shadows of a fallen heart 
will quite naturally be no 
true likeness of the true 
God. ‘Thou thoughtest,’ said 
the Lord to the wicked man 
in the psalm, ‘that I was 
altogether such an one as 
thyself’” (A.W. Tozer). 
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Sometimes new leaders start their own new denominations and try to 
build a religious kingdom on their own personality. Their group may become 
like a cult by claiming to have new revelation, so they can offer things that 
no other church has. 

Teachers of the prosperity gospel claim to represent real Christianity. But if 
a person understands and believes all the doctrines of the prosperity gospel, 
it is inconsistent for him to also believe the scriptural gospel. 
 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next go through the section below entitled “Responding to the Prosperity 
Gospel.” 

Responding to the Prosperity Gospel 

Paul wrote to Corinthian believers to correct a misunderstanding that 
they had about the Christian life. See 1 Corinthians 4:8-13. Many of them 
had been very poor before becoming 
Christians. They thought that because they 
became children of God, with faith and 
spiritual gifts, they could begin to have 
wealth and status in the world. Paul said, 
“You are full, you are rich, you have ruled 
like kings.” We know that he was talking 
about their claims and not reality, because 
then he said, “I wish you really did rule, and 
that we could rule with you.” He went on to 
say that even the apostles as leaders of the 
church suffered poverty and had low status in the world. Though they had 
great faith and spiritual gifts, they sometimes were hungry, homeless, and 
worked to support themselves. Faith is not a guarantee of wealth. 

In another passage, Paul explained that all creation is still suffering the 
results of the curse on sin. See Romans 8:22-23. All living creatures suffer 
and struggle to survive. He said that even Christians still suffer physically 
and are waiting for the time when their bodies will be redeemed. Though we 

 

Myles Munroe 
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are saved, yet not all of the results of salvation have been finished. We will 
still have sickness, aging, and death until we get to heaven. Sometimes God 

heals, but we are not guaranteed that we 
can live free from all physical problems. 

Hebrews 12 records the lives of many 
heroes of faith. They accomplished great 
things because they believed the promises 
of God and obeyed God. One of the 
evidences of their faith was that they were 
able to endure hard times for the sake of 
their faithfulness to God. Not only did they 
suffer persecution from the world, they 

suffered need. Many of them were homeless and lacked food and clothing 
(Hebrews 11:37-38). They did not suffer these things because they had no 
faith, but because they had faith. They were willing to lose everything in the 
world for the sake of their relationship with God. 

? What is some biblical evidence that faith does not guarantee wealth? 

 

The Bible warns against the love of 
money. See 1 Timothy 6:6-10. The person 
who is trying to be rich will fall into 
spiritual traps and end up with much 
sorrow. The love of money causes every 
kind of evil. We are to be satisfied with the 
necessities. 

The prosperity gospel attracts sinners 
by appealing to worldly goals instead of 
calling for repentance. 

The prosperity gospel does not give a 
realistic, satisfying, Christian view of 
human suffering. 

The prosperity gospel creates a proud attitude that is disrespectful to 
other churches, older Christians, and even God. 

“How strange it is that 
people professing 

Christianity can suppose 
that with a worldly spirit, 
worldly companions, and 
their lives governed by 

worldly maxims, they can 
be in the favor of God or 

ever get to the kingdom of 
heaven!” (Adam Clarke, 
Christian Theology, 252).  

“But whoever says in the 
Spirit, ‘Give me money,’ or 
something else like this, 

you must not listen to him. 
But if he tells you to give 
for the sake of others who 

are in need, let no one 
judge him” (Didache, from 
1st century of the church). 
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The prosperity gospel makes promises that God does not make, 
leading to disappointment and loss of faith. 

The biblical gospel is a message of hope to the person who knows that 
he is guilty of sin and wants forgiveness and peace with God. The 
relationship with God begins with repentance and submission of our will. The 
Christian lives in daily obedience to God, humility, and surrender to God’s 
will. God invites us to bring all needs to him 
in prayer, but we must accept his will in 
every situation. God promises that 
everything is under his control and that he 
will work everything for our good, but he 
does not promise to take away all suffering 
immediately. 

The Lord’s Prayer is an example of a 
Christian attitude. It contrasts with the 
attitude of the prosperity teachers who 
claim power and honor themselves. See the 
Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13. In this 
prayer we find that the priority is the kingdom and glory of God, and 
everything is to be submitted to his will. 

? How should a Christian’s attitude about healing and money be different 
from the attitude the prosperity teachers show? 

 

Next go to the block with material entitled “Using the Handbook.” Look at 
the sections of the “Handbook of Doctrine” listed in this block. Students 
should look at the scriptures together and make sure they understand how 
the verses prove a point.  

 

Using the Handbook 

Teachers of the prosperity gospel claim that they believe in one God 
and that they worship Jesus as the Son of God who accomplished our 
salvation. However, their leaders say that man is a complete copy of God 

 

Morris Cerullo 
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and can do what God does. To emphasize the uniqueness of God and Jesus, 
use the sections from the “Handbook of Doctrine” entitled “There is only one 
God” and “Salvation is only by the atonement of Christ.” 

Their doctrines of faith are based on their view of God as a man who 
uses faith. That gives them the reason to think that man can do the same. 
See the “Handbook” for “Doctrine #3: God the Father is not a man.” 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

A Testimony 

Anne was blind when she began attending a church that believed the 
teachings of the “faith movement.” They told her to claim perfect sight by 
faith. She did not get healed. They told her that she did not have enough 
faith. They told her that something in her life was wrong and prevented 
God’s will from being done for her. She became discouraged, lost her joy, 
and even stopped praying. Eventually she realized that the church people 
were only trying to defend their theology. They wanted her to be healed, not 
for her own sake, but because she didn’t fit their theology. She realized that 
God had not left her, and she determined that she would hold to the joy of 
her relationship with God. 

 

Now read 2 Corinthians 11 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message 
this passage has for a follower of the prosperity gospel. Let several students 
tell what they wrote. 

For the conversation assignment, it should be possible for the student to find 
someone who is involved with the prosperity gospel. The churches that hold 
the prosperity gospel have various names, but they are followers of writers 
like those mentioned in this lesson. 
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Recommended Books 

Christianity in Crisis, by Hank Hanegraaff 
 
Prosperity Prophets, by Stephen Gibson 
 
The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience, by Ronald Sider 
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Lesson 8 
Apocalyptic Cults 
 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Pierre was on his way to visit a church when he saw the huge sign: 
“Judgment Day, May 21, 2011. The Bible guarantees it!” Pierre wondered 
what he should do if the message were true. It seemed that there would be 
no reason to send his children to school, or finish building his house, or pay 
back money he had borrowed. He wondered if he should donate all of his 
money to help spread the message. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage:Mark 13 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What are the warnings that Jesus gave in this passage? Make a list of 
statements. 
 
Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
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group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you come to the sign ? ask the question that follows, and let the 
students discuss the answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 
 

Introduction to Apocalyptic Cults 

There are hundreds of apocalyptic cults. They have great variety and 
many different names. Often they are started by a person who claims to 
have new revelation about the future. Some of them last only a short time, 
with a few members, and others become large. Some of the organizations 
covered in other sections of this course have characteristics of apocalyptic 
cults. For example, the Jehovah’s Witnesses have several times made 
prophecies to motivate their members, but the prophecies did not come 
true. 

 

Why Apocalyptic Cults Exist 

Many people have a feeling that the world is coming to a time of crisis 
that will change everything we have known to be normal. The crisis may be 
described in terms of economics, ecology, 
war, politics, or cultural change. “It is the interest of Satan to 

introduce hypocrites and 
wicked persons into religious 

societies, in order to 
discredit the work of God 

and favor his own designs” 
(Adam Clarke, Christian 

Theology, 345). 
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Many new novels and films describe a 
fictional apocalypse that occurs through a 
worldwide plague, or nuclear war, or a giant 
meteor striking the earth. In these stories, 
most of the people on the earth are killed, 
and the people who survive enter an era 
where life is completely different from 
anything they have known. 

Because of this fear and expectancy, 
people are looking for an answer about how 
to face the future. They want to know what 
to expect and how to prepare. 

Some people are looking for religious 
explanations. They become interested in the message of an apocalyptic cult. 
An apocalyptic cult is started by a person who claims to be a prophet who by 
revelation can explain what the future will be and what we should be doing. 

Apocalyptic cults have existed in all 
ages. A professed prophet named Montanus 
lived in the second century of the church and 
made predictions about the soon coming of 
the kingdom of God and the end of the 
world’s system. All through the history of the 
church have been people who claimed to 
know the time when Christ would return to 
set up his kingdom and judge the wicked. 
Millions of people have been deceived and 
disappointed. 

? What examples of apocalyptic cults have you seen or heard about? 

The leaders of apocalyptic cults do not respond to the crises of the era 
in a biblical way, though they claim to be Christians and use the Bible. Below 
are some characteristics of most apocalyptic cults. 

 

 

“Behind the threatening 
visage of a future that 

seems worse the closer we 
come to it, we see the 
God who reigns over all 

and whose will ultimately 
shall be done” (W.T. 

Purkiser, God, Man, and 
Salvation, 198). 
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Characteristics of Apocalyptic Cults 

(1) They set dates for specific predictions. 

They may predict the second coming of the Lord. They may predict the end 
of the world’s governments. They may predict a disaster that will destroy the 
wicked people of the world. They may give a specific time when this is 
supposed to happen. When it fails to happen, they say that their prediction 
meant something different. They may set a new date. &46 They usually 
make many smaller predictions that also do not come true. The Bible says 
that if a person’s prophecy does not come true, he is not to be trusted as a 
prophet (Deuteronomy 18:22). 

(2) They have new interpretations of Scripture. 

They give meaning to certain phrases in 
Scripture that nobody ever thought of 
before. The meaning is something that 
cannot be proved from Scripture itself. 
The professed prophet claims that the 
interpretation was revealed to him by 
revelation, which makes it new 
revelation and not interpretation. This is 
misuse of the Bible because they say 
the Bible teaches their ideas, but really 
they are depending on new revelation to add meaning to the Bible that was 
not there already. The people who believe the message are the ones who 
have already decided to trust the prophet. They are not following the 
authority of the Bible but the authority of the cult leader. &47 

(3) They require unchristian actions. 

They call for behavior from their members that has never been typical of 
Christianity. &48 They may require a separation from society and normal 
life. They have a hostile attitude against those who are enemies and may 
even encourage violence. They may use force against their members and 

                                                             
46 Jesus said that nobody knows the time of his return (Matthew 24:36). 
47 The Bible says that Scripture is not for individuals to give their own meaning. God inspired and controlled the 
writing process so that it means what God wanted to say (2 Peter 1:20-21). 
48 Titus 3:1-5 describes the behavior that should be typical of a Christian. 

 

David Koresh 
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their families. When they get into trouble for their actions, they call it 
persecution. They believe that God will intervene miraculously in response to 
their radical faith. Some of the apocalyptic cults have ended in suicide.  

(4) They separate their members from other relationships. 

Some apocalyptic cults require their members to give everything they have 
to the organization. The members live together in a compound and separate 
from any friends and relatives who are not in the cult. They may be taught 
to consider all outsiders to be enemies. The followers are ultimately 
disappointed because the fellowship is not based on truth and cannot be true 
Christian fellowship. &49  

 

? This question introduces the next section. What harm is done by 
apocalyptic cults? 

Effects of the Apocalyptic Cults 

The apocalyptic cults are destructive in several ways. 

(1) They attract people from Christian churches into false doctrine. 

(2) They disappoint their followers and cause them to lose their faith 
completely. 

(3) They have unchristian behavior but claim to be Christians. 

(4) They cause people to doubt the scriptures about God’s kingdom and the 
return of Christ. 

 

The Christian Response to the World’s Crisis 

The Bible speaks to times like these. Scriptures like the book of Daniel 
and the book of Revelation were written in times of an uncertain future, 
chaos in society, international war, and persecution. They were times that 

                                                             
49 Jesus prayed that we would be in the world but be different from it as he is (John 17:14-16). 
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tested the faith of the people who believed in God. It seemed that 
everything was out of control and that everything good could be destroyed. 

The great theme of prophetic scriptures is that God is in control and 
will eventually establish his kingdom and reward the righteous. &50 The 
Bible affirms that times will be difficult and that evil may seem to rule for a 
time. Believers are called to hold their faith in God and live faithfully in spite 
of the world’s conditions. Just as those scriptures applied to those times, 
they apply to any other times when faith is similarly tested. 

The book of 2 Thessalonians was written to Christians who were 
expecting Jesus’ return and God’s judgment day to occur soon. They were 
hearing from people who claimed to know that the events were about to 

happen (2 Thessalonians 2:2). They were 
confused about what they ought to be doing.  

The Apostle Paul described some events 
that would take place shortly before the 
return of Christ, including the rule of a person 
called “the man of sin” and “the son of 
perdition” (2:3). 

What is especially important for us is to see Paul’s concluding 
directions to the believers in verses 15-17. He told them to be established 
and to keep following what they had been taught. They were not to leave 
the basic principles of the Christian life because of any events that might be 
coming. In verse 17 he prays that God would establish them in every good 
word and work. 

Even if the end of the world is near, it is not a time for us to leave the 
principles of Christian living. The things that have always been the most 
important will be the most important all the way to the end. We are to 
evangelize the lost, hold to true doctrine, live holy lives, fellowship with 
believers, do good to others, and show love to all people. 

? What are the most important things to remember if we are living in 
apocalyptic times? 

                                                             
50 Daniel 2:44, 4:34, 6:26, 7:27, Revelation 1:7, 6:15-17, 11:15, 17:14, 19:11-21. 

“He [Jesus] shall come 
again, with glory, to 
judge both the quick 
and the dead: whose 
kingdom shall have no 
end” (Nicene Creed). 
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Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group.  

 

Evangelism 

The first priority when talking to a member of an apocalyptic cult is to 
make sure that he really understands the gospel. You may assume that a 
cult member believes the doctrines of Christianity and has only added some 
distinctive prophecies, but the cult may actually contradict essential 
doctrines. 

Next it is important to point out how the cult has separated from 
historic Christianity. Point out the actions and teachings that would never 
have been accepted by the godly people of the church through the centuries. 

Point out the fact that Matthew 24:36 tells us that the time of Christ’s 
return is not revealed. 

Point out that their interpretation of prophetic scriptures is based only 
on their trust of the leader and not on normal principles of interpretation. 

Point out that Deuteronomy 18:22 tells us that a person is not to be 
trusted as a prophet if even one of his prophecies is false. 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 
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A Testimony 

Cindy was raised in a Jehovah’s Witness family. As a child she believed 
that the teachings in the kingdom hall came straight from God. One night 
the leaders called a special meeting. They announced that Armageddon 
would occur in 1975. That was seven years away. Cindy cried that night in 
fear of what would happen to her family when Armageddon came. For the 
next few years her family and others worked hard for the cult. They believed 
that not much time remained. The cult’s magazines printed pictures of 
children, adults, and old people being destroyed in Armageddon. On the last 
day of 1975, many people went to bed expecting the end to come that night. 
Cindy awoke the next morning amazed that everything was still the same. 
Her parents didn’t talk about the prophecy again. Cindy eventually stopped 
going to the cult’s meetings, but did not know where to find the truth. Years 
later Cindy met a man who explained salvation to her, and she was saved. 

 

Now read Mark 13 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a follower of an apocalyptic cult. 

 

Recommended Books 

I Believe: Fundamentals of the Christian Faith, by the faculty of God’s Bible 
School and College 
 
The Blessed Hope, by Eldon Ladd 
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Lesson 9 
Hinduism 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Bobby was raised in a Hindu family and participated in all the religious 
customs. As a child he prayed every day. He was sincere, but felt a spiritual 
emptiness. Bobby read Hindu writings to try to understand his own religion 
better. He was taught that beliefs don’t matter because all religions are ways 
to God. He wanted to find real truth that would lead him to God, but 
wondered if truth like that really existed. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: Isaiah 46. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What contrast does the passage make between God and idols? Make a 
list of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you see the sign ? ask the following question and let the students 
discuss the answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 

Introduction to Hinduism 

The religion of Hinduism began in India earlier than any history can 
determine. Hinduism has no individual founder and no organization that 
contains all followers. There are more than a billion Hindus, but they have a 
great variety of beliefs. Many Hindus practice only some of the Hindu 
religious customs. 

Hindus believe that their religion 
originates from ancient Indian writings called 
Vedas. The Vedas make hundreds of volumes of 
writing. 

There is no doctrinal statement that 
represents what all Hindus believe about deity. 
Most Hindus believe in many gods who have 
personality and do both good and evil. Some 
Hindus worship one god as supreme. Some 
Hindus call the supreme god Shiva; other 
Hindus have other names and descriptions of their supreme god. Shiva has a 
wife and children. Shiva does both good and evil. Some call Shiva the 
creator, but they do not mean that the world was created at a particular 
time. They believe that the universe has always existed. 

“The idea of God as 
infinitely wise is at the 
root of all truth. It is a 

datum of belief 
necessary to the 

soundness of all other 
beliefs about God” 
(A.W. Tozer, The 

Knowledge of the Holy, 
66). 
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Hindus use many idols that represent gods and spirits that they 
worship. &51 

Even when Hindus talk about a 
supreme god, they do not mean the same 
thing that Christians mean when they refer 
to God. Christians believe that God is the 
ultimate reality and personal Creator of the 
world. Hindus say that they believe in one god, but it is it is not a god that 
thinks or communicates, except through the various gods who have taken 
physical form. &52  

Hindus believe that there is an 
ultimate reality that originated the world. 
Some Hindus call the ultimate reality 
Brahman. They believe that everything that 
exists is part of Brahman. They believe that 
Brahman is the soul or essential self in 
every living thing. &53 They may even say 
that they believe in only one god, but what 
they mean is that everything that exists is 
one, and it is god. 

? What are some differences between the 
Christian and Hindu concepts of God? 

 

Hindus claim to be tolerant of all religions. They have a saying that “All 
truth is one.” They say that there are many paths to the goal, even though 
different religions have very different concepts of the life a person should 
live and the goal he should try to reach. They don’t mean that “all truth is 
one” in the sense that all the truths in various religions are rationally 

                                                             
51 Jesus said we are to worship only the one true God (Luke 4:8). 
52 The prophet Jeremiah said that God created by the power of his words, and all false gods will perish (Jeremiah 
10:9-12). 
53 The Bible says that God created everything by his command. He is distinct from the things he made (Genesis 
1:1). 

“I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth” (Apostles’ Creed). 
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consistent with each other. They mean that all truth is an expression of the 
ultimate reality that cannot be put in statements. &54  

Christians believe that even though God is greater than we can 
understand, he has revealed some true statements about himself. If a 
religion contradicts the truth God has revealed about himself, that religion is 
wrong. 

Hindus believe in reincarnation. They 
believe it is the rebirth of a person’s essential 
self into various life forms, many times. &55  

Hindus believe in karma. Karma is a 
system by which good actions bring good 
results in one’s current life and later lives and 
also prepare the person for being reborn into 
better circumstances the next time. Karma is 
a natural law of the universe, not based on 
laws imposed by any god, and not regulated 
by any god. &56  

The Hindu’s goal is to find release from the cycle of reincarnation into 
an eternal condition called nirvana. Some Hindus define this condition as an 
eternal existence of the self, while others see it as absorption into Brahman, 
like a drop of water falling into the sea. &57 Many Hindus believe that the 
person ceases to exist as a conscious individual when he is absorbed into 
Brahman. 

Hindus believe in endless cycles of time, with no beginning, no ending, 
and no events that change things permanently. 

? What are some differences between the Hindu concept of nirvana and the 
Christian concept of heaven? 

  

                                                             
54 The Apostle Paul said a primary responsibility of a pastor is to teach doctrine. All religion is not the same (1 
Timothy 1:3-6). 
55 The Bible says that people die once then go to judgment before God (Hebrews 9:27). 
56 The Christian obeys the law of God and has a personal relationship with God (Psalm 119:1). 
57 The goal of the Christian is to live eternally in a personal relationship with God in heaven (Revelation 22:3-4). 

“The Christian believes in 
man, the infinite worth of 

the human individual, 
and the priceless 

potential to be realized 
through the redeeming 

grace of God” (W.T. 
Purkiser, Exploring Our 
Christian Faith, 204. 
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Any great leader who benefits people might later become a god in 
Hinduism. Every person is a manifestation of Brahman, but a god is a person 
who manifested Brahman more than others. 

 Hindus believe that Jesus was a person who practiced the principles of 
Hinduism and was a great teacher like others who have lived in other times. 
They do not believe he is the unique Son of God. 

 

Guilt and Forgiveness 

 According to Hinduism, every action will be rewarded or punished by 
karma. A person is guilty if he does something that harms himself or others. 
He will experience the results in his present life or a future life. He can 
balance wrong actions with good actions to get better consequences. There 
is no forgiveness. 

 

Hindu Lifestyle 

Those who fully renounce the world are not to produce, prepare, or 
store food. They must beg for their food every day. Some depend on 
relatives; others go from house to house to beg. &58  

Many Hindus are vegetarians. Among 
those who eat meat, most do not eat beef 
because cows are reverenced. Food is often 
offered to idols before it is eaten, even in 
homes. &59  

Hindus have very elaborate temple art 
and architecture, costumes, and personal 
adornments with religious significance. 

Hindus believe that they should care about every form of life equally. 
They believe a person should care about a suffering dog the same as he 
would care about his son. They believe that no relationship should make a 
                                                             
58 The best examples of Hindu followers do not work to support themselves, but the Bible says that a person 
should not depend on others and refuse to work (2 Thessalonians 3:10). 
59 The Bible says that all meat is allowed (1 Timothy 4:3-4). 
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person have emotions about someone’s need. They believe that to care for 
someone because of a relationship is a wrong motivation. They believe that 
Brahman has no emotions about anything, having no sorrow and no joy. A 
Hindu is supposed to try to reach that level. 

When Hindus talk about caring about everyone equally, they may 
sound like they have the same idea as Christians. Actually it is not the same 
at all. Christians believe they should love others as they love themselves. 
Hindus believe you should not have concern about others or yourself. 

For a Hindu, to meditate means to have complete control over your 
own mind, so that no thought comes without your permission. Their worship 
is designed to empty the mind. That is why they use repetitious sounds and 
words and exercises. The goal is to think about nothing. Yoga began as a 
Hindu system of exercises for clearing the mind. 

They pray to gods as a way to focus the mind. If a Hindu achieves 
total focus, he will no longer need gods and will not need to pray. They do 
not pray directly to Brahman. 

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. 

 

Evangelism 

Because Hindus do not believe the Bible, using proof texts to refute 
their beliefs will not change their mind. Instead, present the biblical gospel 
in a way that addresses their need. The Christian’s personal testimony of 
relationship with God helps to touch the Hindu’s need to know God. 

God, the Creator and Sustainer of the world, is a person who thinks 
and speaks, in contrast to the Hindu Brahman. 
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God is righteous and loving, with no evil side to his nature. He can 
always be trusted, in contrast to the Hindu gods who have selfish motives 
and conflicts in their own character. 

God loves mankind and created us with the purpose of living in 
relationship with him. He has a design for our lives and a plan for us to live 
in heaven with him eternally. Each of us can personally know God as Father. 

People are individually separated from God because they have sinned 
against his will. Every person will be judged individually by God for sin. This 
is different from the Hindu concept of impersonal karma that operates as a 
law of nature. 

Jesus came as the incarnation of God to die as a sacrifice for our sins 
so that we can be forgiven. Each person can come into relationship with God 
by asking for forgiveness on the basis of Jesus’ sacrifice. 

By forgiveness we come into personal relationship with the God who 
loves us and has promised to adopt us as his children, rather than worship-
ping distant, uncaring gods who have made no promises to us. 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

A Testimony 

When Bobby first met a Christian, he was offended at the idea that 
there is only one way to God. When he read the parables of Jesus in the 
Bible, he was amazed at how they applied to his life. He studied research 
about the accuracy of the Bible, and believed that the Bible has been well 
preserved from its original writing. One day he saw a film about the 
crucifixion of Jesus and made the decision to put his faith in Christ. Bobby 
says, “If Christianity is merely one of many equally valid religions, then the 
sacrifices I made, including the loss of my family’s peace, were senseless. I 
was comfortable in my Hindu faith and enjoyed an active prayer life; I only 
gradually felt a void and stubbornly resisted God’s call from within the 
church. It was Truth and Love that finally forced me to accept Christ as 
Lord.” 
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Now read Isaiah 46 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a Hindu. Let several students tell what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. 

 

Recommended Books 

The Case for Faith: A Journalist Investigates the Toughest Objections to 
Christianity, by Lee Strobel 
 
Walking from East to West, by Ravi Zacharias 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, and 
Judaism are also relevant for this lesson. 
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Lesson 10 
Buddhism 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Yeo grew up in a Buddhist family in the Philippines. He remembers 
times when it was not safe to go to the marketplace because Muslims were 
killing Buddhists for their religion. Yeo sometimes went with his mother to 
the Buddhist temple to burn incense. One day his sister was sick and dying. 
A doctor was there but could not help. Yeo’s mother prayed frantically for 
Buddha to help her.  

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote.  

Assigned Passage: Genesis 3. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What does the passage tell us about God, man, sin, and the world? 
Make a list of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

 

When you see the sign ? ask the question and let the students discuss the 
answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 

Origin of Buddhism 

Buddhism was developed by Siddhartha Gautama. Nothing was written 
about the life of Siddhartha Gautama until 400 years after his death, so 
details about his life are not certain. 

Gautama was born at around 563 BC. He was the son of a king of a 
small part of India. As a young man he escaped his keepers to get out and 
see the world. He saw people in poverty and disease, and concluded that life 
is essentially sorrow and suffering.  

Gautama had an experience which he said enlightened him about the 
nature of reality. The word Buddha means “enlightened.” Gautama is often 
called “the Buddha.” &60  
  

 

Reincarnation 

Gautama and most of the people of his culture already believed in 
reincarnation before he developed his new religion. Reincarnation means 
that a person is born again as another person or a creature such as an 
animal or insect. By reincarnation a person lives many lives. 

                                                             
60 The Bible tells us not to trust a message from a spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus Christ. The enlightenment 
that Gautama received was false (1 John 4:3). 
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If a person does mostly good deeds in his life, he earns karma. By 
earning enough karma, he can be born into a better life the next time. &61  

Because life is so miserable, 
Gautama felt that living many lives is not 
a good thing. He believed that a person 
should have the goal of escaping the cycle 
of reincarnation. 

A serious Buddhist follows the 
Buddhist way of life in order to rid himself 
of all desires. If he succeeds, he will not 
desire or enjoy anything or any human 
relationship. &62 When he dies he will 
enter nirvana instead of being born as 
another living thing. 

? How is the Buddhist concept of a perfect 
life different from the Christian concept? 

 

Nirvana means nothingness, the end 
of self, like the blowing out of a candle. 

Buddhists believe in endless cycles of 
time, with no beginning, no ending, and no 
events that change things permanently. &63  

Buddhism does not believe in a supreme 
God who is a person. They believe in an ultimate 
reality that is the total of everything that exists. 
Therefore, Buddhists meditate, but they do not 

pray, because they do not believe that there is a God who speaks and 
listens. Buddhists have writings that are called prayers, but they do not 
address anyone. &64 Gods of any kind are not important to Buddhism. 

                                                             
61 The Bible says that our works do not earn acceptance with God or pay for our sins (Romans 3:20). 
62 For the Christian, human relationships are very important and bring joy (1 Thessalonians 3:12). 
63 The Bible says there are key events and that time will not always continue as it is now (Revelation 10:6). 

“On its very first pages, the 
Bible rejects both 

philosophical pantheism 
(the teaching that God and 

the total universe are 
identical) and deism (the 

theory that God started the 
universe operating and left 

it to its own impersonal 
laws thereafter). God is not 
identified with his universe. 
It is his handiwork. On the 
other hand, the universe 
could not exist apart from 

God’s creative and 
sustaining power” (W.T. 
Purkiser, God, Man, and 

Salvation, 55). 

 

This SGC course is licensed to Engelbrecht Riaan with email avishuaministries@gmail.com.



90    
 

 

Present Influence 

Today there are many different sects of Buddhism. They are not united 
in a world-wide organization. 

The number of professing Buddhists in the world who purposely follow 
Buddhist teachings is at least 350 million. The number of people who call 
themselves Buddhist because they have been taught it and are not loyal to a 
different religion would be more than a billion. 

Many people call themselves 
Buddhists but select certain teachings that 
they like and ignore others. Many 
professed Buddhists do not participate in 
organized groups. 

Writings considered holy scriptures 
by Buddhists would fill 1000’s of volumes. 
Therefore, each sect focuses on certain 
ones, rather than trying to study them all. 

? How does a Christian view the Bible 
differently from the way a Buddhist views 
his scriptures? 

 

The Four Noble Truths of Buddhism 

The beliefs that Gautama taught after his enlightenment are 
summarized in the Four Noble Truths of Buddhism. 

(1) Life is full of sorrow and suffering with no real happiness. 

(2) Suffering results from desires because nothing we desire is permanent. 

(3) Detachment from all desires is the way to escape suffering. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
64 It is a great privilege for the Christian to pray in confidence that God hears (1 Timothy 2:8). 

“God is indeed there. He is 
there as He is here and 

everywhere, not confined to 
a tree or stone, but free in 

the universe, near to 
everything, next to 

everyone, and through 
Jesus Christ accessible to 
every loving heart” (A.W. 
Tozer, The Knowledge of 

the Holy, 82). 
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(4) The eight principles of Buddhist ethics for life take a person toward 
detachment from all desires and nirvana. 

? Is there anything in the four noble truths that a Christian can agree with? 

 

Difficult Doctrines of Buddhism 

Many people call themselves Buddhists because they follow some of 
the advice of Buddhist writings. They may not understand the foundational 
doctrines of Buddhism. 

Sometimes people like the concept of 
reincarnation because it means they will 
live many times. But in Buddhism, 
reincarnation is not considered a good 
thing because life is miserable. Also, 
according to Gautama, a person’s 
conscious self is not reborn. Only some of 
the material that he was made of is used 
to make a new creature. That means death 
is really the end of a personality. &65  

In original Buddhism, a person did not have the possibility of reaching 
nirvana at the end of his present life unless he was a Buddhist monk. A 
woman did not have the possibility to reach nirvana until being born again 
as a man and becoming a monk. 

Sometimes people assume that nirvana is like the Christian concept of 
heaven. But in Buddhism, nirvana is nothingness. If a person reaches 
nirvana, he no longer exists as a thinking being. Gautama said that to reach 
nirvana is to be like a candle when it is blown out. The main goal of a 
committed Buddhist is to reach nirvana. 

According to Gautama, all suffering comes because of desires. If a 
person could desire nothing, he would not suffer. To be a committed 
Buddhist, one must not care about any human relationships and learn to 
take no pleasure in anything at all. 
                                                             
65 Jesus gives eternal life to those who believe on him (John 10:28). 

“I believe in ... one Lord 
Jesus Christ ... by whom all 
things were made, who for 

us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven ... 
and was made man and was 

crucified for us” (Nicene 
Creed). 
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The story is told of a Buddhist monk named Sangamaji. He became a 
monk and left his family to spend all of his time wandering and meditating. 
Once his wife found him, laid their child in front of him, and begged him to 
help support them. Sangamaji sat without answering until she left. Gautama 
said that this man had reached the goal of Buddhism because he felt no joy 
when the wife came or sorrow when she left. &66  

 

The Lifestyle of Buddhism 

Many people who call themselves Buddhists have grown up in a culture 
of Buddhism and have never seriously considered anything else. The 
assumptions of the religion seem to them the only reality. The rituals are 
part of their daily lives. 

A person who converts to 
Buddhism from another religion is 
usually attracted by the religion’s 
philosophy of life. People do not join 
because they want to seek nirvana. 
People join because Buddhism seems to 
offer a life that is free from anxiety and 
conflict. Many people feel that they find 
freedom from stress in Buddhism and 
that their life is more orderly than before. 

Buddhism emphasizes a life of virtue. They believe that an action is 
virtuous if it benefits yourself and others, and does not harm anyone. The 
person’s intentions are more important that the actual results of his action. 

The mental and spiritual exercises are designed to help a person move 
from self-centeredness. They believe that all anxiety comes from caring too 
much about self. They want to forget self and love all sentient creatures 
(creatures that have minds). The problem is that without relationship with 
God, there is not a basis for selflessness and love. 

                                                             
66 Christians commit to marriage as a relationship that brings joy (Ephesians 5:28). 
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? Why can a person not be truly selfless and loving without a relationship 
with God? 

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group.  

 

Evangelism 

Because Buddhists do not profess to be Christians and do not 
recognize the Bible as the final authority, it is not enough just to show them 
that their beliefs are not consistent with the Bible. They already know that 
the Bible supports a religion different from their own. 

It is still important and effective to share the gospel. When you are in 
a conversation with a Buddhist, tell him you would like to explain the 
foundation of your beliefs. Share the gospel simply. Even though the 
Buddhist does not claim to believe the Bible, God’s truth has power because 
of the work of the Holy Spirit. 

You should also share your testimony. Tell how the gospel brought you 
into relationship with God, brought you forgiveness and deliverance from 
sin, and gave meaning to your life. 

Beyond the basics of the gospel presentation and personal testimony, 
you can speak to the special needs of the Buddhist with the truth of the 
gospel. Buddhism struggles to explain the suffering and sorrow of life. It fails 
to explain the reality of good things and the joy that exists. It denies the 
importance of everything that seems important in life, including human 
relationships. It is a religion without a personal God who has relationship 
with his worshippers. It provides no eternal life and significant individual 
destiny. 
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The Buddhist believes that suffering is meaningless and unreal. This is an 
unsatisfying explanation. 

Christianity explains the condition of suffering in the world. The world 
was created perfect by God, but man sinned and brought a curse on the 
world. This explains why there is aging, sickness, and death. Sin is also 
demonstrated in the continued evil actions of people.  

The Buddhist believes that there is no real happiness in life, and we should 
therefore desire nothing. This contradicts the experiences of joy and 
pleasure people have, especially in personal relationships. 

The fact of creation by God explains why there is still much joy and 
pleasure in life, even though the world is not perfect like God originally 
designed it. 

Like Buddhists, Christians realize that earthly things are not 
permanent. We should not live as if we will keep what we have here forever. 
However, a Christian can enjoy life because he knows he will live forever 
with God. Though things are not permanent, they are real, and our choices 
have eternal results. This gives purpose and significance to human life. 

The Buddhist believes that he should forget all relationships because they 
are meaningless. But human nature has a deep need for committed 
relationships. 

God has created us for relationships with other human beings. We 
desire to be valued by others. We desire to make commitments to others. 
Relationships are especially significant because we know that all people are 
specially created as eternal beings with eternal destinies. 

Buddhism is a religion without a God. But each of us has a deep need to 
know God and worship him. 

God designed us to live in relationship with him. A person is never 
fulfilled and satisfied until he is in a personal relationship with God. The 
relationship with our Creator will be eternal, and heaven is the place where 
we will live with God. 
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Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

A Testimony 

Yeo’s mother prayed desperately for Buddha to heal her dying 
daughter, but it seemed that there was no help. Then she remembered a 
Christian missionary named Wong who was preaching nearby. She sent Yeo 
to bring him. When Wong arrived, he said, “Don’t pray to Buddha; pray to 
Jesus.” Wong began to pray, and the girl was healed. Yeo’s mother became 
a Christian that day, and Yeo became a Christian later. 

 

Now read Genesis 3 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a Buddhist. Let several students tell what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 

Recommended Books 

The Case for a Creator: A Journalist Investigates Scientific Evidence that 
Points toward God, by Lee Strobel 
 
The Lotus and the Cross: Jesus Talks with Buddha, by Ravi Zacharias 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Hinduism, Taoism, Islam, and 
Judaism are also relevant for this lesson. 
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Lesson 11 
Taoism 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

James grew up in a Taoist family in Malaysia. His family had idols and 
an altar for worshipping ancestors. James was afraid of the idols, but made 
offerings to them because he was afraid they would punish him if he didn’t. 
He had heard of Jesus, but thought that Jesus was a god only for 
Westerners. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: Psalm 16. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What does this passage say that God does for his people? Make a list 
of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you come to the sign ? ask the question and allow students to discuss 
the answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 

Introduction to Taoism 

Taoism may have been started by a book called Tao Te Ching by a 
Chinese man named Laozi, written sometime before 350 B.C. It is not 
certain whether Laozi was an individual or if the writings were collected from 
several writers. The writings of a man named Zhuangzi also influenced the 
religion. 

Taoism is also called Daoism. 

The collection of scriptures for Taoism 
includes more than 1,000 books. The 
collection is called the Tao Zang. 

Taoism’s practices and concepts have 
been influenced by Confucianism and 
aspects of Chinese local religions and 
culture. Taoist practices vary widely from 
one place to another. 

It is difficult to estimate the number of 
Taoists because many people practice it 
individually and because it is blended with a 
variety of religions. It has been estimated 
that there are 400 million Taoists in China. 
Taoism exists among Chinese populations in various parts of the world, such 
as Singapore and Taiwan. There are also many in Vietnam and Korea. 
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A variety of schools and monasteries for Taoism exist, not united in 
one organization. Taoists practice rituals that are intended to influence gods 
and spirits. Many Taoist monasteries 
require their monks to be vegetarians. 
Rituals can include sacrifices of pigs, 
ducks, or fruit. Sometimes special paper 
with pictures is burned, with the idea that 
the thing in the picture becomes a real 
thing in the spirit world, creating 
something for spirits to use. &67  

? How should a Christian be involved in the spirit world? 

Different groups of Taoists believe in different pantheons of gods. They 
believe in interaction with gods, spirits, and ancestors. &68 They practice 
fortune-telling and various forms of divination. Some believe in mediums, a 
person through whom spirits communicate. In China and other places where 

there are many Taoists, they have several 
parades each year. Participants perform in 
costumes that represent various gods or 
spirits. The participant is considered to be 
possessed by the god or spirit he is 
representing. &69  

The god who rules the world is called 
Yu-huang, the Jade Emperor. According to 
legend he was a man born to an emperor, 
who grew to be the god he is now. He rules 
over all other gods and spirits. Though Yu-
huang is the ruling god, above him is 
another god, uninvolved with the world, 

who has absolute qualities. Yuan-shih T’ien-tsun is called the First Principal, 
and is believed to be without beginning or end, existing before all else. He is 

                                                             
67 The Bible tells us not to use things that other religions use to influence the spirit world. God is a person, and he is 
our Father, and we can talk to him (Matthew 6:7-9). 
68 The Bible says that those who follow the gods will find sorrow instead of the things they want (Psalm 16:4). 
69 Some religions consider spirit possession of a person to be a good thing, but the Bible shows that a person used 
by a spirit is a slave and needs deliverance (Acts 16:16-18) 

“We believe in one God the 
Father All-sovereign, maker 
of heaven and earth, and of 

all things visible and 
invisible” (Nicene Creed). 

“It is this independent one 
who deals intimately with 
creation, this infinite one 

who sponsors and nurtures 
finitude at every level, this 
immense one who cares 
about the whole cosmos 

and the smallest sparrow, 
this eternal one who gives 

and sustains time and 
temporal flow” (Thomas 

Oden, The Living God, 53). 
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believed to be self-existing, limitless, changeless, invisible, with all virtues, 
present everywhere, and the source of all truth. 

? What is missing in the Taoist’s concept of 
God?  

The Tao is their term for the reality 
that includes everything that exists and 
sustains it. The term Tao is also translated 
as “the way” because it refers to the way 
that things are sustained and reshaped. &70  

They believe that the Tao cannot be 
explained or understood. They say that the Tao is not anything that can be 
said about the Tao. &71  

? How does Christian theology differ from Taoist’s 
statements about the Tao? Can we understand God? 

Taoists believe that all opposites are illusions or 
simply complementing aspects of reality. The goal of 
the Taoist is to bring himself into harmony with the 
forces of the universe. His purpose is to improve his 
health and lengthen his life. A Taoist believes a 
person can become immortal if he fits into the forces 
of the universe perfectly. Taoists believe some people 
have achieved this and have become immortals to be 
worshipped as gods. &72 Taoists believe Jesus was a 
person who was spiritually advanced and showed the 
way for people to become gods. 

Like Buddhists and Hindus, Taoists believe in endless cycles of time, 
with no beginning, no ending, and no events that change things 
permanently. Unlike Hinduism and Buddhism, Taoists do not believe in the 
system of reincarnation, karma, and nirvana. 

                                                             
70 The Bible says that Jesus is the one who created everything and sustains everything (Colossians 1:16-17). 
71 We cannot understand everything about God, because he is infinite, but he has revealed truth about himself. 
Jesus came to show us what God is like (John 1:18, John 14:6-9). 
72 The Bible tells us that people who are in a higher form after death are not to be worshipped (Revelation 22:8-9). 

 

 

The “Yin and Yang” 
diagram illustrates the 
Taoist concept that all 
opposites such as good 
and evil are really just 
different sides of reality. 
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Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group.  

Evangelism 

Because Taoists do not believe the Bible, using proof texts to refute 
their beliefs will not change their mind. Instead, present the biblical gospel 
in a way that addresses their need. The Christian’s personal testimony of 
relationship with God helps to touch the Taoist’s need to know God. 

We can agree with some of the ethics of Taoism. They teach that 
people should love others, be gentle, give up selfishness, avoid judging 
others, and not follow after riches. 

They believe that the Tao is the source of all things and is present in 
all things. We believe that God is the Creator of all and is present 
everywhere. The difference is that we believe that God is a being with a 
mind and purpose, and we can be in relationship with him. 

They believe that the Tao takes care of all beings. We believe that God 
is involved in his creation and takes care of it, but he does it consciously, as 
a Father who loves us. 

The Taoists believe that there must be a god with absolute qualities 
who knows all things, is everywhere, and has all virtues. This corresponds to 
the Christian belief in God, and we can share with them that he is the God 
who created man in his own image for the sake of relationship. Explain that 
the God that we cannot reach has reached out to us with the incarnation of 
Christ. Explain that we are separated from him by sin, but can come into 
relationship with him because of Jesus. 

Christians believe that the eternal, absolute God has spoken and 
provided the Bible as a written form of his message to man. Offer to share 
the gospel with the Taoist, so he can decide whether or not to believe that it 
is a message from God. 
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Below is a special note related to the three religions that have just been 
studied. Someone should read and explain this note, then let class members 
say what branches of these religions they have heard of. 

 

A Confusing Variety 

There are many branches of Hinduism, Buddhism and Taoism with different 
names. For example, Falun Gong is a religion based on all three, but 
especially Buddhism. Like Falun Gong, a religious movement can begin with 
an individual teacher who changes some things and teaches his own way of 
practicing the religion. This can happen easily because these religions do not 
have a clear statement of their fundamental beliefs. 

The followers of the branches of eastern religions have much in common and 
do not consider their own branch to be the only true religion. They borrow 
details from other religious groups. 

Some branches emphasize physical health or ways of responding to the 
stress of life. Many people practice the mental and physical exercises for 
practical benefit and do not think much about religious beliefs. They may 
even think that what they do is not a religion. However, the practices are 
based on theology and cosmology that contradict biblical truth. 

 

Now read Psalm 16 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for the Taoist. Let several students tell what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 
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Recommended Books 

Jesus among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian Message, by 
Ravi Zacharias 
 
Christian Apologetics, by Norman Geisler 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and 
Judaism are also relevant for this lesson. 
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Lesson 12 
Islam 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Danny was a champion heavy-weight boxer. On a visit to Turkey he 
heard the Islamic call to prayer, and it interested him greatly. He began to 
study Islam and felt that it was the right religion for him. He had claimed to 
be Christian before, but was convinced that there are mistakes in the Bible. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: 1 John 1. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What does the passage say about the believer’s relationship with God? 
Make a list of statements. 
 
Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
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group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you see the sign ? ask the question and let the students discuss the 
answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 
Origin of Islam 

Islam is the second largest religion in the world, with 1.5 billion 
followers. Entire nations are ruled by the principles of Islam. The word Islam 
means “submission,” referring to submission to Allah. A follower of Islam is 
called a Muslim. The word Muslim means “one who submits.” Muslims call 
themselves “believers,” and they call people who are not Muslims “infidels” 
(unbelievers). 

Muhammad was the founder of the religion of Islam. He lived A.D. 
570-632.  

Muhammad claimed to receive revelations. Many people wrote about 
his revelations, and these were collected to form the Koran long after his 
death. The Koran is divided into sections called Sura.  

? How is the origin of the Koran different from the origin of the Bible? 

Muhammad’s religion was distinct from most of the religions around 
him because it was monotheistic and against idol worship. He knew about 
Judaism and Christianity, but rejected them. 

Muhammad came from a poor family, but married a rich widow. After 
she died, he married 12 more wives, including his adopted son’s wife, after 
making his son get a divorce. According to the Koran, men are limited to 
four wives. 
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When Muhammad gained enough followers, he took control of the city 
of Medina, now located in the modern nation of Saudi Arabia. After several 
battles, he took control of Mecca, and moved there. He and his followers 

attacked and conquered areas around 
them. They eventually conquered 
several nations and forced the people 
to become Muslims. 

The Koran commands Muslims 
to attack and kill idol worshippers.73 
The Koran says that people who fight 
against Islam should be killed or have 
their hands and feet cut off.74 
Muhammad destroyed Jewish 
villages, killing the men and selling 
their families into slavery. 

? How was the spread of Islam different from the spread of Christianity? 

 

Beliefs of Islam 

The most repeated belief of Islam is: “There is no God but Allah, and 
Muhammad is his prophet.” 

Muslims believe that Allah is the only God, the Creator of the world. 
They believe he is the one who gave revelation to biblical individuals such as 
Noah, Abraham, and Moses. 

Muslims do not believe in a Trinity or that any incarnation of God is 
possible. 

? How is the Muslim’s view of Muhammad different from the Christian’s view 
of Christ? 

                                                             
73 Sura 9:5. 
74 Sura 5:33. 

 

Modern Defenders of Islam 
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Muslims believe that Jesus was a 
prophet from God, did miracles, was the 
Messiah, and was sinless. They do not 
believe that he died on the cross, but that 
he was taken up by Allah when the Jews 
tried to kill him.75 They do not believe he 
was the Son of God or an incarnation of 
God.76 They do not believe he is the Savior 
of the world. 

Muslims believe that the Bible is from God, but they believe that if 
there are contradictions between it and the 
Koran, the Koran is the final authority 
because it is the last revelation. They 
believe that a later revelation can 
contradict a previous one.77 &78  

Muslims believe that salvation is 
earned by fulfilling certain requirements 
which include daily prayers, giving to the 
poor, fasting the month of Ramadan, and 
making a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

 

Difficult Doctrines of Islam 

To see what kind of lifestyle Muslims believe in, we can look at the 
nations that are controlled by Islamic law. Islamic law is called Sharia law. 
Many Arab countries follow Sharia law to some extent. Islamic law does not 
allow freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom of assembly, or 
freedom of the press.  

In an Islamic country a person can be killed for converting to 
Christianity or for attempting to evangelize other people. 

                                                             
75 Sura 4:157-158. 
76 Sura 9:30-31, 18:4-5. 
77 Sura 2:106, 13:39. 
78 The Bible says that God’s Word will never pass away but stands forever (Isaiah 40:8, 1 Peter 1:25). 

“I am as fully convinced 
today that the Scriptures 
are of God as that the sun 
shines. And this conviction 
(as every good gift) comes 
from the Father of lights” 
(John Wesley, letter in 

1747). 

“I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth; and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son our 

Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary” (Apostles’ 
Creed). 
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According to Sharia law, a man can 
divorce his wife instantly for any reason. A 
woman cannot divorce without her husband’s 
agreement. Men are allowed to beat their 
wives, according to the Koran.79 A man can 
be married to four wives.80 A woman can be 
killed by her relatives if she does not follow 
Islamic requirements. In some countries 
women are not allowed to drive cars, go to 
school, or appear in public without their faces 
covered. &81 A woman may be beaten 
publicly if she breaks the rules.  

Muslims believe that right and wrong come only from the will of Allah. 
Allah could change what is right if he chose, because his will is what matters 
rather than an unchangeable character. &82  

The Koran does not say that people are created in Allah’s image. Allah 
is said to be transcendent and unknowable and totally different. &83  

Muslims do not expect to have a 
personal relationship with Allah. Allah is 
called “all-loving,” but otherwise it is never 
stated in the Koran that he loves people. 
The Koran frequently states that Allah is 
forgiving and merciful to those who become 
believers in Islam. People are to repent and 
ask to be spared judgment with the hope 
that Allah is merciful, but there is no 

salvation experience or assurance of forgiveness. &84  

                                                             
79 Sura 4:34. 
80 Sura 4:3. 
81 Christians are told to be gentle with their wives (1 Peter 3:7). A man is supposed to love his wife as much as 
himself (Ephesians 5:28-29). 
82 The Bible tells us that God is good and is the source of everything good. God never changes (James 1:17). 
83 Humans are created in the image of God. Therefore, we can understand some things about the nature of God 
and can have a relationship with him (Genesis 1:27). 
84 The Bible promises us that God forgives the one who confesses and believes (1 John 1:9). 

“The good news is that 
God through Christ has 
done what the law could 

not do: sent his Son as an 
offering for sin. Christ 

expiated sin by his own 
sacrificial death” (Thomas 
Oden, The Word of Life, 

350). 
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? How is a Christian’s relationship with God different from a Muslim’s 
relationship with Allah? 

The benefits of Islam are offered mostly to men, and the Koran 
addresses every issue from the perspective of men. Women are only 
property of men. The Islamic paradise after death is for men, with women 
provided there for their pleasure.85 

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group. 

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. 

 

Evangelism 

It is not enough just to prove Christian doctrines from the Bible, 
because Muslims believe that the Koran replaces the Bible as the highest 
authority. 

We can agree with certain important Islamic beliefs. Christians agree 
that there is one God who created the world. Christians agree that there is a 
final judgment, and that every person will be sent either to heaven or hell. 

Other important truths should be shown in the Bible. Muslims believe 
that the Bible is from God but is superceded by the Koran. However, you can 
make the point that certain truths are so basic that they cannot change. 
Also, historical facts cannot change. 

God made humans in his image (Genesis 1:27). He loves them and 
wants to be in relationship with them. 

Christians agree with Islam that Jesus was the Messiah and sinless. 
Show that he promised to give eternal life to those who believed in him 
                                                             
85 Sura 55:56. 
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(John 10:28), he promised to raise the dead by his voice (John 5:28-29), 
and said that nobody comes to the Father except by him (John 14:6). 

Show from Scripture that he was more than just a sinless man; he was 
the Son of God (See Handbook of Doctrine section on “Jesus is God”). He 
could not have been a good man and a prophet of God unless his claims 
about himself were true. Islam teaches that Jesus was a prophet of God, but 
he has to be either who he claimed to be and able to give eternal life, or he 
was a wicked or self-deceived man who caused people to put their faith in 
him. 

Jesus came to show the love of God. He showed that God loves every 
person, including women and people of low class. People are not separated 
from God because of their gender or social class. People are separated from 
God only by their sin, and God offers forgiveness. God invites the sinner to 
be forgiven and to enter a personal relationship with him. 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

A Testimony 

Jalal lived in Saudia Arabia. As a boy he was faithful to the Islamic 
religion. He memorized large sections of the Koran and helped at the 
mosque. When he was sixteen years old, he wanted to join a holy war and 
fight for Islam, but his parents said he was too young. Later he found a job 
and became busy and began to neglect religion. He got into a problem and 
wanted to pray for help, but was afraid that Allah was angry at him for his 
neglect of religion. He prayed to Jesus for help, and the problem was solved 
two days later. He also had a dream and saw Jesus showing people the way 
to heaven. He put his faith in Christ for salvation. Jalal says, “I feel love in 
my heart, and I am very happy to know Jesus. When I was a Muslim, I could 
never imagine that the Christians were right. After that, I found out how 
much God loves me, and I became a Christian. Yes, he loves me, he loves 
you, and he loves the whole world. Jesus Christ loved us, and he still does. 
And don't forget in the last day nobody can save us, only Jesus Christ.” 
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Now read 1 John 1 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a follower of Islam. Let several students tell what they 
wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 

Recommended Books 

Light in the Shadow of Jihad, by Ravi Zacharias 
 
Reasoning from the Scriptures with Muslims, by Ron Rhodes 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, 
and Judaism are also relevant for this lesson. 
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Lesson 13 
Judaism 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

 Hans was a German who moved to America. At college he made 
friends who were Jews. He became familiar with the history of the Jews and 
learned that millions of them had been killed by Germans under Hitler. He 
felt ashamed of being a German, and wondered if he should join Judaism to 
partly repay what his country had done. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 If you did not know about Jesus, what could you see that this passage 
says about the person called the “Servant”? Make a list of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you come to the sign ? ask the question and let students discuss the 
answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 

Introduction to Judaism 

Modern Judaism originated from 
the religion and history of ancient Israel 
as described in the Old Testament. 
Practices and beliefs have adapted 
through the centuries and are not 
identical to the original ones. 

Judaism is more closely related to 
Christianity than any other religion that 
does not claim to be Christian. Judaism 
claims to worship the God of ancient 
Israel, the God of the Old Testament, 
which is the same God worshipped in 
Christianity. The Scriptures of Judaism 
are the Old Testament in the Christian 
Bible. &86  

The Talmud is a collection of the writings of ancient Jewish rabbis. 
Printed in book form, it is more than 6,000 pages. Judaism depends on the 
Talmud for authority for their traditions and practices. 

                                                             
86 Followers of Judaism believe the Old Testament, but they do not understand the most important truths in the 
Old Testament about the Messiah (John 5:39).  

“It is the nature of God’s 
love to choose. It chooses 

not in order to exclude 
others but in order to 

provide a bridgehead from 
which God’s love for all 
mankind might be made 
known. God’s love was 
especially manifested to 

Israel in order that it might 
be demonstrated to all” 

(W.T. Purkiser, God, Man, 
and Salvation, 158). 
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There are about 14 million followers of Judaism. Almost half of them 
live in the nation of Israel. 

Judaism is the primary religion of 
the nation of Israel, and most followers of 
Judaism are ethnically Jews, whether 
they live in Israel or elsewhere. To say 
someone is a Jew usually identifies his 
religion and his ethnicity, and sometimes 
his nationality. 

However, definitions are difficult. 
Most followers of Judaism are of Jewish 

ethnicity, but people have converted to Judaism from other ethnic groups. 
Judaism is a national religion, but 25% of the people in Israel are not Jews, 
in religion or ethnicity. Many Jews do not live in Israel, and some who live in 
Israel do not practice any religion seriously. A person who is ethnically a 
Jew, whether in Israel or anywhere else, may be a convert to a different 
religion, or even be an atheist. 

? Explain what a Jew is, first with an ethnic definition, then with a religious 
definition. 

Christianity began as religion separate from Judaism at the time of 
Jesus’ earthly life. However, Christianity is the continuation and fulfillment of 
the religion of Israel as revealed in the Old Testament. &87 The prophets of 
Israel predicted the coming of Jesus. The essence of Old Testament faith 
was relationship with God, made possible by his forgiveness and grace. 
Therefore, Christians claim the writings of the Old Testament as their 
heritage. Christians follow the example of those who were in right 
relationship to God all the way back to the beginning of mankind. &88  

? Why is it true to say that Christianity is not a new religion? 

 

                                                             
87 God is the God of the Jews and Gentiles both, and has the same plan of salvation for all (Romans 3:29-30). 
88 In a sense, the true Jew is the one who received God’s work of grace in his heart (Romans 2:28-29). The blessing 
of Abraham is available for Gentiles (Galatians 3:14). 
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Anyone who is saved is saved by grace through faith, whether he is a 
Jew or a Gentile. Everyone has sinned and needs forgiveness. Salvation is 
not achieved by keeping the details of the Old Testament law, but by finding 
grace through faith. &89  

The nation of Israel in general rejected 
Jesus as Messiah. Jews who did believe in 
Jesus were the first members of the Christian 
church, then the spread of the Gospel brought 
Gentiles into the church. &90  

Judaism is the religion of the Jews who 
tried to keep the religion of the Old Testament 
while rejecting Jesus as the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament hopes. Today there are 
organizations such as Jews for Jesus who try to keep the Jewish heritage 
while becoming Christians. They are called “Messianic Jews” because they 
accept Jesus as the Messiah while continuing to identify themselves as Jews. 
They are not part of the religion of Judaism. 

Over the centuries, Judaism has continued to develop its traditions, 
while keeping many traditions from ancient times. Many Jews follow 
traditions of dress that make them recognizable as Jews. They also follow 
the Old Testament restrictions of diet, like abstinence from eating pork. &91  

In Judaism, salvation does not occur as an individual conversion 
experience. They believe they can live in a blessed, covenant relationship 
with God by following his commandments. Salvation means to be delivered 
from situations of oppression or conditions that keep them from serving God 
as they should. Salvation is more of a national or group matter than an 
individual matter. 

? What is the concept of salvation in Judaism? 

 

                                                             
89 No person is justified by keeping the law, because everyone has already sinned and broken the law (Romans 
3:20-23). 
90 God desires that all Jews be saved (Romans 10:1, 11:1). 
91 Christians are free from the Old Testament requirements of special days and diet because those things were 
symbols of Christ, and now he has fulfilled them (Colossians 2:16-17). 

He [Jesus] suffered and 
was buried; and the third 

day He arose again 
according to the 

scriptures; and ascended 
into heaven; and sits on 

the right hand of the 
Father” (Nicene Creed). 
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There is no single organization for all 
followers of Judaism, no single statement of 
beliefs that they all hold, and no final 
authority for doctrine that all recognize. 
Some of their organizations are very 
conservative, with a high view of the 
authority of Scripture, and trying to hold the 
ancient traditions and beliefs. More liberal 
Jewish organizations have adapted their 
beliefs and practices to make them fit 
modern culture, choosing what they want to 
keep from tradition and Scripture. 

Judaism does not believe that God is a Trinity or that an incarnation 
has happened. &92 They believe that Jesus was a controversial teacher who 
was not the Messiah and not God. 

The expectation that a Messiah will come is central to Judaism. They 
do not believe that the Messiah has come yet. They expect that he will bring 
peace to the world. They do not believe that the 
Messiah will be an incarnation of God, but a 
specially anointed man. 

Conservative Jews believe that the Messiah 
will be a literal person. Liberal Jews are more 
likely to consider the Messiah a figurative 
expression for the agent of peace, which could be 
some group or organization. 

? Describe Judaism’s concept of a messiah. 

 The Bible tells us that the time will come when Israel will accept 
Christ. The Apostle Paul said that right now the gospel is spreading among 
the Gentiles, and the Jews are mostly blind to the gospel. But he goes on to 
say, “All Israel shall be saved.” That doesn’t mean that every individual Jew 
will be saved, but as a nation they have rejected Jesus, and as a nation they 
will repent and accept him (See Romans 11:23-26). Even now, many 
individual Jews are being converted. 
                                                             
92 The Old Testament predicted that the Messiah would be Almighty God (Isaiah 9:6). 

“Paul says essentially 
[in Romans 9:3-4] 
that ‘Christ was in 

human terms a Jew 
but in fact God’” 

(Willard Taylor, God, 
Man, and Salvation, 

343). 
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Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. 

 

Evangelism 

Some Jews are prejudiced against Christianity because Jews have 
sometimes been severely persecuted by professed Christians in the past. We 
can try to help them realize certain truths about the persecution. First, Jesus 
never encouraged persecution, and professed Christians who hate others are 
not following his example. Persecution is political as well as religious, and 
motivated by reasons that are opposed to the principles of Christianity. The 
best way for a Jew to be convinced that Christians are not his enemies is for 
Christians to show the love of Christ. 

A Jew’s religion is strongly connected to his extended family, a way of 
life, and an ancient heritage. A Jew may think that he would lose everything 
that matters if he converted to another religion. The Christian should show 
that Jesus is the natural fulfillment of the Jewish religion. He is the Messiah 
they expected. He provided the salvation described in the Old Testament. 

The fact that Jesus is the Messiah is demonstrated by his fulfillment of 
Old Testament prophecy about the Messiah. Examples are the prediction 
that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) and that he would 
be of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10). It is even more important to show 
from Isaiah 52:13-53:12 that he accomplished the salvation that was 
expected of the Messiah. Jesus did not yet fulfil the Messianic prophecy of 
world peace, but it is reasonable that salvation from sin must come first 
because war comes from the sinful hearts of people. 

It is important to share the gospel and emphasize that a person who is 
saved comes into a personal relationship with God. Jews believe in God but 
do not have a personal relationship with him. 
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It is possible to explain the gospel using only the Old Testament. All 
people have sinned against God (Psalm 142:2-3). Sin separates people from 
God (Isaiah 59:2). The Messiah suffered and died as a sacrifice for our sins 
(Isaiah 53:5). God promises to forgive and cleanse the one who repents and 
believes (Isaiah 1:16-18). 

Psalm 51 is a prayer of repentance and faith. David prayed for 
forgiveness and cleansing. This is a prayer inspired by the Spirit of God, 
which tells us that God offers forgiveness this way. If a person believes that 
God has provided Jesus as a sacrifice for sin, he can pray this prayer in faith 
and receive God’s grace. 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

A Testimony 

Harry is a Jewish man whose family came from Germany. His 
grandparents all died in the Nazi prison camps. He says that the Jews felt 
that they were being killed by the Christian world because the churches of 
Germany and in the rest of the world let it happen. His parents told him to 
never look at a cross, because it represented death. Every day his school 
bus passed a church with a cross, and he tried not to look at it. One day a 
Jewish friend tried to give him a New Testament, but he refused, saying that 
it was not for Jews. Later another friend showed him verses in the Old 
Testament and in the New Testament that he had never seen before. Harry 
had many questions about why the world is like it is, and he began to see 
the answers in the Bible. He came to faith that Jesus is the Messiah. 

 

 

Now read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 again. Write a paragraph explaining the 
message this passage has for a follower of Judaism. Let several students tell 
what they wrote. 
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Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 
 

Recommended Books 

More than a Carpenter, by Josh McDowell 
 
The Messiah in the Old Testament, by Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Jehovah’s Witnesses and Iglesia 
ni Cristo are also relevant for this lesson. 

 
 

Online Resources 

The website for Jews for Jesus provides evidence for Christianity and 
answers for objections, especially for Jews, at JewsforJesus.org. 

Another ministry that provides articles and information is Chosen People 
Ministries, at chosenpeople.com. 
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Lesson 14 
The New Age Religion 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Elliot was raised a Roman Catholic, but dropped out of the church 
when he became an adult. He lived for pleasure for years, but began to feel 
that he urgently needed to find the purpose of life. A friend got him started 
using drugs, and Elliot felt that he got a new view of the universe and 
himself. He also began to hear voices giving him directions. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: Psalm 19. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What does this passage show us about the effects of God’s truth? 
Make a list of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes. 

When you see this sign ? ask the question, and let the students discuss the 
answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 
Introduction to the New Age Religion 

The New Age religion has a variety of groups, organizations, and 
individuals. They are not united under a certain name or statement of 
beliefs. Some seem very religious, and others seem to be scientific instead 
of religious. They would not all say that they are part of a New Age religion, 
but they all share certain characteristics. 

New Age followers believe in human potential to solve all problems. 
They believe that a person can develop into a being with powers far beyond 
what is now considered normal. They believe that all the answers are within 
us. They believe that the purpose of education is not to tell us what is true 
but to show us how to open our own potential. &93  

? What Christian doctrine about man does the New Age ignore? 

To unlock human potential, the New Age looks for ancient wisdom in pagan 
religions and occultic practices. They practice astrology, spiritism, and all 
kinds of divination. They try to communicate with spirits and people who 
have lived in the past. They practice channeling, when the spirit of a person 
who lived in the past temporarily takes over the body and voice of a living 
person. &94  

                                                             
93 The heart is truly deceitful and wicked until it is changed by God. A person cannot find the answers to life within. 
The problems are within (Jeremiah 17:9). 
94 People reject God and seek other sources of supernatural help because they do not want to repent of sin. A 
person who needs guidance and power should seek God (Isaiah 8:19). 
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 They do not believe that any 
religion has all truth. They believe that 
all religions are essentially the same, 
but have different beliefs and practices 
that are helpful. Even if certain beliefs 
contradict each other, they think both 
may be true in a nonrational way. They 
reject any claim that a doctrine is 
absolutely true. They do not believe any 
doctrine can be true in the sense that 
conflicting doctrines would be false. 
They hate Christianity because it claims 
to be right and that other religions are 

wrong. &95 They accept any religious group that does not claim to have 
truth that everyone should believe. 

? What other religions would the New Age 
not like? 

They accept the supernatural without 
any principle for distinguishing between 
good powers and evil powers. They tend to 
believe that any spirit involvement is good. 
&96  

New Age followers do not distinguish 
themselves from other religions. They 
think that some religions share many of 
their beliefs, especially eastern religions 
like Buddism, Hinduism, and Taoism. They 
also like animist religions, which interact 
with spirits in nature (animism is described in the next lesson). 

They deny the reality of death. They think that death is simply when 
the person passes to a different level of existence. Some say that life after 

                                                             
95 The Bible pronounces judgment on those who do not distinguish evil from good and reject a standard of right 
and wrong (Isaiah 5:20). 
96 There are evil spirits involved in the world, and they are already condemned to eternal punishment. People who 
follow them will share their punishment (Matthew 25:41). 

 

Stonehenge, an ancient stone monument in 
England, is the site of various religious 
activities. 

“Sometimes it is argued 
that we live under a 

different culture and what is 
right or wrong now has 

changed because of 
changing times.... Amidst 

the welter of human change 
stands a rock of eternal 

truth which is the Word of 
God and its standard that 

changes not” (Leslie Wilcox, 
Profiles in Wesleyan 

Theology, Vol. 3, 282). 
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death is almost the same as this natural life. Many of them believe in 
reincarnation and the principle of karma, as in Hinduism. Instead of seeing 
reincarnation as a bad thing, like Hinduism and Buddhism, the New Age 
religion thinks it is good to live many times. Some of them think they know 
who they were in a previous life. 

Their view of God is pantheistic. That means that they believe that all 
reality is one essence, and that everything together is God. Every object and 
every person is part of God. They do not believe God is a person who thinks 
or speaks. 

? Would a follower of the New Age pray? 

The New Age believes that Jesus was a man who knew how to use 
special powers and tried to teach others to do the same. They believe that 
Jesus did not care about ethical standards and did not judge anyone’s 
wrongdoing. 

They do not believe in the reality of 
sin, because they do not believe in a God 
who sets a standard and judges. They 
believe that the evil in the world is just a 
need of knowledge and adjustment so that 
everything can be in harmony. The New 
Age justifies all kinds of sinful perversion. 
&97  

The New Age rejects the biblical 
concept of salvation. The New Age does 
not believe that sin is real and believes the 
solution to human problems is 
development of spiritual awareness and 
spiritual powers. 

New Age followers believe that 

                                                             
97 God invites people to find the real solution – forgiveness and cleansing (Isaiah 1:18). 

“He [the Devil] is to make 
you idolize yourselves; to 

make you wiser in your own 
eyes than God himself and 
all the oracles of God. In 
order to do this, he must 

not appear in his own 
shape. That would frustrate 
his design. Instead, he uses 

all his skill to make you 
deny his existence till he 
has you secure in his own 
place” (John Wesley, “A 

Caution against Bigotry”). 
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humanity is entering a special era when people who understand New Age 
principles will change all of society. They believe there will be peace and 
economic security for everyone. &98  

? What does the New Age believe instead of the biblical concept of 
salvation? 

 

Recognizing New Age Representatives 

There are many words that help identify a group, or organization, or 
author as New Age. Some examples are vegetarianism for religious or 
philosophical reasons, mystical health methods that cannot be scientifically 

explained, references to karma, terms of 
living in oneness with nature or the cosmos, 
meditation as a means of nonrational 
understanding, terms of unlimited human 
potential, strange types of psychological or 
mystical energy and power, communication 
with the dead or with spirits, use of various 
things for divination, astrology, witchcraft 
and wicca, religious involvement with 
nature, interest in pyramids and crystals, 
interest in UFO’s and beings not from earth, 
trust in spirit guides and higher beings, and 
concepts and practices derived from eastern 
religions. 

? What examples of New Age practices have you seen or heard about? 

 

The Christian Response 

There is nothing new about the New Age religion. Isaiah 47:10-14 is 
addressed to a specific nation that practiced all kinds of sorcery, and it 
sounds just like the New Age. They looked for special wisdom while 
                                                             
98 The Bible warns us not to expect peace and security in a society that is not submitted to God (1 Thessalonians 
5:3). 

 

New Age uses symbols from many 
different traditions. 
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practicing wickedness. They tried to be gods. They invented many methods 
of creating spiritual power. 

The Bible forbids every kind of magic and sorcery, not because it is not 
real, but because it is evil and opposes the power of God (Leviticus 19:26, 
31, 20:6, Deuteronomy 18:9-12). God 
commanded the nation of Israel to execute 
witches (Exodus 22:18, Leviticus 20:27). 
Christians today do not have the 
responsibility of executing anyone, but the 
command shows God’s absolute judgment 
of that sin. In the New Testament, when 
people were converted they destroyed 
their books of magic (Acts 19:19). 

People reject God but still seek spiritual power. God’s power is greater, 
and he uses his power for those who trust him, but he does not put his 
power into people’s control. A person who seeks power and knowledge 
through magical methods is trying to find it while rejecting God. Interaction 
with spirits and the search for power leads a person into deeper evil. 

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group.  

 

Evangelism 

It is a priority to share the gospel with a follower of the New Age. 
Don’t get caught in arguments that keep you from sharing the gospel. He 
may think that he is familiar with churches, and he has rejected church, but 
he may not really understand what the gospel is. 

“I acknowledge one baptism 
for the remission of sins; 

and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead; 

and the life of the world to 
come” (Nicene Creed). 
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Jesus demonstrated great power to heal, prophesy, and discern truth. 
He was greater than any New Age leader. He is not an example of someone 
who developed himself and used spiritual forces from nature. Jesus was 
submitted to the Father and believed in absolute truth. He was in conflict 
with those who denied the truth of God’s authority, sin, and judgment. 

Christians believe in a new age that is coming with the kingdom of 
God. It will be the end of all suffering, and will bring peace and prosperity. 
Only those who are in right relationship with God can enter that new age. 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

A Testimony 

Elliot tried to follow the voices he was hearing. They told him that he 
was Christ, the Son of God, but he resisted the delusion. Sometimes he felt 
supernatural power and knowledge. Some of his friends told him there was 
no conflict between believing in Jesus and believing in Buddha or something 
else. He began to feel that the thing that gave him power was trying to 
possess him. He met a group of Christians who became his friends. He 
began to understand that he could not trust all of the voices he was hearing. 
Sometimes God was speaking to him, but sometimes evil spirits were trying 
to take him the wrong direction. He learned to test ideas with solid truth. He 
found that real relationship with Christ was more satisfying than all of the 
experiences he had been through. 

 

Now read Psalm 19 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a follower of the New Age. Let several students tell what 
they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 
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Recommended Books 

When Skeptics Ask: A Handbook on Christian Evidences, by Norman Geisler 
and Ronald M. Brooks 
 
The Everlasting Man, by G.K. Chesterton 
 
The Abolition of Man, by C. S. Lewis 
 
The books recommended for the lessons on Jehovah’s Witnesses, Iglesia ni 
Cristo, and Eastern Lightning are also relevant to this lesson. 
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Lesson 15 
Animism 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Miri was a small child in a village in New Guinea. He had few toys but 
sometimes played with the skull of his grandfather. The skull was kept in the 
house as a way of respecting their ancestor and also to keep away evil 
spirits. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: Psalm 147. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What does this passage say about God’s involvement with creation? 
Make a list of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you see the sign ? ask the question and allow students to discuss the 
answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson. 

 

Introduction to Animism 

Animism is not a single religion, but a type of 
religion. It is typical of primitive cultures, and is the 
religion of most primitive societies, especially 
before they are affected by contact with the outside 
world. 

Animism is not always a religion distinct from 
other religions. Many people who would call 
themselves Hindus, Buddhists, Voodoo worshippers, 
or Roman Catholics live by many of the beliefs of animism. Many people in 
the New Age religion study animist practices to find ways to interact with the 
supernatural. 

Animism in general has no authoritative Scripture and no written 
doctrine. 

Animists believe that the elements of nature all around them have 
souls. This includes animals, trees, mountains, and rivers. They believe that 
they must acknowledge and interact with those souls to succeed at raising 
food, building houses, and staying healthy. &99  

                                                             
99 Animists believe in spirits that stay in certain places, but God has all power in every place (1 Kings 20:28). 

“God is uncreated, 
necessary, one, 

infinite, immense, 
eternal being, the 

life of all that lives” 
(Thomas Oden, The 

Living God, 53). 
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Animists also believe in spirits that are not necessarily attached to a 
material body or location. They may also believe that the spirits of their 
ancestors are involved in the world and in 
their lives. 

? What similarities do you see between 
Animism and other religions we have 
studied? 

Animists do not consider humans to be 
distinct from the world, but part of it, with no 
special status. &100  

Animists may not call their beliefs a 
religion. Animism is just reality to them. 

Animists develop customs of using special 
words, items, or actions intended to interact with 
the spirits. These customs are different in different 
societies. The customs are supposed to help them 
avoid antagonizing spirits, and possibly get good 
responses from them. A person may carry with him 
an object that is supposed to have power. Often, an 
animist cannot explain why a custom is practiced. 
&101  

Animists may believe there are ways for a 
person to gain power from an object or other 
person. They believe a person must be careful not to 

be affected by harmful power from particular objects or places. 

Most practices that are called superstitions come from animist 
concepts. A superstition is the idea that a person must follow certain 
practices because of particular objects or actions or places that have spiritual 
power. Christians are not superstitious, even though they know that evil 
supernatural powers are real, because they trust the supreme power of God. 

                                                             
100 God puts special value on humans and gives them special care (Matthew 10:31). 
101 God wants us to get rid of anything that is used for depending on spirits for help. If we have those things, we 
are not completely trusting God (Acts 19:19). 

“It is the sovereign power 
of God that makes 

providence and miracles 
completely at home in the 

biblical world. God can 
never be excluded from 

His creation” (W.T. 
Purkiser, God, Man, and 

Salvation, 154). 
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? Why does the Bible tell us not to use the things that are part of 
superstition? 

Animists believe that the world is 
full of spiritual danger, and that they 
must be careful not to offend the spirits 
of nature or of their ancestors. Their life 
is guided by constant fear. &102 
Sometimes people think that primitive 
societies are happy and without worries 
until missionaries come with organized 
religion, but that is not true. Primitive 
people who do not have the gospel live in 

slavery to fear of spirits. The gospel comes as a wonderful message of 
deliverance. They learn that they can serve 
a God who loves them and not have to fear 
the spirits. 

An animist group may have a 
professional “witch doctor” who is thought 
to be expert in dealing with matters of the 
spirits. 

Animists may believe in a supreme 
God who created, but they do not think that contact with him is possible. 
They think that the spirits around them are the ones they must deal with for 
results in their lives. 

The attempt to interact with spirits often leads animists into interaction 
with demons. 

Now go back over the preceding material 
and look at the points marked &. Each one 
has a footnote with a biblical fact and 
reference. All students should look up the 
verses and take turns reading them to the 
group. 

                                                             
102 The Bible tells us many times that we do not have to fear because we can trust God (Isaiah 41:10). 

“And I believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the Lord and Giver of 
Life, who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son” 

(Nicene Creed). 
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Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group. 

 

Evangelism 

Many animists already believe in a supreme God, but do not believe 
they have access to him or that he is interested in them. The gospel tells 
them that God loves them and demonstrated his love by sending Jesus. 

Many animists think that they have offended God. The gospel explains 
that God is ready to forgive our sins so we can come into relationship with 
him. 

Animists live in fear of spirits. We can assure them that if they come to 
know God, they are under his protection and can deal with h im instead of 
with spirits. 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

 

A Testimony 

Hato was a chief of a tribe in New Guinea. He had lived in fear of 
spirits and ancestors. The villages were often at war with each other. A 
missionary came to live in his village. Hato saw how the missionary trusted 
God during a crisis when the missionary’s sons were in danger. Hato made 
the decision to serve God instead of the spirits. 

 

Now read Psalm 147 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
Psalm has for the Animist. Let several students tell what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 
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Recommended Books 

Peace Child, by Don Richardson 
 
Eternity in Their Hearts, by Don Richardson 
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Lesson 16 
Voodoo 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Chelsea visited a voodoo shop to ask questions. The man said that 
voodoo is not in conflict with Catholicism and that a person can be Catholic 
and practice voodoo. He said that spirits help people, but people should pay 
the spirits back by allowing the spirits to possess them. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote.  

Assigned Passage: Psalm 145. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What does this passage say about the power and goodness of God? 
Make a list of statements. 
 
Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
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group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you come to this sign ? ask the question and allow students to 
discuss the answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 

Introduction to Voodoo 

Voodoo originated in African tribal religions, but has been mixed with 
features from other sources. Many modern practitioners prefer the term 
Vodun. 

According to Voodoo, there is a God, 
but people cannot reach him for help. 
Instead, people can interact with the spirits 
who are involved in the world. &103  

? What other religion does this sound like? 

Many voodoo worshippers 
acknowledge that they are serving Satan. 

Voodoo practice is not always 
recognized by outsiders because it often 
uses Roman Catholic rituals, images, and 
saint names. They use crosses and other 
Christian symbols. Statistics for Voodoo 
are difficult to find because many Voodoo 
participants are also involved with other 
religions, including Christianity. &104  

                                                             
103 The Bible tells us that God is very near to every one of us, and we can find him (Acts 17:27). 
104 It is impossible to serve God and worship other spirits also (1 Corinthians 10:20-22). 

“He [Jesus] ascended into 
heaven, he sitteth at the 
right hand of the Father, 

God Almighty, from whence 
he will come to judge the 
quick and the dead. At 

whose coming all men will 
rise again with their bodies 
and shall give account for 
their own works. And they 
that have done good shall 

go into life everlasting; and 
they that have done evil 

into everlasting fire” 
(Athanasian Creed). 
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Sometimes people that call themselves Christians but are not truly 
converted do not see the conflict between Voodoo and Christianity. A person 
who attends church may also go to a voodoo witch doctor for help with some 
problem. A businessman may ask for magic to help him sell more 
merchandise. A parent may go to get help for a sick child.  

? Why is it impossible for a voodoo 
worshipper to also be a real Christian? 

Voodoo worshippers interact 
with spirits by using altars, offerings, 
dances, and ceremonies. They also 
pray to ancestors. 

The spirits (loa) are divided into 
five nations, and numerous families of 
individuals with the same surnames. 
Certain spirits or families of spirits are 
associated with certain aspects of life, 
like agriculture, the military, or love. 
This is similar to the way Roman 
Catholics have assigned saints to 
various aspects of life. 

Priests and priestesses in the religion lead worship events and can be 
hired to do sorcery or protect from sorcery. They may have a congregation 

that they lead in worship regularly and 
provide with other spiritual services. There 
are other sorcerers called bokor who may or 
may not be priests, and are more associated 
with evil sorcery. For example, a bokor can 
be hired to put a curse on someone. &105  

There is no central organization or 
authority. Each priest or priestess has 
preferred practices. Every voodoo 

                                                             
105 A man named Simon was a sorcerer with power, but God’s power was greater (Acts 8:9-13). 

“We should remember that as 
God dwells and works in the 
children of light, so the devil 

dwells and works in the children 
of darkness. As the Holy Spirit 
possesses the souls of good 

men, so the evil spirit possesses 
the souls of the wicked. 

Therefore, the Apostle calls him 
“the God of this world;” from 
the uncontrolled power he has 

over worldly men” (John 
Wesley, “A Caution against 

Bigotry). 
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worshipper is in a voodoo family. &106  

Voodoo services are usually on Friday or Saturday night. A voodoo 
service includes verses read in honor of various spirits associated with the 
family, many songs, and prayers. They use drums, tambourines, and flutes. 

A service can last all night. During a voodoo 
service, spirits take possession of various 
worshippers, speaking and acting through 
them. To become possessed by a spirit is an 
important goal in voodoo worship. It is 
believed that special benefits come to the 
families of those possessed this way. 
Sometimes the spirits give advice or cures. 
&107  

? Why should a Christian not look for help from spirits? 

In special ceremonies there are sacrifices of chickens or pigs and 
drinking and splattering of blood. A priestess may bite the head from a 
chicken. They may dance around a fire or around a tree. They sing and pray 
for the spirits to enter them. They put out food for the spirits. They draw 
diagrams on the floor that are supposed to control spirit power. They use 
snakes in ceremonies. Sometimes they wear white. Sometimes they paint 
their faces, using various colors, but especially white. 

Sometimes supernatural power is demonstrated. Some claim to have 
been healed by the spirits. They try to drive away a spirit that is causing a 
sickness. Some can bite burning wood and hold the live coals in their 
mouths.  

Sometimes a small doll is used to represent a person to be cursed. 
Pins or knives may be stuck into the doll. People have died from curses, but 
true Christians have testified that voodoo curses could not harm them. 

                                                             
106 As Christians, we are in a spiritual family, with brothers and sisters who share life with us and help with practical 
needs (James 2:15-16, Galatians 6:10). 
107 The Holy Spirit gives direction in the church, and can be trusted because he is God (Acts 13:2, 15:28, Galatians 
3:5).  
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In a worshipper’s own house, he may have an altar to the spirits and 
ancestors. The altar may hold pictures and statues of spirits, and things 
enjoyed by them such as flowers, candles, perfume, or food. A simple 
offering is a white candle and a glass of water. 

Some wear objects that are supposed to protect them from harmful 
spirits. They also put them on their children and babies. 

They believe that after death a soul inhabits some aspect of nature like 
a tree. 

Some voodoo worshippers are possessed and dominated by demons all 
the time. Some become insane, violent, and self-destructive. &108  

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism.” This block provides 
some practical things to remember when talking to members of the 
particular religious group.  

 

Evangelism 

Voodoo worshippers do not have a relationship with God or assurance 
of salvation. That means they have a spiritual need that can be addressed by 
the Gospel. A Christian can share the Gospel and his own testimony of 
conversion and what it means for him to live in relationship with God. 

Voodoo worshippers live with fear. They do not serve a God who loves 
them. They expect both good and evil actions from the spirits. They have to 
pay the voodoo priest for every religious service done for them. In some 
countries people are in slavery to the voodoo leaders. 

                                                             
108 A person possessed by demons has fear and insanity, and does harm to himself (Mark 5:2-5). 
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A person who chooses to worship the spirits does it because he thinks 
he needs their help and protection. The results are the same as the pursuit 
of any sin; the good that the person is trying to get fades away, and the sin 
destroys everything that is good in his life, including family relationships. 

A person who rejects the Gospel wants to continue in sin and keep 
control over his life instead of giving control to God. However, a person in 
relationship with evil spirits loses control over himself and is in slavery. 

The Gospel is a message of deliverance from evil powers. It is an offer 
of forgiveness. It is an offer of relationship with God who loves us and cares 
for us. 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 

A Testimony 

Jacques was a voodoo witch doctor in Haiti. He had killed many people 
with curses. He lived with several women. One day a missionary told him 
that the spirits he served would someday destroy him. Later Jacques asked 
the missionary to come and pray for him. Jacques repented and destroyed 
all of his voodoo equipment. 

 

Now read Psalm 145 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for the follower of Voodoo. Let several students tell what they 
wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 

Recommended Books 

Spiritual Warfare in a Believer’s Life, by Charles Spurgeon and Robert Hall 
 
Victory over the Forces of Darkness, by David Middleton 
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Lesson 17 
Seventh-Day Adventism 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Linda was puzzled to see many people on her street dressed up and on 
their way to church every Saturday. She asked her neighbors about it, and 
they told her that Saturday is the right day for rest and worship. They 
explained that on Saturday they did not do business or shopping or much 
entertainment. Linda thought that they must have a religion very different 
from other churches, but they seemed to believe the same things about God 
and salvation. 

 
Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: 1 Timothy 1. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What does the passage say about teaching doctrine? Make a list of 
statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you come to the sign ? ask the question and let students discuss the 
answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 

 

Origin of Seventh-Day Adventism 

William Miller, a Baptist preacher, began to preach in the 1830’s that 
Jesus would be returning soon. His followers were called Millerites for several 

years. In 1844, the Millerites predicted the return of 
Christ on October 22, 1844. Thousands of people 
were convinced. Many of the Millerites left the 
movement after Jesus did not appear. Hiram Edson 
claimed to receive a revelation that on that date 
Jesus began a new ministry in the heavenly 
sanctuary. Those who stayed with the movement 
became the Seventh-Day Adventist Church. 

There are other churches that emphasize that 
Saturday is the correct day for Christian worship. 
There were also others before this organization that 
taught that doctrine, but the Seventh-Day 
Adventists are the largest and most influential. 

 

 

 

 

 

William Miller 
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Present Influence 

The Seventh-Day Adventists claim 71 thousand churches and 17 
million members. They work in 209 countries and minister in 921 languages. 
They have 173 hospitals and 7,800 schools.109 

 

The Doctrine of Seventh-Day Adventists 

Adventists believe in basic Christian doctrines such as the Trinity, the 
deity of Christ and the Holy Spirit, the final authority of the Bible, and 
salvation by grace through faith. 

Adventists believe that man is not inherently immortal. At death 
people go into an unconscious condition until they are resurrected. Salvation 
is a promise of eternal life that will be given at the resurrection to those who 
are saved. Those who are not saved will be resurrected for judgment then 
destroyed in the lake of fire. They believe that Satan and the other demons 
will also be destroyed completely. There is no eternal punishment. &110  

Adventists believe that 
Christians should keep certain Old 
Testament rules for diet. &111 They 
believe that the dietary rules were for 
the sake of health. They claim that 
Adventists tend to live longer than 
other people. 

Adventists believe that the law 
of God shows Christians how they are 
to live, and that a Christian should 

live in victory over sin. They say they do not believe that a person is saved 
by works, but they believe that a true Christian will live a life of obedience to 

                                                             
109 Reported in 2014. 
110 Jesus said there would be everlasting punishment (Matthew 25:46). 
111 All meat is permissible for the Christian, according to 1 Timothy 4:4 
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God. They believe that a person will lose his salvation if he does not continue 
to live for God. &112  

 The main organization of Adventists does not believe in salvation by 
works. However, there are individuals and groups of Adventists that have 
emphasized the law so much that they seem to say that obeying the law is 
the means of salvation. If a person expects to be accepted by God because 
of his works, he is not putting his faith in the grace provided by Christ. 

? What is the right view of works? How do we explain that we are saved by 
grace even though it is necessary to live in obedience to God?113 

 

Adventists are most known for their doctrine of the Sabbath. They 
believe that Saturday, the seventh day of the week, is the right day for 
Christian rest and worship. They believe that churches that worship on 
Sunday have followed a pagan custom. 

 

Attitude toward Other Churches 

Adventists believe that they are the faithful “remnant,” the ones who 
still keep the commandments of God in a world of compromised Christianity. 
They believe that Babylon in biblical prophecy refers to apostate religious 
organizations and their allies in the world’s system. 

They believe that there are real Christians in the various Christian 
denominations who are obeying God as far as they understand, but do not 
understand all that he requires. In the last days before the coming of the 
Lord, everyone will come to a crisis and have to receive light and walk in it 
or be destroyed in God’s judgment. Sunday worshippers who do not accept 
the truth will eventually accept the “mark of the beast.” 

                                                             
112 Adventists are right that sin breaks our relationship with God. Jesus said that we remain in a relationship of love 
with him by keeping his commandments (John 15:10). 
113 We obey God to stay in relationship with him, but our works cannot earn our salvation or make us worthy of it. 
We are forgiven because of Jesus’ death for us. If a person lives in disobedience, he has left his relationship with 
God and his salvation. 
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Adventists recognize that various people in church history were true 
Christians and used by God, like the Reformation leaders. They also read 
and quote from theologians and biblical scholars that are not Adventists. 

? How would you describe the Adventist’s attitude toward other churches? 

 

The Importance of Prophecy 

Adventists believe that prophecy is a 
gift for the church, needed for continual 
guidance. Their most important prophet 
was Ellen White. She began to prophecy in 
1844. She wrote more than 2,000 visions. 
Her visions and other writings make 80 
books. Adventists encourage their 
members to read her writings regularly. 

Adventists believe that the Bible is 
the final authority, and that all prophecy 
must be tested by Scripture. Ellen White 

herself said that her book entitled Testimonies would 
not be needed if people would follow the Scripture 
closely enough. She said that her writings were not 
intended to reveal anything not implied in the 
Bible.114 

Adventists still publish and distribute Ellen 
White’s books as the best explanation of their 
doctrine. They quote her constantly in their 
publications. They do not claim that her writing is an 
authority comparable to the Bible. 

Much of Ellen White’s writing expresses 
opinions that are not in the Bible, and gives explanation of Scripture that 
depends on new revelation rather than normal interpretation. There is a 

                                                             
114 Ellen White, Testimonies, Vol. 5, pp. 664-665. 

“Enthusiasm [fanaticism] in 
general may be defined 

thus: A religious madness 
arising from some falsely 

imagined influence or 
inspiration of God; at least, 
from expecting something 
from God which ought not 
to be expected from him” 
(John Wesley, “The Nature 

of Enthusiasm”). 

 

Ellen White 
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danger that Adventists give too much authority to writings other than the 
Bible, and do not let the Bible have the supreme authority. 

? What is the proper use of the writings of pastors and teachers? 

 

The Adventists’ focus on end-time prophecy is shown in their church’s 
name, which refers to the coming of the Lord. They emphasize detailed 
interpretation of end-time biblical prophecy, including many obscure 
passages of Scripture. 

Adventists emphasize the role of visions and miracles in their modern 
ministry. 

 

The Issue of the Seventh Day 

The Adventists begin their Sabbath on Friday evening at sunset and 
end it on Saturday at sunset, like the Jews do. 

The Seventh-Day Adventists believe that worship on Sunday instead of 
Saturday is the “mark of the beast” described in the book of Revelation. 
&115 They believe the time will come when the world will try to require 
Sunday worship and will persecute those who try to maintain observance of 
Saturday as the Sabbath. They believe that right now there are true 
Christians who are in churches that worship on Sunday, but at some time in 
the future they will have to change to the truth of the Saturday Sabbath or 
lose their souls for resisting the truth. They believe that when the crisis 
comes all true Christians will be faithful to the Saturday Sabbath even if it 
means death, and anyone who follows the Sunday as the Lord’s Day is not a 
Christian. 

There is no indication in the book of Revelation that a day of the week 
is the issue. Instead, the issue is the worship of a person who is not God. 

Consider the implications of the Adventists’ beliefs. If they are right, 
almost all of the Christian church has been wrong from the first century. 
                                                             
115 The “mark of the beast” in the book of Revelation does not seem anything like worshipping on a particular day 
(Revelation 13:16). 
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Almost none of the millions of godly, spiritual Christians who ever lived 
realized that they were following the “mark of the beast,” and apparently 
God never showed this to them. This is not a minor doctrine that was lost, 
but one so important that according to Adventists, in the last days a person 
will lose his soul if he is wrong. 

Sunday is the day for worship for Christians in every nation of the 
world. Millions of Christians around the world gather to worship God and 
listen to his Word. They testify to his love and grace and commit to serve 
him. Millions of them suffer severe persecution for their commitment to God. 
Can we really believe that they are following a Satanic doctrine and will 
someday lose their souls if they are not convinced of the Saturday Sabbath?  

? Think of all the godly examples that have been a blessing to your life. Is it 
possible to believe that they all will be lost unless they change their mind on 
this issue? 

Adventists claim that Sunday worship began at the Council of Nicea in 
A.D. 325. The fact is that the decisions of the council did not create any new 
doctrines. They were establishing the doctrines that they believed were from 
the apostles. 

Christians began keeping Sunday as 
the Lord’s Day so early that we cannot find 
the beginning date. The Didache was 
written near the end of the first century of 
the church. It is a summary of the teaching 
of the apostles. It was used in churches 
everywhere. The Didache says that 
Christians should meet on the Lord’s Day 
for communion. This writing was not trying 
to teach anything new, but review established doctrine, which means that 
this practice was already common, and that most Christians already knew it 
was a doctrine of the apostles. 

The Epistle of Barnabas was written near the end of the first century. 
It is not Scripture, but was used as devotional material in the churches. It 
calls Sunday the “eighth day,” the day when Jesus rose from the dead. It 
says that Christians celebrate the eighth day. 

“On the Lord's Day, gather 
yourselves together and 

break bread, give thanks, 
but first confess your sins so 
that your sacrifice may be 

pure” (Didache, from the 1st 
century church). 
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We do not find a place in the Bible where it is explained that the 
Sabbath is switched to Sunday. Instead we find commands that a person is 
not to be judged about Sabbath observance (Colossians 2:16-17, Romans 
14:5-6). We also find that the New Testament Christians were to give 
offerings on Sunday (1 Corinthians 16:1-2), they met for services on Sunday 
(Acts 20:7), and they were calling Sunday the Lord’s Day (Revelation 1:10). 

The Jewish Sabbath is not a requirement for Christians, but the 
principle of the day of rest is a creation principle for all time. Therefore, a 
Christian should avoid being involved in work or business on Sunday. 

 

Summary of the Issue of the Seventh Day 

(1) There is no indication in the book of Revelation that the “mark of the 
beast” refers to the issue of which day of the week is for worship. 

(2) It is unrealistic to believe that almost all of the Christians in all times and 
all places have been wrong on a doctrine that could cause them to lose their 
souls. 

(3) The Bible tells us not to judge others regarding Sabbath observance. 

(4) Worship on Sunday was already established in the first century as the 
doctrine of the apostles. 

(5) New Testament Christians met on Sunday and called it the Lord’s Day. 

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism / Use of the 
Handbook.” This block provides some practical things to remember when 
talking to members of the particular religious group.  
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Evangelism / Use of the Handbook 

We should not say that a person is not a Christian because he is a 
Seventh-Day Adventist. It is possible that a person who believes all of the 
Adventist doctrines has been saved. The problem in fellowshipping with 
some Adventists is not that we reject them but that they reject us. 

We agree with the Adventists that a Christian lives in obedience to 
God. We do not agree with churches that teach that because we are saved 
by grace it is not important to live in victory over sin. 

Some Adventists seem to believe that a person is saved by works 
rather than by grace. Some seem to believe that if a person is not keeping 
Old Testament requirements he is not saved, even if he is sincerely following 
the Bible as he understands it. Those Adventists do not understand the 
scriptural gospel. For those Adventists, use the following points from the 
handbook. 

#9 Salvation is only by the atonement of Christ. 

#11 We receive salvation by faith. 

#12 We can have personal assurance of salvation. 

You can respond to the Sabbath issue with the sections in this lesson about 
“The Issue of the Seventh Day.” 

If an Adventist truly believes that the teachings of the Bible are 
sufficient for salvation without any other revelation, that is good. If an 
Adventist seems to think that other revelations, such as those of Ellen 
White, are necessary, you should show him the scriptures referenced in the 
Handbook of Doctrine, in the section entitled “The Bible is Sufficient for 
Doctrine.” 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 
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A Testimony 

Evan was a member of the Seventh-Day Adventists for twelve years. 
He studied their doctrines and read the writings of Ellen White. His main 
concern was to know how a person is saved and sanctified. He says that 
Adventist doctrine teaches that we are saved by keeping the 
commandments. He read Galatians 5:4, which says that if we are trying to 
be justified by the law we do not have Christ. He said that Adventists also 
seem to say that the gospel will change in the last days, and people who do 
not keep the right Sabbath cannot be saved, even if sincere people were 
saved without keeping the Sabbath before. Evan still believes that we must 
obey God, but he left the Adventists because he believes they have a gospel 
of works. 

Now read 1 Timothy 1 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for the follower of Seventh-Day Adventism. Let several students 
tell what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 

Recommended Book 

From Sabbath to Lord’s Day: A Biblical, Historical, and Theological 
Investigation, by D. A. Carson 
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Lesson 18 
Roman Catholicism 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

First Encounter 

During her childhood, Anna prayed that God would lead her to a 
church where she would feel accepted. As a young adult she visited a 
Catholic church for mass. Many of the Roman Catholic customs seemed 
strange to her. She liked the fact that they practiced the same worship 
customs all over the world. She began to feel that it is a wonderful miracle 
that the mass becomes the body and blood of Jesus every time, so that 
people can be in contact with Jesus. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: Titus 2. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing the scripture passage. 
 What does the passage say about Christian living? Make a list of 
statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you see the sign ? ask the question and let students discuss the 
answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 
Origin of Roman Catholicism 

The world-wide leader of Roman Catholicism is called the pope. Their 
headquarters is in Rome. 

The term Catholic means “universal” or “complete.” The Roman 
Catholic Church claims to be the complete church of God and that all other 
churches are false.  

Catholicism claims to be the original 
church established by Christ. They claim 
that the first pope was Peter, and that 
there has always been a successor of Peter 
as pope of the Catholic church. They 
believe that their group of leaders called 
“Cardinals” are the successors of the 
apostles and have the same authority as 
the original apostles. In contrast, most 
evangelical churches believe that the 

apostles were only in the first generation of the church and that their 
authority now comes from their writings in Scripture. 

Roman Catholicism is similar to Eastern Orthodoxy in beliefs and 
religious ceremonies. 

 

 

“The church is apostolic, as 
being still ruled by the 

apostolical authority living in 
the writings of the apostles, 

that authority being the 
standard” (William Pope, 
Compendium of Christian 

Theology, III, 285). 
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Influence 

The Roman Catholic Church is one world-wide organization.  

There are more than one billion Catholic members. The populations of 
many nations are mostly Catholic. In those countries, the Catholic religion is 
part of their culture. There are millions of people who profess to be Catholic 
but only occasionally participate in religious activities. 

The Catholic church is very wealthy and politically powerful. In earlier 
centuries, the church many times used armies to force nations to submit to 
the church. In countries controlled by Catholicism, many people were 
tortured and killed because they did not agree with Catholic doctrines. 

 

? This question introduces the following section. What have you seen of the 
religious practices of Roman Catholicism? 

Beliefs of Roman Catholicism 

The worship style of Catholicism is very formal. They have many large 
cathedrals around the world that are known for their great architecture. 
Cathedrals are decorated with pictures and statues of saints from history. 
Priests often have special robes. The worship activities are done mostly by 
the priests, with little participation from the congregation.  

The people of many cultures became Catholic while keeping the 
religious practices of their previous religion. Idols were given the names of 
Catholic saints. The ceremonies of Catholicism were mixed with the 
ceremonies of an idolatrous or animistic religion. 

The Catholic church believes basic Christian doctrines such as the 
Trinity and the deity of Christ.  

The Catholic church claims that the church has the authority to explain 
what the Bible means, even if their interpretation seems to be different from 
what the Bible says. They also include writings in their Bible as Scripture 
that are not included in the Bible by other churches. 
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? What is the right view of the authority of the church in relation to the 
Bible? 

Catholics believe that the pope is the 
representative of Christ on earth. They 
believe that when he makes official 
decisions about religion, he cannot make a 
mistake. This authority comes from their 
tradition and not from the Bible. Many of 
their popes in the past have been wicked 
men, guilty even of murder. 

Both Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman 
Catholicism select historical people to 
recognize as saints. Many of the saints 
have status in the church similar to gods. 
People pray to them for help. Certain saints are supposed to be interested in 
certain aspects of life or in certain occupations, so sailors, farmers, and 
teachers have special saints that they pray to. In some places, the saints 

took the place of a pagan pantheon of deities. 
People consider God and even Jesus too distant 
and unconcerned about them, so they pray to 
saints instead. &116 Pictures and statues of saints 
are provided in the churches for people to pray to 
them. &117  

Objects that were used by saints are kept in 
the churches for honor. Sometimes bodily 
remains such as teeth or bones are kept in the 
church. People come to kneel and pray to the 
saints represented by the bones. 

Roman Catholic priests are not allowed to 
marry. 

                                                             
116 God invites us to come boldly to him in prayer (Hebrews 4:16). We do not have merit in ourselves, but Jesus has 
given us access to God’s presence by the atonement. 
117 The Bible forbids idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5). To make an image for prayer and worship is idolatry. When a sinner 
repents and comes into relationship with God he rejects idols (1 Thessalonians 1:9). Never does the Bible say that 
the Christian should pray to anyone but God or use an image for worship.  

“Christ suffered in our place 
to satisfy the radical 

requirement of the holiness 
of God, so as to remove the 
obstacle to the pardon and 
reconciliation of the guilty. 
What the holiness of God 
required, the love of God 

provided in the cross” 
(Thomas Oden, The Word of 

Life, 349). 
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Mary (the mother of Jesus) is 
especially honored. They believe that Mary 
was born without a sinful nature and that 
she never committed sin. Many Catholics 
pray to Mary more than to God. They feel 
that Jesus will listen to Mary and be 
influenced by her. Mary has become a 
mediator between the worshipper and 
Christ. &118  

? What is the correct Christian view of 
Mary? 

Catholics believe that there is no 
salvation outside of the Catholic church. 
They believe that a person cannot have the 
assurance that he is saved, but must 
faithfully follow the directions of the priest 
and hope for salvation.  

Both Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy believe that during 
communion, the bread and wine are transformed into the literal body and 
blood of Jesus, so the worshipper can receive them for salvation. Therefore, 
they believe that the bread and wine are to be worshipped. 

Catholics do not believe that a 
person can receive justification by faith 
without the sacraments of the church. 

Catholics do not preach a gospel 
message that a sinner can repent of his 
sins, put his faith in Christ, and receive 
immediate assurance of salvation. 

Of the millions of Catholic 
members, most continue to live in open 
sin and practice the religious customs. 

                                                             
118 Jesus is the only mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5). Jesus has all compassion, and we do not need 
anyone to influence him to care about us (John 11:35). 

“I disclaim all common 
swearers, Sabbath-breakers, 
drunkards; all whoremongers, 

liars, cheats, extortioners; 
briefly, all that live in open sin. 
These are no Protestants; they 
are not Christians at all” (John 

Wesley, “Letter to a Roman 
Catholic”). 

“A true Protestant believes 
in God, has a full confidence 
in his mercy, fears him with 
a son’s reverence, and loves 

him with all his soul. He 
worships God in spirit and in 

truth, in everything gives 
him thanks; calls upon him 
with his heart as well as his 
lips, at all times and in all 
places; honors his holy 
name and his word, and 

serves him truly all the days 
of his life” (John Wesley, 

“Letter to a Roman 
Catholic”). 
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&119 They expect that they will remain Catholics until they die, then spend 
time in purgatory, then go to heaven. 

 

Purgatory and Indulgences 

Roman Catholics believe that after death most people go to purgatory. 
In purgatory a person suffers punishment for sins, so he can go to heaven 
afterwards. They believe that sin must have punishment even if it has been 
forgiven. &120 Therefore, even a faithful Catholic expects to spend some 
time in purgatory for the sins he has committed. Careless sinners expect 
that they will spend time in purgatory after death, then be allowed into 
heaven. They believe that the fire of purgatory causes pain greater than any 
pain experienced in life.  

They believe that Christians should pray for dead people and give 
offerings to the church for them, so God will forgive their sins sooner and let 
them out of purgatory. &121  

Catholics believe that the church has a stored up treasure of extra 
merit from Christ and the saints. &122 The pope can give this merit to 
people to help them get forgiveness. This merit can be given to living people 
or dead people who are in purgatory. 

? How does the doctrine of purgatory affect the lifestyle of those who 
believe it? 

The distinctive doctrines of Catholicism do not depend on Scripture. 
Their doctrine is based mostly on the tradition of the church.  

 

                                                             
119 The Bible says that an evidence that a person is a Christian is that he lives a righteous life (1 John 3:7). 
120 Jesus suffered so we would not have to be punished for sin (Isaiah 53:5). Catholics deny that the sacrifice of 
Christ was sufficient, so we can be forgiven and not be punished for sin. 
121 The Bible nowhere tells us that we should pray for the dead. Instead, it implies that nothing can be done for 
sinners who have died without salvation (Luke 16:23-26). 
122 The idea that merit from saints is added to merit from Christ to help sinners is a terrible doctrine. Human works 
do not bring any merit for forgiveness (Ephesians 2:8-9). A believer is forgiven completely on the basis of grace, 
and not by the works of anyone (Romans 4:5-8). 
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Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism / Using the 
Handbook.” This block provides some practical things to remember when 
talking to members of the particular religious group. 

 

Evangelism / Using the Handbook 

Roman Catholics believe the foundational Christian truths of the Trinity 
and the deity of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

There are some Catholics who have put their faith in Christ for 
salvation, but the message of the Gospel is not clear in Catholicism. Most 
Catholics have not experienced repentance, forgiveness, and assurance of 
salvation, and are not living in relationship with God. Therefore, it is 
important for a Christian to share the gospel. The essentials of the Gospel 
that are neglected in Catholicism can be proved with the following sections 
from the Handbook. 

#9 Salvation is only by the atonement of Christ. 

#10 Only God should be worshipped. 

#11 We receive salvation by faith. 

#12 We can have personal assurance of salvation. 

Because Roman Catholics have added traditions that they consider essential 
to Christianity, a Christian should show them the scriptures cited in the 
Handbook in the section entitled “The Bible is Sufficient for Doctrine.” 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 
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A Testimony 

Bartholomew became a Roman Catholic priest after several years of 
study. He served as a parish priest in California and later served as a 
chaplain in the navy. His mother became an evangelical Christian. He saw a 
wonderful change in her and had many conversations with her about her 
conversion. She persuaded him to depend on the Bible as the final authority 
for his beliefs. He began to realize that many important doctrines of 
Catholicism are contrary to the Bible. He left the Roman Catholic Church. He 
eventually understood that salvation is through the work of Christ and not 
by works or by the church sacraments. 

 

Now read Titus 2 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a Roman Catholic. Let several students tell what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 

 

Recommended Book 

Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity, by Mark Noll 
 
The book recommended for the lesson on Eastern Orthodoxy is also relevant 
to this lesson. 
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Lesson 19 
Eastern Orthodoxy 
 
 
 
If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 
 

As Jonathan became familiar with Eastern Orthodoxy, he was 
impressed at how they had endured persecution from Muslims and 
Communists in many countries. Their heroes are not pastors of large 
churches or music leaders. Their heroes are martyrs. Jonathan thinks that if 
persecution becomes worse everywhere, Eastern Orthodox believers are the 
ones who will endure the best. 

 
 
Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote. 

Assigned Passage: 1 Thessalonians 1. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
 What happened at the time when these people became Christians? 
Make a list of statements. 
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Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  

When you come to the sign ? ask the question and let the students discuss 
the answer. 

During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  

 
Introduction to Eastern Orthodoxy 

The word Orthodox comes from Greek words that mean “right 
worship.” They believe that they are the true church with the doctrines and 
practices that provide the right worship of God. 

Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism officially separated in AD 
1054. Each claims to be the original church founded by Jesus and the 
Apostles. Each claims to be God’s church on the earth and the one with true 
doctrine, based on the tradition of the early Christians. They believe many of 
the same doctrines. Their worship would look much alike to someone not 
familiar with them. 

Eastern Orthodoxy has fifteen self-governing church organizations. 
They are divided geographically. In some nations the church uses the 
nation’s name to form a church name such as Russian Orthodox Church or 
Serbian Orthodox Church. Others of the fifteen include the Greek Orthodox 
Church of Antioch, the Romanian Orthodox Church, and the Church of 
Cyprus. 

Each church organization is ruled by a patriarch or archbishop. The 
Patriarch of Constantinople is considered the highest position of the fifteen 
leaders. The ancient city of Constantinople is now Istanbul, Turkey. The 
Patriarch of Constantinople does not have authority over the other church 
organizations, but they all honor him as the highest. 
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Estimates of the number of Eastern Orthodox believers range from 225 
million to 300 million. It is the second largest Christian organization in the 
world, after Roman Catholicism. 

In many nations of Eastern Europe, the majority of the population 
considers itself Eastern Orthodox, and they also have large numbers in 
several countries of the Middle East 

? What Eastern Orthodox churches are you familiar with? 

 

Beliefs of Eastern Orthodoxy 

The church believes basic Christian doctrines such as the Trinity and 
the deity of Christ.  

Eastern Orthodoxy relies heavily on 
the tradition of the church. To prove a 
doctrine, they are as likely to quote from 
early church leaders as to quote from the 
Bible. 

Orthodoxy has developed a complex 
system of beliefs and practices that are 
based on tradition. They claim that the 
church has the authority to teach what is 
necessary to salvation, even if it is beyond 
what is taught in Scripture. They believe 
that their traditions do not contradict the Bible.  

The worship style of Orthodoxy is very formal. They have many large 
cathedrals around the world that are known for their great architecture. 
Cathedrals are decorated with pictures and statues of saints from history. 
Priests often have special robes. The worship activities are done mostly by 
the priests, with little participation from the congregation.  

The people of many cultures became Orthodox while keeping the 
religious practices of their previous religion. Idols were given the names of 
Christian saints. The ceremonies of the church were mixed with the 
ceremonies of an idolatrous or animistic religion, or even witchcraft. 

“Now as the church of Jesus 
Christ is formed on the 

foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ 

being the chief corner 
stone, the doctrines of this 
Christian church must be 
sought for in the sacred 

Scriptures” (Adam Clarke, 
Christian Theology, 250). 
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Many Orthodox followers consider God and even Jesus too distant and 
unconcerned about them, so they pray to saints instead. Pictures and 
statues of saints are provided in the churches for people to pray to them. 
&123  

Objects that were used by saints are kept in the churches for honor. 
Sometimes bodily remains such as teeth or bones are kept in the church. 
People come to kneel and pray to the saints represented by the bones. 

? What is a definition of idolatry? Are some of the practices of Eastern 
Orthodoxy idolatry? 

Mary is especially honored. Many followers of Orthodoxy pray to Mary 
more than to God. They feel that Jesus will listen to Mary and be influenced 
by her. &124 Mary has become a mediator between the worshipper and 
Christ. Unlike Catholicism, Eastern 
Orthodoxy does not believe that Mary was 
born with a human nature that was 
different from all others and always free 
from sin. 

Both Catholicism and Eastern 
Orthodoxy believe that during communion, 
the bread and wine are transformed into 
the literal body and blood of Jesus, so that 
the worshipper can receive them for salvation. &125  

Unlike Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy does not believe in purgatory. 
They also do not believe in a pope who has the authority of Christ over the 
world-wide church. They reject the Roman Catholic pope and do not have a 
leader of their own to whom they give similar authority. 

                                                             
123 The Holy Spirit helps us to pray in a way that will be accepted by God (Romans 8:26-27). We should have 
confidence that God hears and responds to our prayers. A person who prays must believe that God responds to 
prayer, or that person does not have the faith that pleases God (Hebrews 11:6). 
124 Prayer to Jesus is a mark of Christians everywhere (1 Corinthians 1:2). Christians also pray to God the Father (1 
Peter 1:17). The Bible also talks about communication with the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:14). The Bible never 
tells us we should pray to Mary or any other person except God. 
125 When Jesus showed the disciples how to do communion, he was still alive and present with them (1 Corinthians 
11:23-25). Therefore, when he said, “This is my body,” he meant that the bread was a symbol of his body. Today, 
communion should be considered the same as when Jesus instituted it. 

“The atonement 
encompasses all sins 

whatever, original as well as 
actual, past and future, 

great or small, in time or 
eternity” (Thomas Oden, 
The Word of Life, 389). 
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Orthodox priests are allowed to marry, but only an unmarried priest 
can become a bishop. 

Eastern Orthodoxy has a doctrine that they call “theosis.” They believe 
that a person is gradually transformed by grace and the work of the Holy 
Spirit to become like God. A privilege of salvation is that we can have the 

nature of God (2 Peter 1:3-4). They 
say that we become gods, but they do 
not mean that we are infinite like 
God; only that we will have the same 
nature of holy perfection. The process 
of theosis is long, lasting throughout 
the earthly life and being finished 
after death. Christ has defeated sin 
for us, but each Christian must 
receive the power of the Holy Spirit to 

progress in his personal victory over sin and impurity. This is good theology 
except that they lack a clear doctrine of entire sanctification, the doctrine 
that God can purify the believer’s heart in a momentary act of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Orthodoxy believes that a Christian is justified in Christ, which means 
that the believer is forgiven of the sins he has already committed and made 
actually righteous in his living. It does not mean that a person is counted 
innocent while he continues to sin, and it does not mean that if a person 
goes back into sin he is still justified. The believer depends on the power of 
the Holy Spirit to live righteously every day. This is also good theology if a 
person remembers that God accepts him because of Jesus and not because 
his works are good. 

It would be possible for a follower of Eastern Orthodoxy to believe the 
gospel and experience the grace of God, even while continuing to follow 
Eastern Orthodoxy. However, the church does not clearly preach a gospel 
message that a sinner must repent of his sins and put his faith in Christ to 
receive immediate assurance of salvation. Therefore, of the millions of 
Orthodox members, most continue to live in open sin while they practice the 
religious customs. Most of them do not understand how to be saved. 

? What are some good things about Eastern Orthodox theology? 
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Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism / Using the 
Handbook.” This block provides some practical things to remember when 
talking to members of the particular religious group.  

 

Evangelism / Using the Handbook 

Eastern Orthodoxy believes the foundational Christian truths of the 
Trinity and the deity of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

There are some Orthodox worshippers who have put their faith in 
Christ for salvation, but the message of the Gospel is not clear in their 
teaching. Most have not experienced repentance, forgiveness, and assurance 
of salvation, and are not living in relationship with God. Therefore, it is 
important for a Christian to share the gospel. The essentials of the Gospel 
that are neglected in Orthodoxy can be proved with the following sections 
from the Handbook. 

#9 Salvation is only by the atonement of Christ. 

#10 Only God should be worshipped. 

#11 We receive salvation by faith. 

#12 We can have personal assurance of salvation. 

Because Eastern Orthodoxy has added traditions that they consider 
essential to Christianity, a Christian should show them the scriptures cited in 
the Handbook in the section entitled “The Bible is Sufficient for Doctrine.” 

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 
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A Testimony 

John was raised in an Orthodox family in Rumania. His grandparents 
were leaders in the church. He was baptized and married in the church, but 
did not attend services often. The priest never talked to him about his sins. 
John did not have a Bible, and the priest never told him he should read a 
Bible. As a young man he joined the communist party. He was sent by the 
communists to watch Baptist worship services. He was supposed to ask 
them why they were Baptists instead of orthodox. In the services, he 
realized he had never repented of his sins. He made the decision to repent 
and become a real follower of Jesus. He was pressured by his family and by 
the communist party to give up his new faith. He was encouraged by 
spending time reading the Bible. After his family saw the change in his life, 
many of them became Christians also. John says that the biggest difference 
between Eastern Orthodoxy and evangelical Christianity is that evangelicals 
emphasize the new birth. 

 

Now read 1 Thessalonians 1 again. Write a paragraph explaining the 
message this passage has for a follower of Eastern Orthodoxy. Let several 
students tell what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 

Below is an optional section about the Oriental Orthodox Church. 

Oriental Orthodox Church 

The Oriental Orthodox Churches are distinct from the Eastern 
Orthodox Church.  

Oriental Orthodoxy has six church organizations: Coptic, Ethiopian, 
Eritrean, Malankara Syrian, Syriac, and Armenian Apostolic. Each 
organization is led by a patriarch. Each organization is governed independent 
of the others. The patriarch of the Coptic Church is the pope of all Oriental 
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Orthodoxy, but does not have authority over the others, except to lead 
meetings of representatives from the six organizations. 

In the countries of Armenia, Ethiopia, and Eritrea, Oriental Orthodox 
Christians are the largest religious group. In certain Muslim countries where 
Christians are a small percentage of the population, such as Egypt, Sudan, 
Syria, and Lebanon, Oriental Orthodox Christians are a high percentage of 
the Christians. They have been severely persecuted for centuries in Muslim 
countries. 

Oriental Orthodoxy became distinct from other Christian churches 
because of a doctrinal disagreement in A.D. 451. 

They separated because of theological disagreement over the nature of 
Christ. At that time there was one main church organization that 
represented Christianity. The church had not yet divided into the Eastern 
Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church. Few churches had left the 
main church by this time.  

The Council of Chalcedon, intended to represent all Christianity, made 
the decision that it is right to believe that Christ had two natures, the human 
and the divine. Some churches rejected this decision because it seemed to 
say that Christ was two persons in one. They believed that his nature came 
from both human and divine natures, but was just one nature. They believed 
they were holding the original beliefs of Christianity. Other issues were 
involved, including political issues, but the theological issue was the most 
important. 

Within a few years after the council, bishops who disagreed with the 
council’s decision were expelled from the church. The Oriental Orthodox 
Churches were formed after that time. 

 

Recommended Book 

A History of Christian Thought, Vol. 1: From the Beginnings to the Council of 
Chalcedon, by Justo Gonzalez 
 
The book recommended for the lesson on Roman Catholicism is also relevant 
to this lesson. 
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Lesson 20 
United Pentecostalism 
 

 

If some members of the class have completed the assignment of presenting 
the gospel and other Christian truth to a member of a religious group being 
studied in this course, they should briefly report their experience to the 
class. 

The class leader should ask the review questions from the previous lesson, 
and let students answer. Then a few questions from other previous lessons 
should be asked. 

To begin the lesson material for this session, someone in the class should 
read the paragraph below entitled “First Encounter.” 

 

First Encounter 

Steve was raised Roman Catholic and went to mass every week as a 
child. As a teenager he began to drop out of religious practice and got 
involved in worldly things. He met a girl in high school that invited him to 
her church. The worship style included loud music, dancing, speaking in 
tongues, and shouting which amazed him with its contrast to Catholic 
worship styles. He began to get interested in the dynamic preaching and 
music. 

 

Read the assigned passage aloud together. Several students could take 
turns reading verses. Have a few minutes of silence for students to write, 
then let several students tell what they wrote.  

Assigned Passage: John 14. 
 Write a paragraph summarizing this scripture passage. 
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 What interaction do we see between members of the Trinity? Make a 
list of statements. 
 
Study the information provided about the religious group. The leader or 
another person in the group could read and explain the material to the 
group. Allow different students to read and explain the quotations in the 
boxes.  
 

When you come to the sign ? ask the question and let the students discuss 
the answer. 
 
During this part of the study, it is not necessary to look up the Bible verses 
marked &. Stop before coming to the information in blocks toward the end 
of the lesson.  
 

Introduction to United Pentecostalism 

The United Pentecostal church claims 
36,000 churches in 203 nations, and a 
membership of 3,000,000 people.126 

The organization was formed in 1945 
by the merging of two Pentecostal 
denominations. Their doctrines originated 
in the Pentecostal revivals that began in 
1901. 

The United Pentecostal Church is 
distinguished from other Pentecostals who 
believe in the Trinity or do not practice 
baptism. 

They do not associate in any way 
with the “Faith Movement” (covered in a lesson in this course). 

 

                                                             
126 Reported in 2014. 

“He [the devil] champions 
the unity of God, the 

omnipotent Creator of the 
world, only to make of that 
unity a heresy. He says that 

the Father himself 
descended into the virgin, 
was himself born of her, 
himself suffered; in fact, 
that he himself was Jesus 
Christ” (Tertullian, Against 

Praxeus). 
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Foundational Doctrines 

“The basic and fundamental doctrine of this organization shall be the 
Bible standard of full salvation, which is repentance, baptism in water by 
immersion in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost with the initial sign of speaking with other 
tongues as the Spirit gives utterance” (From the “Articles of Faith” of the 
United Pentecostal Church). 

United Pentecostals believe in the 
Bible as the final authority. They 
emphasize the term apostolic because they 
believe they teach the same doctrines as 
the apostles. They try to follow the 
example of the church in Acts.  

They do not believe in the Trinity. 
They believe that the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit are three manifestations of God. 
They believe that in Old Testament times 
God was spirit, then in the incarnation took on humanity. They do not 
believe that the Father and Son are two persons. They believe that God as 
Spirit was the father of Jesus, but they are the same person. 

Their view of Christ and the Holy Spirit is different from most cults that 
deny the Trinity. Because they believe that Jesus is the same person as God 
the Father, they do believe in the deity of Christ. They believe that where 

the Holy Spirit is mentioned as a person in 
the Bible, he is God in action. 

They profess to believe the Gospel of 
salvation by grace through faith, provided 
completely by the sacrifice of Christ. This is 
different from cults who must invent a 
different gospel because they don’t believe 
in the deity of Christ. 

? What is the difference between the Jehovah’s Witnesses and the United 
Pentecostals in their denial of the doctrine of the Trinity? 

“Their doctrine [the 
Sabellian heretics] is that 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
are one and the same 

being, in the sense that 
three names are attached to 
one substance” (Epiphanius, 
bishop in AD 375, Against 

Heresies). 

 

This SGC course is licensed to Engelbrecht Riaan with email avishuaministries@gmail.com.



170    
 

 

They believe that a person is not saved until he has experienced the 
filling of the Holy Spirit. They believe that the evidence of the filling of the 
Spirit is always the gift of tongues. If a person has repented of sin and put 
his faith in Christ, he still is not saved until he is filled with the Spirit and 

speaks in tongues. 

They believe that Christians must be 
baptized in the name of Jesus, and not with 
a Trinitarian statement. They believe that 
baptism in the name of Jesus is necessary 
for salvation. If a person joins them after 
being baptized with Trinitarian statements, 
that person must be baptized again. 

 

? According to the United Pentecostals, what things must happen for a 
person to be saved? 

 

Beliefs about Christian Living 

The United Pentecostals believe that physical healing is provided in the 
atonement, and they emphasize praying for the sick, but they understand 
that it is not always God’s will to heal in every case. 

They believe in a conservative lifestyle. They do not believe in jewelry 
or cosmetics. They are against impure entertainment, and do not want their 
members to have televisions. The women do not wear pants and do not cut 
their hair. 

They believe that a Christian is supposed to live a life of victory over 
sin, and do not believe that a person continues as a Christian if he goes back 
to a life of sin. They emphasize the power of the Holy Spirit to enable a life 
of victory. 

They do not believe in self-defense against violence or serving in the 
military in any role where one might have to fight. 
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They practice ceremonial foot washing because Jesus commanded the 
disciples to wash one another’s feet (John 13:14-15). 

 

Now go back over the preceding material and look at the points marked &. 
Each one has a footnote with a biblical fact and reference. All students 
should look up the verses and take turns reading them to the group.  

Next study the block with material entitled “Evangelism / Using the 
Handbook.” This block provides some practical things to remember when 
talking to members of the particular religious group. 

 

Evangelism / Use of the Handbook 

We should not say that a person is not saved just because he believes 
the doctrines of United Pentecostalism. It is possible that he does believe the 
Gospel and has repented of his sins and put his faith in Christ. 

The Handbook of Doctrine provides biblical evidence for the Trinity in 
the section entitled “God is a Trinity.”  

The most foundational error of United Pentecostalism is their denial of 
the Trinity, though it does not undermine the gospel the same as cults that 
deny the deity of Christ. 

The problem for fellowship with United Pentecostals is that they do not 
believe others are Christians without speaking in tongues and being baptized 
in the name of Jesus.  

The Bible says that every believer has the Spirit (Romans 8:9). A 
person cannot truly repent and put his faith in Christ without the help of the 
Spirit. Even if a person has not yet experienced a special infilling of the Holy 
Spirit, he has the Spirit. The block below gives proof that the gift of tongues 
should not be expected as evidence of the work of the Spirit. 

 

Study the points below, then let various students practice proving the 
points. Make sure they understand the reasoning of each point. 
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The gift of tongues is not the evidence of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. 

(1) The Bible never says that the gift of tongues is evidence of anything. It 
happened several times when people were filled with the Spirit. That is not 
enough to prove that it is supposed to be the sign always. 

(2) According to Scripture, it is not a gift that every person should expect, 
but everyone should be filled with the Holy Spirit. God decides how to 
distribute the gifts and gives different ones to different people (1 Corinthians 
12:4-11). A series of rhetorical questions, all to be answered "no," show that 
no certain spiritual gift is to be expected of every believer (12:29-30). 

(3) According to Scripture, every believer has the Spirit of God (Romans 
8:9), and therefore can have spiritual gifts. The Corinthians still needed the 
cleansing of the heart, but excelled in spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 1:7, 3:3). 
A person is converted when he confesses his sins and is forgiven (1 John 
1:9), even if he has not yet experienced a special filling of the Spirit. 

(4) According to Scripture, the gift of tongues is not a sign for believers of a 
spiritual attainment, but to unbelievers, through communication of the 
gospel (1 Corinthians 14:22). To use it for proof of something that it is not 
given to prove leads to deception and confusion.  

(5) The gift of tongues is unrelated to the need that is met by the filling of 
the Spirit. The purpose of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is to cleanse the 
heart of inward sin and to empower for ministry. What connection can that 
purpose have with the gift of tongues in circumstances where the gift is not 
needed? The evidence of it should be its natural results, like a light bulb 
shining when power is entering it. 

 We don’t need to look for phenomena such as tongues for proof of 
salvation, because it is promised in Scripture; it happens by faith; the Holy 
Spirit confirms it, and the believer knows his real need is met. The same is 
true of the baptism of the Spirit.  

 

Someone should read the testimony in the next block to the group. 
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A Testimony 

Steve joined the United Pentecostal Church and left the Catholic 
church. He continued to drink and smoke and did not live a Christian life. At 
some point he had an experience when he believed that he received the Holy 
Spirit, and other people told him that he spoke in tongues. He knew that he 
really had not spoken in tongues, but he wanted to be accepted so he 
pretended that it was true. He continued to live in sin with no real change. 
He later was saved and experienced a change of life but did not speak in 
tongues. He became a teacher and preacher at his church, but had doubts 
about the doctrine. He eventually left the church and went to one that 
believes in the Trinity and does not speak in tongues. 

 

 

Now read John 14 again. Write a paragraph explaining the message this 
passage has for a follower of United Pentecostalism. Let several students tell 
what they wrote. 

Remind students that they need to find opportunities to present the gospel 
to someone from this religious group. They should prepare to report their 
conversation to the class. 

 

Recommended Books 

What Does it Mean to be Filled with the Holy Spirit? by Richard Taylor 
 
John Wesley for the 21st Century, by John Wesley, edited by Stephen Gibson 
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Handbook of Doctrine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This handbook provides biblical support for some of the doctrines that are 
often denied by false religions. The handbook is not designed to include all 
Christian doctrines, and not all important doctrines are covered here. 
 
 
Doctrine #1 
The Bible Is Sufficient for Doctrine 
 

Why it Matters: Some religions that claim to be Christian depend on new 
revelation for their most important doctrines. They claim that the Bible does 
not contain everything that is essential for doctrine. But the Bible claims that 
its message is sufficient, so that if a person follows it completely, he is 
saved. 

Scriptural Proof 

"And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to 
fail" (Luke 16:17). A tittle was one stroke of the pen. This verse states that 
God’s Word is preserved. 

"Being born again ... by the word of God, which lives and abides forever. The 
word of the Lord endures forever. And this is the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you" (1 Peter 1:23-25). God's Word will never fail, and it 
presents the gospel. Therefore, the Gospel will not be found in doctrines that 
are outside of Scripture, or contrary to Scripture. 

"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away" 
(Mark 13:31). Jesus said that his words would not be lost. 
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“Thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make you wise unto 
salvation” (2 Timothy 3:15). 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration ... that the man of God may be perfect” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17). There is enough in the Bible to make a person exactly 
what God wants him to be. 

 

Doctrine #2 
There Is Only One God 
 
Why it Matters: As Creator and Father, God deserves worship. He requires 
us to give him loyalty that is not divided with any other being. He says that 
he is a jealous God (Exodus 34:14, Deuteronomy 4:24, 5:9, 6:15). God is 
angry when others are given the worship that only he deserves 
(Deuteronomy 32:16, 21). When a religion teaches that there is more than 
one god, or that man can become a god, the result is to take from God some 
of the glory that belongs only to him. 
 
Scriptural Proof 
 
"Before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me" 
(Isaiah 43:10). 

"I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God" (Isaiah 
44:6). 

"Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God, I know not any" (Isaiah 
44:8). 

See also Isaiah 45:5, 6, 14, 21-22, and 46:9 for proof that there is no other 
God. 

"The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth his 
handiwork" (Psalm 19:1). "When I consider thy heavens, the works of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him?" (Psalm 8:3). God is not just the God of this 
earth, but the God and Creator of the universe. 
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Doctrine #3 
God the Father Is Not a Man 
 

Why it Matters: The reason some religions say that God is a man is to exalt 
man to be comparable to God. This takes away from the glory of God. See 
the verses about the jealousy of God under “Doctrine #2.” 

Scriptural Proof 

"God is not a man, that he should lie; nor the son of man, that he should 
repent" (Numbers 23:19). 

"I am God and not man" (Hosea 11:9). 

"Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man" 
(Romans 1:23) To make God like an image of man is idolatry. 

"And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven" (Matthew 16:17). The Father is not flesh and blood, according to 
Jesus' statement. 

"God is a Spirit" (John 4:24). 

 

Doctrine #4 
God Has Never Changed 
 

Why it Matters: False religions have different reasons for saying that God 
can change. They may want to say he was a man like us, which exalts man 
to the level of God. They may want to say that there are both good and evil 
in God, or that God can make mistakes. 

Scriptural Proof 
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"I do not change" (Malachi 3:6). 

"Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God" (Psalm 90:2). 

“The Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning” (James 1:17). 

 

Doctrine #5 
Jesus Is God 
 

Why it Matters: Because Jesus is God, (1) his sacrificial death is of infinite 
value — enough for forgiveness of the sins of the world. Because he is God, 
(2) he has the power to save us; he is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Because he is God, (3) We should worship him as we worship the Father. If 
a religion says that Jesus was created by God or that He was a man and not 
God, they take from him the worship he deserves. They also believe a 
different gospel instead of putting their faith completely in Jesus for 
salvation. 

Scriptural Proof 

“I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). 

“Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). 

“All men should honor the Son even as they honor the Father” (John 5:23). 

Jesus created all things, and everything exists for his glory (Colossians 
1:17). 

Jesus is the complete image of God and maintains the universe by his own 
power (Hebrews 1:3). 

Jesus is the “First and the Last” a title that God claims for himself 
(Revelation 1:8, 11, 17-18, Isaiah 44:6). 

Other references where Jesus is called God: John 1:1, 14, Acts 20:28, Titus 
2:13, Isaiah 9:6, 1 Timothy 3:16, and John 14:9. 
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Verses that show that Jesus has the attributes of God: Matthew 18:20, 
28:20, Philippians 3:21, Hebrews 13:8, John 2:24-25, and Micah 5:2. 

Verses that show that Jesus is worshipped just as the Father is worshipped: 
Hebrews 1:6, 1 Corinthians 1:2, Philippians 2:9-11 (like Isaiah 45:22-23), 
Revelation 1:6, 5:12-13, and John 17:5 (see Isaiah 42:8, 48:11). 

 

 
Doctrine #6 
Jesus Rose Bodily from the Dead 
 

Why it Matters: From the first days of the church, the resurrection was a 
necessary part of the gospel. The Apostles preached that it proved that 
Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the world. His resurrection proves that 
his gospel can save and give us eternal life. 

Scriptural Proof 

Jesus predicted his own physical resurrection: "Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up. He spoke of the temple of his body" (John 2:19-
21). 

Jesus said to his disciples after his resurrection: "Behold my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh and 
bones, as you see me have" (Luke 24:39). 

Jesus said to Thomas, "Reach here your finger, and behold my hands; and 
thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing" (John 20:27).  

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 tells us that Jesus was raised the same way the 
Christians will be raised. The entire chapter shows the necessity of the 
physical resurrection of Christ for Christianity. If Christ was not raised, then 
we have no hope of being raised, and our Gospel is therefore vain (15:17). 
If Christ is not raised, then we will not be raised, and we are miserable 
without an eternal hope (15:19). 

The Apostles preached the resurrection as an essential part of the gospel 
(Acts 2:31-32, 3:15, 4:10, 10:40-41, 13:30-37, 17:31, and 26:8, 23. 
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Doctrine #7 
The Holy Spirit Is God 
 

Why it Matters: A religion that denies the deity of the Holy Spirit usually 
denies the Trinity and the deity of Christ. A person who does not believe that 
the Holy Spirit is God will not worship him and give him the reverence he 
deserves. 

Scriptural Proof 

The Holy Spirit is called God (Acts 5:4 and 2 Corinthians 3:17). 

The Holy Spirit has the knowledge that only God has: He understands God 
completely (1 Corinthians 2:10-11) and he prophesied in ancient times (1 
Peter 1:10-11, 2 Peter 1:21). 

The Holy Spirit is present everywhere (Psalm 139:7). 

The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Christ and is present with every believer 
(Romans 8:9). 

The Holy Spirit does what only God could do (Luke 24:49, John 16:8-11, 
Ephesians 3:16, Galatians 5:22-23). 

The Holy Spirit can be blasphemed (Luke 12:10).  

 

Doctrine #8 
God Is a Trinity 
 

Why it Matters: People who deny the Trinity usually deny that Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit are God, and do not worship them. The worst mistake a 
person can make is to either worship someone who is not God, or fail to 
worship someone who is God. A religion that denies that Jesus is God will 
develop a new gospel. 
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Scriptural Proof 

The doctrine of the Trinity comes from three facts. (1) The Bible says that 
there is only one God. (2) The Bible speaks of the Father, Son, and the Holy 
Spirit as God. (3) The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit interact with each other 
as persons. 

For scriptural evidence of the first two facts, see the sections in this 
handbook entitled “There is Only One God,” “Jesus is God,” and “The Holy 
Spirit is God.” 

For evidence that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit interact with each other 
and with believers as persons, see John chapters 14-16. In John 14, see 
verses 10-13, 16, 21, 23, 24, 26, 28, and 31. In John 15, see verses 1-2, 9, 
10, 15, 23-24, and 26. In John 16, see verses 7, 10, 13-16, 26-28, and 32. 

 

Doctrine #9 
Salvation Is Only by the Atonement of Christ 
 
Why it Matters: False religions give the wrong directions for a person to 
seek the mercy of God. There is only one way to be saved. 
 
Scriptural Proof 
 
“There is no other name given ... by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 
 
“For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). 
 
“Being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1). 
 
“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 3:24). 
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“Being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
him” (Romans 5:9). 
 
“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 
 
 
Doctrine #10 
Only God Should Be worshipped. 
 
Why it Matters: If a person worships something other than God, he is the 
enemy of God and under the power of Satan. It is not possible to worship 
God properly and also worship anyone else. It is wrong to worship human 
leaders, saints, or Mary. It is wrong to pray to spirits and to obey them.  

Scriptural Proof 

God told his people to bow to no image of anything (Exodus 20:4-5). 
Therefore we know it is wrong to worship any object. 

Satan tempted Jesus to bow to him, but Jesus said that it is written that we 
should worship and serve only God (Matthew 4:10). Therefore we know it is 
wrong to worship Satan. 

Apostle Paul said that to worship devils is to provoke God to anger and 
jealousy (1 Corinthians 10:20-22). Therefore we know it is wrong to worship 
spirits that are against God. 

Apostle Paul said that people are deceived who worship angels (Colossians 
2:18). Therefore we know it is wrong to worship angels.  

Apostle Peter told Cornelius not to worship him because he was also a man 
(Acts 10:25-26). Therefore we know it is wrong to worship a human being.  
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Doctrine #11 
We Receive Salvation by Faith 
 
Why it Matters: Because salvation is completely provided by the atonement 
of Christ, people cannot do anything to earn their salvation, even partially. 
No human organization can keep salvation from a person by setting other 
requirements. 
 
Scriptural Proof 
 
“By the deeds of the law no flesh shall be justified” (Romans 3:20). 
 
“A man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law” (Romans 3:28). 
 
“Therefore it is by faith, that it might be by grace” (Romans 4:16). 
 
“Being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1). 
  
“Whoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21). 
 
 “For by grace are you saved through faith ... it is the gift of God ... not of 
works” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
 
“If any man preaches any other gospel unto you ... let him be accursed” 
(Galatians 1:9). 
 
 
Doctrine #12 
We Can Have Personal Assurance of Salvation 
 
Why it Matters: Because salvation is the free gift of God, received by faith, 
a person can know that he is saved. If a person confesses his sins to God, 
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and believes God’s promise to forgive on the basis of Christ’s atonement, 
that person can believe that he is saved. God also gives the witness of his 
Spirit that we are saved. False religions usually keep people in fear. 
 
Scriptural Proof 
 
“These things I have written ... that you may know that you have eternal 
life” (1 John 5:13). 
 
“We may have boldness in the day of judgment” (1 John 4:17). 
 
“You have received the spirit of adoption, by which we cry Abba, Father. The 
Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God” 
(Romans 8:15-16). 
 

Doctrine #13 
The Unsaved Will Suffer Eternal Punishment 
 

Why it Matters: If a religion denies the reality of eternal punishment, it 
lowers the significance of human choices and lowers respect for the law of 
God. Jesus spoke about hell many times, showing the importance of the 
doctrine. 

Scriptural Proof 

Jesus told about a rich man who was in the fires of hell after death (Luke 
16:24). 

“The smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever, and they have no 
rest day or night” (Revelation 14:11). 

“Suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” (Jude 7). 

“Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire” (Matthew 25:41). 

“And these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous to 
life eternal” (Matthew 25:46). 
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Questions for Review 
These questions are for the lessons that cover religious groups. 

At the beginning of a class session, the teacher should review with 
some of these questions. Each question can be answered with one sentence. 
These questions will help the students remember the most important details 
about each religious group. 

The answers to the review questions are provided in the section 
following the questions. 

 

Mormonism 

(1) What do Mormons think of other churches? 

(2) What do Mormons believe about the history of Christianity? 

(3) What do Mormons believe about Jesus? 

(4) What is the goal of a Mormon? 

(5) What is the highest authority for a Mormon? 

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses 

(1) What do Jehovah’s Witnesses think of other churches? 

(2) What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe about the Holy Spirit? 

(3) What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe about Jesus? 

(4) What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe about salvation? 

 

Iglesia ni Cristo 

(1) What is the translated name of Iglesia ni Cristo? 

(2) What large cult is similar to Iglesia ni Cristo in doctrine? 
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(3) What is the basis of authority for Iglesia ni Cristo? 

(4) What does Iglesia ni Cristo believe about Jesus? 

(5) What does Iglesia ni Cristo believe about salvation? 

 

Eastern Lightning 

(1) What is the official name of the cult called “Eastern Lightning.” 

(2) What is the most important doctrine of Eastern Lightning? 

(3) What does Eastern Lightning believe about Jesus? 

(4) What does Eastern Lightning believe about salvation? 

 

Prosperity Gospel 

(1) What do Prosperity Gospel preachers talk about the most? 

(2) What is faith, according to the Prosperity Gospel? 

(3) What is God like, according to the Prosperity Gospel? 

(4) What is man, according to the Prosperity Gospel? 

(5) How does the Prosperity Gospel explain poverty and sickness in the life 
of a Christian? 

 

Apocalyptic Cults 

(1) What need do Apocalyptic Cults try to meet? 

(2) How do Apocalyptic Cults misuse the Bible? 

(3) What is the great theme of apocalyptic scripture from the Bible? 

(4) How do the Apocalyptic Cults do harm? 
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Hinduism 

(1) What do Hindus believe in instead of God? 

(2) What kind of gods are in Hinduism? 

(3) What is the ultimate goal of a Hindu? 

(4) What is the Hindu view of Jesus? 

 

Buddhism 

(1) What is the ultimate goal of the Buddhist? 

(2) What is the Buddhist’s concept of God? 

(3) How does the Buddhist explain the suffering of life? 

(4) What does the Buddhist try to achieve in his life? 

 

Taoism 

(1) To whom do Taoists pray? 

(2) Who are the supreme gods in Taoism? 

(3) What is the goal of the Taoist? 

(4) According to Taoism, who is Jesus? 

 

Islam 

(1) Name the god, the prophet, and the holy book of Islam. 

(2) What do Muslims believe about Jesus? 

(3) What do Muslims believe about the Bible? 

(4) What do Muslims believe about salvation? 
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Judaism 

(1) What Scriptures do Judaism and Christianity have in common? 

(2) Who was Jesus, according to Judaism? 

(3) What kind of Messiah is expected by Judaism? 

(4) What is the concept of salvation in Judaism? 

 

New Age 

(1) How does the New Age view other religions? 

(2) What is the New Age concept of God? 

(3) How does the New Age interact with the supernatural? 

(4) What does the New Age believe about Jesus? 

(5) What does the New Age believe about salvation? 

 

Animism 

(1) Why is animism not only one particular religion? 

(2) How do animists interact with the supernatural? 

(3) Why do animists not pray to God? 

(4) What is a superstition? 

(5) Why is a Christian not bound by superstition? 

 

Voodoo 

(1) Whom do Voodoo practitioners worship? 

(2) What is the goal of a worshipper during a Voodoo worship service? 

(3) What Christian church has often been confused with Voodoo? 
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(4) What are some examples of things used in Voodoo ceremonies? 

 

Seventh-Day Adventism 

(1) What is the primary doctrine that distinguishes Adventists from other 
churches? 

(2) What is the Adventist view of God? 

(3) What is the Adventist view of salvation? 

(4) What is the Adventist view of man’s eternal destiny? 

 

Roman Catholicism 

(1) What does Roman Catholicism claim with their name? 

(2) What are some reasons Roman Catholics are accused of idolatry? 

(3) What do Roman Catholics believe about God? 

(4) What is the Roman Catholic view of salvation? 

(5) What is the Roman Catholic doctrine of purgatory? 

 

Eastern Orthodoxy 

(1) What does the name of Eastern Orthodoxy show that they claim? 

(2) What is the Eastern Orthodox view of God? 

(3) Why does Eastern Orthodoxy believe about the saints? 

(4) What is Eastern Orthodoxy’s doctrine of theosis? 

(5) What does Eastern Orthodoxy believe about the Bible? 
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United Pentecostalism 

(1) What is the United Pentecostal view of God? 

(2) What do United Pentecostals believe are necessary signs of salvation? 

(3) What do United Pentecostals believe about Christian living? 

(4) What do United Pentecostals believe about the Bible? 
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Answers for Review Questions 
 

Mormonism  

(1) Mormons believe no other church is truly Christian. 

(2) Mormons believe that real Christianity did not exist after the apostles 
until their church began. 

(3) Mormons believe that Jesus was a spirit in heaven like others until he 
was born on earth. 

(4) To become god of another planet like God is for earth. 

(5) The highest authority for a Mormon is the revelation of Joseph Smith. 

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses 

(1) Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that all other churches are wrong and that 
only a Jehovah’s Witness can be saved. 

(2) Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that the Holy Spirit is an impersonal force 
that comes from God. 

(3) Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Jesus was the first creation of God and 
that he came to earth as a perfect man, but is not God. 

(4) Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that salvation is earned in a process of 
believing and doing right things. 

 

Iglesia ni Cristo 

(1) The name Iglesia ni Cristo is translated “Church of Christ.” 

(2) Iglesia ni Cristo has doctrine very similar to the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

(3) The basic authority for Iglesia ni Cristo is the belief that Felix Manalo was 
prophesied to restore true Christianity. 
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(4) Iglesia ni Cristo believes that Jesus was a special man but was not God. 

(5) Iglesia ni Cristo believes that salvation is available only to members of 
their church and may be earned by a life of obedience. 

 

Eastern Lightning 

(1) Eastern Lightning is called “Church of the Almighty God.” 

(2) The most important doctrine of Eastern Lightning is that God has come 
to earth again in the form of a female Christ, making all previous revelation 
obsolete. 

(3) Eastern Lightning believes that Jesus is no longer important to the 
church. 

(4) Eastern Lightning believes a person cannot be saved unless he gives up 
his faith in Jesus and follows their church and the female Christ. 

 

Prosperity Gospel 

(1) Prosperity Gospel preachers talk most about what a person can get by 
faith. 

(2) According to the Prosperity Gospel, faith is a power used by God, and 
available for man to use the same way. 

(3) According to the Prosperity Gospel, God is a physical man just like us, 
and does everything by the power of faith. 

(4) According to the Prosperity Gospel, man is a copy of God and can do 
what God does, and will someday become a god like him. 

(5) According to the Prosperity Gospel, a Christian can be always wealthy 
and healthy if he has faith. 
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Apocalyptic Cults 

(1) Apocalyptic Cults try to explain the condition of the world and what God 
is going to do. 

(2) Apocalyptic Cults misuse the Bible by adding meaning to it by new 
revelation rather than interpreting what it really says. 

(3) The great theme of prophetic scriptures is that God is in control and will 
eventually establish his kingdom and reward the righteous. 

(4) The Apocalyptic Cults take people from churches, have nonchristian 
actions, disappoint the faith of their followers, and cause people to doubt the 
Scripture. 

 

Hinduism 

(1) Hindus believe that everything is part of impersonal reality called 
Brahman, and that Brahman is the soul of every living thing. 

(2) The gods of Hinduism are many spirits and ancestors who have 
limitations and can do good or evil. 

(3) A Hindu wants to reach Nirvana, getting out of the cycles of 
reincarnation to be absorbed into Brahman. 

(4) Hindus believe that Jesus was a person who practiced the principles of 
Hinduism and was a great teacher, but not the unique Son of God. 

 

Buddhism 

(1) The Buddhist’s ultimate goal is to enter Nirvana, which is to lose 
individuality and be blended with the oneness of the universe.  

(2) The Buddhist does not believe in God, and gods are not important in the 
Buddhist religion. 

(3) According to Buddhism, all suffering comes from desires, and a person 
can escape suffering by detaching himself from all desires. 
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(4) The Buddhist practices mental and spiritual exercises to help him detach 
from all concerns and be free from anxiety. 

 

Taoism 

(1) Taoists pray to a variety of gods, spirits, and ancestors. 

(2) Taoist believe in Yu-huang, who rules over the other gods; and they 
believe in Yuan-shih T’ien-tsun, who has absolute qualities of God but is not 
involved in the world. 

(3) The Taoist wants to live in harmony with the world, free from conflict 
and suffering. 

(4) According to Taoism, Jesus was a person who was advanced in spiritual 
development and showed others the way to become gods. 

 

Islam 

(1) Islam is the worship of Allah, following the prophet Mohammad and the 
Koran. 

(2) Muslims believe that Jesus was a prophet but not God and not the 
Savior. 

(3) Muslims believe that the Bible is from God but that it is less authoritative 
than the Koran. 

(4) Muslims believe that salvation is earned by fulfilling the requirements of 
Islam. 

 

Judaism 

(1) Judaism and Christianity both believe in the Old Testament Scriptures. 

(2) According to Judaism, Jesus was a controversial teacher, but not the 
Messiah and not God. 
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(3) Judaism expects that the Messiah will not be God, but a specially 
anointed man who will bring world peace. 

(4) In Judaism, salvation is deliverance from oppression so that the group 
can live in a blessed, covenant relationship with God. 

 

New Age 

(1) The New Age tolerates any religious group except those that claim to 
have truth that everyone should believe. 

(2) The New Age concept of God is pantheistic, and they do not believe in a 
supreme God who is the Creator. 

(3) The New Age communicates with spirits and uses all forms of magic. 

(4) The New Age believes that Jesus was a man who knew how to use 
special powers and tried to teach others to do the same. 

(5) The New Age does not believe that sin is real and believes the solution to 
human problems is development of spiritual awareness and spiritual powers. 

 

Animism 

(1) Animism is a type of religion that is followed by people who may call 
themselves by the names of many different religions. 

(2) Animists interact with the spirit world with rituals and special objects. 

(3) Animists do not pray to God because they believe he is distant and 
uninvolved with their lives. 

(4) A superstition is the idea that a person must follow certain practices 
because of objects, actions, or places that have spiritual power. 

(5) A Christian is not bound by superstitions because he trusts the supreme 
power of God. 
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Voodoo 

(1) Voodoo practitioners worship spirits and Satan. 

(2) The Voodoo worshipper tries to become possessed by a spirit. 

(3) The images and rituals of Roman Catholicism are often used in Voodoo. 

(4) Voodoo uses animal sacrifices, candles, images of saints, drawn 
diagrams, prayers, songs, white robes, food, and other things. 

 

Seventh-Day Adventism 

(1) Adventists are distinguished from other churches most by their 
observance of the Saturday Sabbath. 

(2) Adventists believe in the Trinity and in the deity of Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. 

(3) Adventists believe in salvation by grace through faith, and that a believer 
must live a life of obedience after conversion. 

(4) Adventists believe that there is no eternal hell, and people without 
salvation will be destroyed, and that man is not immortal until resurrected 
for heaven. 

 

Roman Catholicism 

(1) Roman Catholicism claims to be the complete, universal church. 

(2) Roman Catholics are accused of idolatry because they pray to the images 
of saints and Mary. 

(3) Roman Catholics believe in the Trinity and in the deity of Christ and the 
Holy Spirit. 

(4) Roman Catholics believe that salvation depends not only on the 
atonement of Christ but on being part of the Catholic church, receiving 
communion, and earning merit by works. 

This SGC course is licensed to Engelbrecht Riaan with email avishuaministries@gmail.com.



197    
 

(5) The Roman Catholic doctrine of purgatory is that after death a person 
must be punished and purified for sins before entering heaven. 

 

Eastern Orthodoxy 

(1) The name Orthodoxy means right worship, and shows that they claim to 
be the church that worships God properly. 

(2) Eastern Orthodoxy believes in the Trinity and in the deity of Christ and 
the Holy Spirit. 

(3) Eastern Orthodoxy believes that the saints of the past can help people in 
response to prayers, so they pray to saints. 

(4) The doctrine of theosis is that the Holy Spirit gradually transforms the 
believer to bring him to the holy perfection of God, in a process that will not 
be completed until after death. 

(5) Eastern Orthodoxy teaches that the Bible is the authority for their 
doctrine, but that the Bible must be interpreted by the church. 

 

United Pentecostalism 

(1) United Pentecostals do not believe in the Trinity, but they believe that 
God the Father and Jesus are the same person and that the Holy Spirit is 
God in action. 

(2) United Pentecostals believe a person is not saved unless he has been 
baptized in water in Jesus’ name and has spoken in tongues. 

(3) United Pentecostals believe that a Christian will live in victory over sin 
and separation from the ways of the world. 

(4) United Pentecostals believe that the Bible is the final authority and that 
the church should follow the example of the church in the book of Acts. 

  

This SGC course is licensed to Engelbrecht Riaan with email avishuaministries@gmail.com.



198    
 

  

This SGC course is licensed to Engelbrecht Riaan with email avishuaministries@gmail.com.



199    
 

Recommended Books 
 
 
Mormonism 
The Kingdom of the Cults, by Walter Martin and Ravi Zacharias 
From God to Us Revised and Expanded: How We Got Our Bible, by Norman 
Geisler and William Nix 
 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for 
Jesus, by Lee Strobel 
Fast Facts on False Teachings, by Ron Carlson and Ed Decker 
 
Iglesia ni Cristo 
The Case for Easter: A Journalist Investigates the Evidence for the 
Resurrection, by Lee Strobel 
Beyond Belief to Convictions, Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler 
 
Essential Gospel Points 
How to Give Away Your Faith, by Paul Little 
 
Eastern Lightning 
The Case for the Real Jesus: A Journalist Investigates Current Attacks on the 
Identity of Christ, by Lee Strobel 
 
China’s Christian Martyrs, by Paul Hattaway 
 
Prosperity Gospel 
Christianity in Crisis, by Hank Hanegraaff 
Prosperity Prophets, by Stephen Gibson 
The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience, by Ronald Sider 
 
Apocalyptic Cults 
I Believe: Fundamentals of the Christian Faith, by the faculty of God’s Bible 
School and College 
The Blessed Hope, by Eldon Ladd 
 
Hinduism 
The Case for Faith: A Journalist Investigates the Toughest Objections to 
Christianity, by Lee Strobel 
Walking from East to West, by Ravi Zacharias 
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Buddhism      
The Case for a Creator: A Journalist Investigates Scientific Evidence that 
Points toward God, by Lee Strobel 
 
The Lotus and the Cross: Jesus Talks with Buddha, by Ravi Zacharias 
 
Taoism    
Jesus among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian Message, by 
Ravi Zacharias 
Christian Apologetics, by Norman Geisler 
 
Islam       
Light in the Shadow of Jihad, by Ravi Zacharias 
Reasoning from the Scriptures with Muslims, by Ron Rhodes 
 
Judaism       
More than a Carpenter, by Josh McDowell 
The Messiah in the Old Testament, by Walter C. Kaiser, Jr. 
 
New Age Religion 
When Skeptics Ask: A Handbook on Christian Evidences, by Norman Geisler 
and Ronald M. Brooks 
The Everlasting Man, by G.K. Chesterton 
The Abolition of Man, by C. S. Lewis 
 
Animism 
Peace Child, by Don Richardson 
Eternity in Their Hearts, by Don Richardson 
 
Voodoo 
Spiritual Warfare in a Believer’s Life, by Charles Spurgeon and Robert Hall 
Victory over the Forces of Darkness, by David Middleton 
 
7th-day Adventism 
From Sabbath to Lord’s Day: A Biblical, Historical, and Theological 
Investigation, by D. A. Carson 
 
Catholicism 
Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity, by Mark Noll 
 
Eastern Orthodoxy 

This SGC course is licensed to Engelbrecht Riaan with email avishuaministries@gmail.com.



201    
 

A History of Christian Thought, Vol. 1: From the Beginnings to the Council of 
Chalcedon, by Justo Gonzalez 
 
United Pentecostal  
What Does it Mean to be Filled with the Holy Spirit? by Richard Taylor 
John Wesley for the 21st Century, by John Wesley, edited by Stephen Gibson 
 
Review of Evangelizing  
The Master Plan of Evangelism, by Robert Coleman 
Hell’s Best-Kept Secret, by Ray Comfort 
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